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“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; 
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 

Mark 10:14



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

The Challenge
With no money for an education, 
children of the poor are growing up 
uneducated, unskilled and unable to 
break a cycle of poverty that has 
trapped their families for generations.

Purpose
To save children from living their entire 
lives in the slums by nurturing their 
dreams and empowering them through 
education. 

Location
Manila, the capital city of the Philippines. 

Cost
$11,000 enables 13 underprivileged

children to attend school and have the 
books, supplies, uniforms and 
transportation they need for a school 
year.

Summary
• Crowded, dirty and disease-ridden, 

the ramshackle slums of Manila are 
no place for God’s precious children.

• Poverty-stricken parents wish to give 
their children a better life, but even 
on the best days, their small income 
from intermittent, low-paying jobs is 
barely enough for food. 

• Without funds for an education, young adults come of age without the skills and vision needed to escape the 
deplorable conditions of the slum.

• These young souls are pleading for mercy, and the Lord is responding through the Daughters of Wisdom. 
This community of Catholic sisters is dedicated to bringing the love of Jesus to people trapped by injustice, 
violence and poverty. 

• Inspired by the Holy Spirit, the sisters offer more than a helping hand to God’s children. They create a 
future by providing:

 • Scholarships so the children can attend school or college.

 • Mentoring and family counseling to ensure the children have the support they need. 

 • A community of faith that inspires the children to develop relationships with the Lord.

Respond to the Lord’s call! Please join the sisters and rescue a child today. 
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Opportunity: Where It Is Needed Most

Jun Jun has a simple goal — to provide for his family so they don’t have to eat garbage. With your help, he will 
succeed. Like many in the dilapidated slums of Manila, Jun Jun’s parents have no education or job skills, so they 
survive by scavenging for food scraps and sellable items from garbage cans and trash dumps. But this young man 
has been dreaming of a better way, and the Lord is poised to answer his prayers through the Daughters of 
Wisdom’s scholarship program. The sisters have funded his education since the second grade, and he has 
advanced to his third year of college, majoring in industrial technology — electronics.

By partnering with the sisters through Cross Catholic Outreach, you will be an instrument in the Lord’s hands — 
helping Jun Jun finish his college degree and begin a career that will allow him to properly provide for his extended family.

This transformation of Jun Jun from a boy destined to scavenge to a young man learning electronics 
demonstrates that the Lord is working miracles through the Daughters of Wisdom. 

But there are many more waiting for miracles, and the Daughters of Wisdom are eager to rescue those children 
as well. The slums are filled with forlorn boys and girls deprived of ambition and hope. Parents, illiterate and 
unskilled, can barely scrape together enough money from low-paying jobs to provide meager meals. Schooling is 
often out of the question, so the cycle of poverty continues for another generation. 

Inspired by the Spirit, the sisters want to break that cycle with a simple tool — education. But they need your 
help to achieve their ambitious goals. The dedicated sisters generously give their time and energy to nurture and 
inspire young people like Jun Jun, but they rely on donations to pay for tuition, supplies, uniforms and transportation.

Now is the time to offer your support — before another child gives up hope and accepts life as a scavenger or 
beggar. Now is the time to be an answer to prayer... and produce a miracle.

The slum homes and alleys aren’t much to look at, but the Lord is unlocking the inner beauty of the children who live here.
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The Response: 
Education for the Mind and Inspiration for the Soul

Cramped, dirty and pieced together with leftover sheets of metal and cast-off pieces of wood, homes in the 
rundown slums of Manila seem hopeless. 

But Manilyn Samonte knows otherwise. She has abundant hope because the Lord is here — just as he said he 
would be in Matthew 25:40: “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of 
my family, you did it to me.”

Manilyn once was one of the least. She grew up in these deplorable conditions, shuffled from family member 
to family member because her mother was ill and her father didn’t care. Often, there was no money for school 
and barely enough for food.

But the Lord intervened through the Daughters of Wisdom and changed her life. As a participant in the sisters’ 
scholarship program, Manilyn was able to attend school and eventually graduate from National Teachers College. 
Now Manilyn is an assistant and substitute teacher at a local center for people with physical and mental disabilities.

Education is only a part of how Jesus transforms students like Manilyn. The sisters mentor the scholarship 
students on their studies and conduct family counseling. Students join in regular catechism, group prayer and 
faith-sharing sessions where they learn to trust God and each other. They learn to express themselves through 
dance and art, and each week they give back to the Lord by serving the disabled or mentoring young children.

With all of this support, Manilyn did much more than graduate from college. She gained self-confidence and 
became a big sister figure for the younger girls. She grew in faith and became a member of the Legion of Mary, 
with a dedication to the Blessed Mother and a heart for the unfortunate.

Now, the sisters are counting on you to help other poor children who are just starting out in the program — 
children like Fe Marie, who is only 9 years old.

Fe Marie is enduring a rough childhood. Right now, she is asking if there is anyone who loves her, anyone who 
cares. This is your opportunity to answer her and show her that someone does care, and his name is Jesus.

Scholarship recipients sing joyfully to the Lord for the blessings he has bestowed on them 
through generous Catholics who share their good gifts.
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Bring hope to a child today!
Thirteen poverty-plagued students are counting on you. 

The Daughters of Wisdom mentor them, inspire them and form them in the faith, but they cannot educate 
them without your help. And without education, these 13 young people will never escape their life in the slums.

Contributing toward Cross Catholic Outreach’s goal will enable the compassionate sisters to support the 
schooling of young people like Jun Jun — who is transforming himself from a garbage scavenger to a college 
graduate trained in electronics.

Among those waiting to hear they will be blessed:

• Jerric, an eighth-grade honor student with a bright future. His father works hard as a security guard, but the 
pay is so low that he and his wife are forced to raise their children in the slums. Their first priority is food 
and shelter, so little is left for education.

• Mary Ann, an accomplished student. Just 16 years old, she has advanced to the first year of college and is 
studying business administration. Despite a childhood spent in poverty, Mary Ann is preparing to reach her 
dream of helping her community prosper.

 Although these sisters have literally given up everything to serve these children in the slums, they ask for 
nothing for themselves because they have all they need — they meet Jesus daily in the faces of the poor.

By partnering with the sisters, you can meet Jesus by ministering to the poor too, securing Jesus’ promise in 
Matthew 25:34 — the eternal welcome given to those who care for the least among us — ”Come, you that are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”

Scholarship students pause for prayer and contemplation before a statue of Mary, thanking the 
Lord for the Catholics who care enough to support their education.


