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Christmas
Providing Homes for Poor Haitian Families

“People have experienced dramatic positive changes in their lives. God has changed hearts. There now exists
among our families a vibrant faith community, whose members reach out in loving service to others.”
FATHER GLENN MEAUX, FOUNDER OF KOBONAL HAITI MISSION

More than 2,000 years ago, the Savior of the world was born with no place to lay his head but a manger. Today,
there are thousands of Haitian families who have no place to lay their heads but on dusty dirt floors, with nothing
but sticks and mud to protect them from the outside world.
This Advent, celebrate the Incarnation of Jesus and glorify Christ’s name by opening your heart to a Haitian family
in desperate need. Your parish is partnering with Cross Catholic Outreach to provide safe, durable homes for poor
Haitian families. We are thankful for your compassion and generosity to provide support for the work of the
Kobonal Haiti Mission, which is serving to improve the lives of poor rural farmers surviving in makeshift shacks.
A new home represents an answer to prayers and a gift that will give a family dignity for years to come.

In Haiti, There Is No Escaping Poverty
“Whenever it rains, we have no place
to go at all. It just comes in from all
directions. Our clothes get wet, the
stuff on my table gets wet. We just
huddle up together.”
This is how Iramene Pierre
describes her life. A mother of
three girls and four boys, Iramene
lives in a deeply impoverished
farming community just outside the
main village of Kobonal. Her house is
made of mud, wood scraps and pieces of tin —
a framework that threatens to collapse every time a
storm blows in.
Iramene and her husband, Michel, work hard to sustain the family. He is a planter who labors on another
man’s land for a meager income to put food on the table. Iramene washes clothes and does any day jobs she
can find. Together, what they earn is barely enough to feed their family, so there’s nothing left over for a new
home — or even much-needed repairs.
Thousands of Haitian families share this fate. They also seek shelter in shacks providing little protection
from the elements, and live in fear when dangerous tropical storms batter Haiti every year.

This Advent, open your heart to a poor family in need of decent shelter!

14' x 10'
ROOM

10' x 13'
ROOM

26'

In contrast to the deplorable living conditions many Haitian
families endure, the Kobonal Haiti Mission builds quality four-room
concrete block homes with durable roofs that are strong enough to
withstand heavy storms.
When a family is chosen to receive a home, this life-changing gift
is more than a simple handout. The family is invited to participate
in the building process alongside a professional construction crew.
This “sweat equity” preserves the family’s dignity and helps them
develop a sense of personal ownership and pride over their new
home. Through this process, the Mission honors each father, mother
and child as a sacred life created in God’s image and divinely loved.
A $6,000 gift from your parish will cover the cost of materials and
labor to build a durable concrete house for a poor Haitian family.
Go to our website to learn more about the “Homes for
Christmas” program and how to make your donation today!

FLOOR PLAN

Build a poor family a sturdy home for just $6,000!
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