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Friendship Home
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“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.”
Matthew 18:5



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
An urban Catholic ministry 
requests support to provide meal, 
educational services and a solid 
moral and spiritual foundation  
to impoverished children at a 
residential and community 
outreach center.

Purpose
To rescue at-risk children from the 
negative influences of crime-ridden 
slums and equip them to become 
responsible, successful, God-
honoring individuals.

Location
Malate, an impoverished area of 
metro Manila.

Cost
$39,600 will help cover general 
operating costs of the program for 
one year.

Highlights
• Friendship Home is both a 

residential and community 
outreach ministry for children 
from the slums of metro Manila.

• Friendship Home provides a 
variety of benefits including an 
education, nutritional programs, 
health care, recreational 
opportunities, spiritual 
formation and — when needed 
— safe shelter.

• There are 85 children currently in the program.

• The children receive financial assistance to attend primary school, secondary school and college. The ministry 
also has a special agreement with a local Catholic college to receive full scholarships for qualifying students. 

• Children pitch in to cook and clean, and the older students tutor the younger ones. 

• Parents attend regular Bible studies at Friendship Home.

• Cross Catholic Outreach has committed to supporting the general operating costs of the ministry.
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The Need
Hope dies in the gloom of Malate. This dense urban slum is a labyrinth of dark, narrow alleys, makeshift stairways 

and patchwork shelters built one upon the other. During the day, the poor wander the streets aimlessly in the shadow 
of Metro Manila’s towering skyscrapers. At night, they huddle in holes and crevices behind tarps and scraps of wood 
and rusted metal — unable to trust in God or to dream of a better future for themselves or their families. 

“There are no jobs for people with no education and no skills,” says Brother Luis Ortiz, gesturing to the filthy 
streets outside Friendship Home. “Families are caught in a hopeless spiral of poverty that they simply pass from 
generation to generation.”

Open sewers, a polluted canal and garbage along the streets are the benchmarks of a community starved for 
economic opportunity. Gang members cluster on street corners, brandishing weapons simply to show their brute 
power, drawing the interest of children. With nowhere to turn for positive role models, and no moral foundation 
for their lives, kids often turn to using and selling “shabu”— crack cocaine. Drugs are an opportunity in a world 
with no options. Drugs will give you a temporary escape and some money in your pocket. Crime, addiction and 
a fast track from the gutter to the jailhouse is the only life many Filipino children can imagine.

“This is what waits for the children who cannot find a path out of the slums,” says Brother Luis. “This is why 
we must succeed!”

Children served by Friendship Home live in Shanties along a polluted canal.
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Ministry Description

Brother Luis founded Friendship Home in 1991 as refuge from the despair of the slums. His motto — “A person 
redeemed is a generation saved” — reflects the ministry’s focus on encouraging children to see themselves as 
individuals capable of achieving personal growth and influencing their peers and their community for the better. 

His strategy to achieve this goal: faith and education.

Children from poor Filipino families are at high risk of dropping out of school which would crush their 
potential to compete in the area’s economy. To break this cycle of illiteracy and poverty, Friendship Home 
incentivizes extremely poor children and youth, ages 8 to 21, to stay in school, earn their diploma and even go  

to college. The ministry offers to 
cover the prohibitive costs of 
uniforms and school supplies, and, 
in return, the students must agree 
to participate in the enrichment 
and accountability services 
provided by the ministry.

During the school year, the 
children coming to Friendship 
Home receive a nutritious breakfast 
and lunch, play sports, are provided 
with health screenings, participate 
in spiritual retreats, learn Catholic 
values, go on field trips, do 
homework and receive academic 
tutoring. The older students tutor 
the younger students, and everyone 
must help cook, clean and maintain 
the facility. A small percentage of 
boys — those in the most desperate 
circumstances — live on site, while 
the rest are encouraged to pursue a 
healthy family life at home. Brother 
Luis engages the parents of the 

beneficiaries through home visits and adult Bible studies, so the nurturing environment of Friendship Home can 
be replicated beyond its doors. 

In addition to the basic school support, qualifying students can now also receive full scholarships to a local 
Catholic school, De La Salle-College of St. Benilde, through a special agreement between the school and Friendship 
Home. The end result of all this support from primary school through college is that the students are equipped 
with the skills, motivation and character to take charge of their circumstances and rise above the cycle of poverty. 
More than that, they are prepared to be people of faith, grounded in Christ’s love and devoted to his work. That’s 
why Cross Catholic Outreach is partnering with Brother Luis to continue offering this life-changing service to 
the children of the poor.
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

About 85 students from the slums of metro Manila, Philippines, currently depend on Friendship Home to give 
them the educational opportunities and nurturing upbringing their families cannot provide on their own. To 
meet those needs, Friendship Home relies on the support of compassionate benefactors who share their passion 
for lifting the poor out of poverty.

This year, Cross Catholic Outreach has committed to funding general operating costs of the program, so Brother 
Luis can continue to feed, educate, nurture and inspire the children of the slums.

Your gift to Cross Catholic Outreach will help us achieve our goal of empowering these hardworking students to 
achieve their full potential. By supporting this dynamic Catholic ministry, you will also provide a tangible demonstration 
of the love of our Lord Jesus Christ, the friend and defender of the poor, who says, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor” (Luke 4:18). Won’t you join us today and help pierce the 
darkness of abject poverty with a message of love and hope? Your gift will truly make a difference!


