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“Know also that wisdom is sweet to your soul; if you find it,  
there is a future hope for you, and your hope will not be cut off.”

Proverbs 24:14



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
Provide eight disadvantaged girls with full scholarships to one of the best Catholic secondary schools in Belize.

Purpose
Give needy girls from low-income families a top-notch education, an otherwise unattainable opportunity. An 
education will significantly increase their ability to go to college, land a well-paying job and lift themselves — 
and their families — out of poverty.

Location
Belize City, Belize

Cost
About $1,100 covers a full tuition scholarship, 
plus school supplies for one girl for an entire 
year. $8,800 will pay for all eight Cross 
Catholic-supported students for one school 
year.

Affiliation
Sisters of Mercy

Project Summary
• Though Belize is world-renowned for its’ 

beautiful beaches, a third of the country’s 
population still lives below the poverty line.

• The program was launched to allow extremely poor girls to attend St. Catherine’s Academy, a premier 
private, Catholic school.

• Scholarships will cover full tuition, school books, uniforms, lunch, and exams.

• Scholarship recipients are required to work about three hours per week on campus as a part of the work-
scholarship portion of the program.

• Students at St. Catherine Academy range in age from 14 to 17 years old.

• Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to supporting this important scholarship program so disadvantaged 
young women can improve their lives and achieve their dreams — but we cannot do it without your help!

 “No work of charity can be more productive of good to society…  
than the careful instruction of women.”

Catherine McAuley

St. Catherine Academy campus.
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The Need
Education is the key to escaping poverty. But 

without the opportunity to go to school, many of 
Belize’s poor are left with little alternative to succeed. 
When it’s difficult for parents to put food on the 
table, few impoverished families are going to consider 
the added costs of educating their children at a better 
school. It’s simply beyond their reach.

“Many of the students supported by Cross 
Catholic Outreach at St. Catherine Academy cannot 
even afford to pay for uniforms and school 
supplies, much less tuition and expensive school 
books,” says Salome Tillet, the principal of St. 
Catherine Academy. “As a result, there is a high rate of 
uneducated young women who become parents too 
early, repeating the cycle of poverty they’ve been 
trapped in since childhood.”

Without an education, it is nearly impossible for 
young women to find well-paying jobs, especially in 
the challenging economic climate facing families in 
Belize. That’s why providing scholarships so girls 
from low-income families can attend a top-quality, 
Catholic school is so important. Not only is this an 
opportunity they would never be able to obtain on 
their own, but it is equipping a new generation of 
young women with the skills they need and 
empowering them to achieve their dreams so they can 
one day become agents of change to their poor 
communities.

Belize Facts: Beyond the Beaches
•Belize is roughly the size of Massachusetts and is 

the most sparsely populated nation in Central 
America.

•More than half of Belize’s people live in rural areas; 
25 percent live in Belize City, the country’s commercial 
center and home to St. Catherine Academy.

•Nearly a quarter of the country’s adults are 
illiterate.

•A third of the population lives below the poverty 
line.

•Belize also struggles with crushing foreign debt, 
high unemployment, growing involvement in the 
South American drug trade, escalating urban crime, 
and an increasing incidence of HIV/AIDS.

Many destitute families in Belize cannot afford to send their 
children to school. Girls are especially vulnerable to missing 
out on an education because they are often expected to stay 
home and help care for younger siblings.
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Ministry Description
Among the people of Belize, an education at St. Catherine Academy is known as a ticket out of poverty. The 

school has a strong reputation for producing students of good character and solid educational credentials — and 
the business world relies on its graduates to fill its most important job openings. But St. Catherine’s is not 
inexpensive, which is why the work-scholarship program supported by Cross Catholic Outreach is so important. It 
serves as a way for needy students in Belize to gain an education they would never otherwise achieve.

Over the years, Cross Catholic Outreach has helped dozens of young women graduate from St. Catherine 
Academy. All of these students, including the current eight girls, are from desperately poor families, where a 
diploma — much less a diploma from St. Catherine’s — would otherwise have been an unreachable dream. But 
with support from friends like you, this dream can continue to be a reality.

As part of Cross Catholic support, students will receive books, school supplies, uniforms, and a weekly stipend 
to purchase meals from the school café. In exchange for a free annual tuition, each girl is given a job responsibility 
at the school or the Sisters of Mercy convent, such as sweeping or cleaning the classrooms. Though the academic 
benefits these girls will reap are profound, it is the emphasis on their personal and spiritual growth at St. Catherine 
Academy that has made a sustainable impact.

 “Through this program we hope to provide a place where students are able to learn in a safe, caring and 
Catholic environment, and help them build their relationship with God,” says Salome Tillet, the school’s 
principal.

Each school day begins and ends with prayer, and each year the students complete community service hours. 
Over the duration of their secondary education, they will write about their experiences in their “mercy portfolio”, 
a tool to reflect their personal and spiritual growth.

She continues: “Our graduates demonstrate Christian faith and love of God, a commitment to academic 
excellence and a willingness to give compassionate service back to the community.”

Meet a Cross Catholic Outreach 
Scholarship Student
Renisha is in her first year of high school at St. Catherine 
Academy. Her mother works two jobs to provide for 
Renisha and her two sisters. During her mother’s night 
shift, Renisha has the full responsibility of caring for her 
younger sibling. Despite the extra duties at home, Renisha 
is fulfilling all of her scholarship work — and then some. 
She is taking a full course load, with additional math classes 
in the evenings, and is also a member of the soccer and 
track and field teams. Her favorite subject is religion 
because it teaches her how to enter into a relationship with 
God. Renisha’s dream for the future is to become a brain 
surgeon and save people from cancer. But she can only 
reach this goal with the help of friends like you!
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!
Study after study has shown that 

poverty and a lack of education are 
linked. Just as Principal Tillet says, 
without an education, young 
women are vulnerable to repeating 
the cycle of poverty they’ve been 
trapped in since childhood. The best 
solution to breaking this cycle is to 
provide poor children with the 
valuable opportunity to excel at 
school, so they can pursue a better 
life for themselves and their 
families.

Only through the support  
of caring Catholics like you can 
impoverished girls in Belize ever 
have this opportunity to improve 
their circumstances. Instead of 
attending a top-quality school like 
St. Catherine Academy, they would 
likely fall through the cracks and 
never accomplish what they are 
capable of to their full potential.

Just think of the ripple effect 
each one of these girls will have on 
the lives they touch in the future, all 
because a compassionate friend — 
someone they have never and will 
likely never meet on this side of 
heaven — gave generously so they 
could know a brighter future.

Join Cross Catholic Outreach 
today and help these hardworking 
students in Belize achieve their 
dreams!


