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Ewuaso Kedong Baraka 
Catholic Kindergarten

Meals and Educational Support for Poor Children
— Ewuaso Kedong, Kenya —

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me,  
and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

Mark 9:37



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.



1

Baraka Catholic Kindergarten | Project 0442

Project Synopsis

Description
This project will provide food and educational 
support for young children at Ewuaso Kedong 
Baraka Catholic Kindergarten.

Situation
A severe drought has devastated poor 
families who rely on their livestock for 
nourishment and income. Many of their 
animals have died off, and food staples have 
become scarce and costly. Parents have 
trouble providing meals for their children, 
much less sending them to school.

Location
Ewuaso Kedong, Kenya, located in Kajiado 
County — a region hard-hit by the ongoing 
drought. 

Cost
$29,700 will provide meals and transportation 
for the food. It will also cover staff salaries.

Highlights
• Located in Kenya’s Great Rift Valley, rural 

Ewuaso Kedong is home to the Maasai tribe.

• Many Maasai children are severely 
underweight, and some go several days 
without eating because of the drought. 
Their situation is truly a matter of life 
and death.

• School fees are too expensive for most 
families to afford. Instead of attending 
classes, their children often walk many 
miles to find new pastures for their animals.

• A group of parents founded Baraka Catholic Kindergarten in 2010. Since then, the Baraka parish has 
worked to provide the poor with an affordable option for early education.

• Ongoing funding for the kindergarten is vital because it gives Maasai children a chance to catch up with 
their peers academically before enrolling in primary school. It also supports the school’s meal program, a 
critical source of nutrition for malnourished students.

• Cross Catholic Outreach covers nearly 60 percent of the kindergarten’s annual budget.
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The Need

The residents of Ewuaso Kedong haven’t seen 
significant rain since March 2017. Two rainy 
seasons have come and gone leaving families 
disappointed — and fearful. In this poor area  
of the world, where crops and livestock are 
critical to survival, droughts lead to famine, 
malnutrition and, ultimately, death.

Still, the months continue to roll on, and  
the earth remains parched, dusty and barren, 
stripped of its ability to bring forth fruit or 
grain. Week by week, cattle and goats waste 
away. Hundreds have perished, and those that 
remain weakly wander among the bones and 
desiccated carcasses. The people of the Maasai 
tribe rely on their animals for nutrition and 
income, and as they die, so do the people’s 
hopes for the future. They and the local church 
are very aware that poor families are likely to fall 
next, when the livestock is gone.

As you can imagine, the drought and the 
battle for survival during this natural disaster 
are impacting the poor in a variety of ways. One 
side effect is a drop in the number of families 
able to educate their children. With poor parents 
facing a desperate search to find food for their 
children — and sometimes going two or three 
days without anything to eat — educational 
expenses have become a low priority. Instead of 
attending classes, their children spend long 
hours foraging for food and water. Or, young 
boys and girls are left at home with older siblings 
while parents move the herds hundreds of miles 
in search of new pasturelands.

 We believe God wants more for these 
precious little ones. He has a good and perfect 
plan for each child, and he longs to see those 
plans come to fruition. Thankfully, Baraka 
parish shares his vision for these precious  
boys and girls and has a plan to respond. 
Through the Ewuaso Kedong Baraka Catholic 
Kindergarten, these faithful Catholics want to 
bring food, hope and a future to those children 
in greatest need.

National Drought Facts

• Due to severe drought, the number of food-insecure 
Kenyans has more than doubled since 2016.

• 357,285 children and pregnant or lactating mothers are 
acutely malnourished.

• Within 10 surveyed counties, 175,000 children were not 
attending pre-primary or primary schools, mainly because 
of the drought’s impact.

• More than 1.2 million children are in need of education 
assistance.

Source: UNICEF and ReliefWeb



3

Baraka Catholic Kindergarten | Project 0442

Ministry Description

Many Kenyan parents are trapped in a desperate situation. Struggling to survive day to day they find it almost 
impossible to invest in their children’s future. But our God is glorified by overcoming the impossible, and the 
Church is often his instrument to rescue and bless those in need. In Kenya, the Lord is using the Baraka Catholic 
Kindergarten to save lives and change minds regarding education.

In responding to the drought and its impact in Kenya, Baraka Catholic 
Kindergarten first tends to its students’ immediate physical needs. Teachers 
understand that children cannot learn while they are hungry and in pain, 
and many children begin the school year undernourished. In fact, a little girl 
last year weighed a heart-wrenching 22 pounds — less than half the normal 
weight for her age group. The school’s meal program provides stunted, 
starving boys and girls with a nutritious variety of grains, meat, fruit and 
vegetables. Teachers watch as gaunt young bodies begin to heal and grow at 
a normal rate. These meals also ensure that student attendance remains 
high; children don’t want to miss a meal, so they don’t miss class time either.

Once a child’s physical needs are met, teachers can begin to address the 
student’s mental and spiritual needs. Activities and learning games teach concentration and communication. 
Children who have difficulty speaking develop the ability to share ideas with competence and clarity. Through 
drama, dance and athletics, children learn to work together, express themselves and expend energy in healthy ways.

Best of all, these students learn about the rich and vibrant life that is available to them through Christ Jesus. 
For too long, they have languished in a dry and weary land, deprived of hope for the future. But Catechism 
classes, Bible lessons, Catholic prayers and spiritual songs can revive their joy. This spiritual formation gives little 
ones a strong start in life, letting them know early on that God has great plans for their lives.

Baraka Catholic Kindergarten has done wonderful things for the children of Ewuaso Kedong, but they can 
only continue their miraculous work with help from donors like you! The school serves as a refuge and source of 
hope for nearly 200 children each year, and now they need it more than ever.

A Future for Young Girls
When Father John Fortune first arrived in Kenya, very few females attended school. Impoverished 

Maasai parents may not be able to provide an education for any of their sons or daughters, but schooling 
is particularly rare for young girls.

“It’s a very patriarchal society, so women and girls can be very much left to one side,” he says.

Without an education, a young woman cannot dream of anything apart from bearing children, doing 
chores and tending animals. Early marriages are not uncommon, and a girl as young as 12 may be promised 
to a much older man. Thankfully, the village chief took notice of this problem. He has worked with Fr. 
John to improve prospects for girls over the past decade.

This partnership is slowly changing the culture in Ewuaso Kedong. It is creating opportunities for 
young girls to attend school. As it does, parents grow increasingly convinced of the value of education. 
They commit themselves to keeping their daughters in school and allowing them to recognize the 
fullness of their God-given potential.

“And that’s where our work is slowly spreading from this center to other areas. We are trying to ensure 
that all of them — boys and girls — have an equal opportunity for education,” Fr. John explains.



Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  

the close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

These are desperate times in Ewuaso 
Kedong, and the hopes of many Maasai 
families have literally dried up in the 
unrelenting sun. The ongoing drought in their 
area has destroyed their livestock, brought 
extreme hunger into their communities, and 
made it nearly impossible for many little 
ones to attend school.

Fortunately, the Baraka Catholic 
Kindergarten is poised to refresh impoverished 
children who may have otherwise been lost. 
Many of these children have been starving — 
physically, mentally and spiritually. Now, 
with your help, they can be provided with 
nutritious meals, and kindergarten classes 
can help them prepare for success in later 
education. This school is anything but 
ordinary. It is saving lives and unlocking 
opportunities that were once thought 
impossible. It is giving impoverished boys 
and girls new opportunities and opening a 
path to a brighter future.

Please — help Cross Catholic Outreach 
empower this excellent Catholic school so  
it can continue its incredible work. The 
investment you make in this mission can 
literally save lives and restore hope in Kenya!

And my God will fully satisfy every need of yours  
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:19


