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St. Bernadette’s Hostel
Support for Poor Young Women

— Georgetown, Guyana —

She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue.
Proverbs 31:26



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
Provide five full scholarships, at 
a Catholic boarding home for 24 
poor young women who are 
studying and working far from 
home.

Purpose
The Catholic shelter offers 
community, safety and 
affordable living for young 
women who are continuing 
their education.

Location
Georgetown, the capital city of 
the South American nation of 
Guyana.

Cost
$11,000 or $458 per girl, will 
help cover the electricity and 
upkeep for the hostel and 
provide room and board 
scholarships to 5 underprivileged 
young women.

Highlights
• The Bishop is in support of the hostel as it gives rural Guyanese women safe, subsidized housing in the 

capital close to their university studies.

• Some of these women have lived in institutions for much of their childhood and cannot afford to rent an 
apartment.

• Many of the girls come from rural places in the country’s interior or outside of Georgetown.  

• Most of Guyana’s universities are located in Georgetown, and these girls cannot afford the expensive rent 
found in the city.

• St. Bernadette’s Hostel is a very low-cost home where the girls can transition to adulthood under the care of 
Catholic nuns, while finishing school and beginning careers.

• Spiritually, the Sisters encourage the young women to join them at Mass each morning and small group 
discussions throughout the week. The hostel welcomes non-Catholics as well.

Sr. Antoinette Dickie, the director of St. Bernadette’s, strives to have a safe facility that 
allows young women to grow in their relationship with God and each other.
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The Need
The Guyana tourists know is a paradise of rivers, waterfalls, savannahs and unexplored rainforests. But a closer 

look at this South American country reveals conditions and circumstances far different than the paradise shown 
in travel brochures. Rural farming communities eke out a subsistence-level existence with little hope for 
advancement. The urban poor suffer in crowded, unsanitary slums. Families, held back by functional illiteracy 
and the shortage of jobs, struggle to put food on the table in their cramped one-room shacks.

Then there are the outcasts: abandoned and runaway children. Those left in hospitals, on the streets or in 
garbage bins become struggling orphans with little or no sense of self-worth. Those fleeing violent and neglectful 
parents suffer the same psychological damage and are often lost and adrift in the community.

Thankfully, there is amazing work being done through the Catholic diocese in Guyana to rescue these children 
and provide them with a more loving and nurturing environment. One such mission is St. Ann’s Home, a Catholic 
shelter run by the Ursuline Sisters in the city of Georgetown. This wonderful home has shown the love of Jesus 
Christ to countless girls who have never known anything but suffering.

But there can be a cloud on the horizon, even for a noble mission such as this. What happens when poor girls “age 
out” of an institution for children? Must they be turned out onto the streets to fend for themselves? Or can they be 
given additional support so they can pursue higher education and fulfill the potential God has in store for them? 

Fortunately, the Church has also addressed this serious need. With your generous support through Cross 
Catholic Outreach, the Corpus Christi Carmelite Sisters offer St. Bernadette’s Hostel — a very low-cost home 
where formerly institutionalized girls can transition to adulthood while finishing school and beginning careers. 

Nicola Jackson (right) wants to become a surgeon. Without the loving support of the Carmelite Sisters, she would 
never have been able to study medicine.
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The Mission of St. Bernadette’s Hostel

In Guyana, missions serving orphans have faced a difficult question. Where will children go when it’s time for 
them to enter adulthood? Whether they have been institutionalized or not as children, poor Guyanese children 
face a challenging passage from adolescence to adulthood. Some are forced to return to poor relatives who are 
scraping by on subsistence-level farming. Others vanish into the streets, without family, a job or any kind of 

support system. Neither option properly 
addresses the child’s needs or offers a 
suitable path to a brighter future.

This is precisely why the Carmelite 
Sisters willingly responded to the 
invitation of then-Bishop of Guyana 
Lester Guilly to manage St. Bernadette’s 
Hostel over sixty years ago and why they 
have made it a welcoming shelter for 
at-risk young women ever since. And, 
under Bishop Guilly’s leadership, the 
hostel does more than serve as a stepping 
stone for the young women aging out of 
St. Ann’s Orphanage. It has also become a 
welcoming shelter for girls from the 
hinterlands, poor girls who were seeking 
employment or opportunity and had no 
place to reside in Georgetown. The Hostel 
is a nurturing place to keep young women 
involved with the Catholic faith; a quiet 
place where they can study and learn.

Today, St. Bernadette’s Hostel takes in 
girls ranging in ages from 18 to 25 whose 
families, if they have them, live too far away 
from the city for a daily commute. Each 
resident gets her own room and is 
responsible for her own groceries and 
daily schedule. At the same time, a dorm 
supervisor makes sure all the girls do their 
chores and clean up after themselves. It is 
wonderful community atmosphere, and the 
girls are all encouraged to attend morning 
and afternoon prayers in the chapel.

Cross Catholic Outreach is committed 
to keeping these young women in this 

safe, secure environment while they are continuing their education. But we cannot do this without your help. 
This year, we hope you’ll prayerfully consider supporting this much-needed project, so these vulnerable young 
women will have a safe facility to grow socially and spiritually.

Thanks to the affordable alternative provided by St. Bernadette’s, Melisa 
Peters has been able to stay in school and pursue her studies.
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

Too often, well-meaning people eagerly help the youngest victims of poverty, but drift away during the child’s 
important transition to adulthood. We praise God the Carmelite Sisters have understood this problem and are 
working hard to ensure that young women who cannot afford housing while training to become nurses or 
teachers are not forgotten or abandoned.

Many of these young women have had to overcome feelings of inadequacy as children, and they remain fragile 
through adolescence and into early adulthood. The support system afforded by St. Bernadette’s shows them that 
they are loved and worthy of being fed, nurtured, supported and protected while they are attending school.

Christ taught us that our faith will be judged by how we have treated the weak and the helpless. By supporting 
St. Bernadette’s Hostel, you are giving a gift without the expectation of anything in return except the joy of blessing 
a young woman in need. It is truly a gift given in the spirit of our Lord and Savior!

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together 
and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use,  

it will be measured to you.
Luke 6:38


