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Cholle Kindergarten 
Placing poor children on a path 

to a better life
— Cholle, Ethiopia —

My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart,
for they will prolong your life many years and bring you peace and prosperity.

Proverbs 3:1-2



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Summary

Description
Provide a quality Catholic education up to 180 children from destitute families.

Purpose
Provide needy children access to an education that would otherwise be out of reach and share the love of our 
Lord with the community by responding to the important physical needs that exist there.

Cost
$20,900 is needed to pay the salaries of the 
hardworking teachers and various operational 
expenses at Cholle Kindergarten. 

Location
Cholle, an impoverished rural village in 
central Ethiopia.

Highlights
• Ethiopia is one of the poorest countries in 

the world. The majority of its people 
survive  
by subsistence farming or cattle herding.

• More than 60 percent of Ethiopian children 
under seven have never had the 
opportunity to attend school.

• Working with the Consolata Missionaries, 
Cross Catholic supports a Catholic 
kindergarten in the impoverished village of 
Cholle. This kindergarten prepares children 
for primary school and places children on the path to breaking the cycle of poverty.

• Parents are asked to pay a token fee of $1 per month, so they feel ownership over their children’s education. 
But those who cannot pay are not turned away.

• In addition to learning the alphabet, numbers, colors and shapes, these children are exposed to the love of 
Christ through daily prayer.

• Cross Catholic is committed to supporting the young children of Cholle, but we need your help to make 
that possible!

How much better to get wisdom than gold, to get insight rather than silver!
Proverbs 16:16
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The Need

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge…  ~ Proverbs 1:7

Unlike American children who enjoy a free public education, including opportunities to participate in sports, 
music and art classes, most Ethiopian boys and girls will go through life without ever attending a quality school, 
playing organized sports or taking part in any creative activities. They live in an entirely different world where 
families struggle to survive on subsistence farming and cattle herding.   

As a result, these children don’t rise with the sun to attend school. They are out in the fields and pastures 
before dawn, already engaged in hard labor.  In Ethiopia, most families expect children to help make ends meet 
by working agricultural projects and walking up to 5 hours to collect water.   There is no time for education. 

Despite the Ethiopian government’s 
recent initiatives to reduce child labor, 
impoverished families still feel compelled 
to put their children to work. Even if 
parents didn’t need their children to work 
in order to eat, most could not afford 
the extra costs of tuition, uniforms and 
other educational expenses required at 
the typical public school in Ethiopia.  

Girls are especially vulnerable to this 
problem. Most are are kept home to  
do chores and are expected to marry  
at a young age. Giving girls a quality 
education is considered illogical —  
it will have little or no impact on the 
family’s future, and the statistics reveal 
the impact of this misguided belief.  

In the remote small town of Cholle, 
located in Ethiopia’s central mountains, 
all of these hardships  
and roadblocks were common — until 
the Missionary Sister Servants of the 
Holy Spirit opened up the Cholle 
Catholic Kindergarten. 

The Missionary Sister Servants of the 
Holy Spirit and the teachers at the 
kindergarten saw that if children began 
their education early, they would be more likely to complete their education and escape their impoverished 
circumstances. They also understood the wisdom of starting a course of spiritual formation early — because “the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (Prov. 1:7). Teaching children spiritual truths at an early age, they 
found, put these boys and girls on a path to becoming more successful adults.
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Ministry Description
Let the little children come to me…

Believing in the wisdom of Proverbs 22:6 — “Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they 
are old they will not turn from it — Cholle Kindergarten has been serving the youngest in their rural 
community for more than 10 years. Through the years, local parents have come to understand the value of 
sending both sons and daughters to school at a young age. Children are eligible to attend once they are age four, 
and most stay until they are ready to enter the local primary school at age seven.

Virtually all of the children attending Cholle Kindergarten come from impoverished communities, so tuition 
is set at one dollar a month. This small fee brings parents the dignity of contributing to their child’s education.  
But if a family is too destitute to pay, the child is not turned away. All are welcomed with open arms. 

During class time, young children are taught the alphabet, numbers, shapes and colors as preparation for entry 
into the local primary school. The teachers know that children who begin their education early will have a 
greater chance of completing primary and secondary school. As a result, teachers take their jobs very seriously — 
they know that their success may be instrumental to children ever breaking out of the cycle of poverty that has 
plagued their families for generations. 

Each morning, school opens with prayer, and Catholic moral values are reinforced throughout the day. 
Teachers carefully instill the precepts of God’s Word, giving each child a firm foundation on which to build  
their lives. 

Cholle Kindergarten also makes special efforts to promote educational opportunities for girls, knowing that their 
encouragement can mean a life free from poverty and discrimination in the future. And in an effort to ease local 
tensions, teachers stress the importance of respecting those who come from different religious traditions. 
Because Ethiopia has many economic and religious divides, children also learn about reconciliation and 
forgiveness from a biblical perspective. 

Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to supporting the hard working teachers at Cholle Catholic 
Kindergarten as they provide children with essential keys to breaking the cycle of generational poverty: 
foundational education and the wisdom of Catholic moral teaching.

Getting a Head Start

In Ethiopia, children who complete 
primary school are 90% more likely to go  
to secondary school. This means the more 
kids become educated, the more they want 
to learn. That’s why primary education is 
the foundation to breaking the cycle of 
poverty!

Children at the kindergarten learn about the Bible in 
creative ways, like acting out the Christmas story.
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Start off children in the way they should go!
The Bible clearly expresses the importance educating children in the way of the Lord:  “Teach them to your 

children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and 
when you get up. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates” (Deut. 11:19-20). 

Ethiopian children are in desperate need of 
your help to get a life-changing start through 
a solid, Christ-centered education, and the 
Missionary Sister Servants of the Holy Spirit and 
teachers are working hard to instill Catholic 
values and provide this biblically based 
training to the young children in their 
community. Please pray this kindergarten will 
continue to bring families closer to the Lord 
and bring harmony to this impoverished rural 
area.  

Will you join this effort?  Cross Catholic 
Outreach has committed to pay the salaries of 
Cholle Catholic Kindergarten’s hard-working 
teachers and staff, but we need your help. With 
financial support from you and other generous 
American Catholics, we can ensure the 
Missionary Sister Servants of the Holy Spirit 
are able to bring educational opportunities to 
Cholle’s poorest children, placing them on the 
right path to breaking the vicious cycle of 
generational poverty. 

Please, help us open the door to life-long 
learning and wisdom for a child in need.  
With this priceless gift of an education, the 
possibilities for these children will be endless!

Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you; love her, 
and she will watch over you. The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom. 

Though it cost all you have, get understanding.
Proverbs 4:6-7


