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Salesian Chicos de la Calle
Education for Street Children

— Esmeraldas, Ecuador —

“But Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; 
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.’”

Matthew 19:14



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will provide scholarships and 
school materials for 510 children and fund 
nutrition and health programs that will 
enable the poor children to improve their 
lives. 

Location
Esmeraldas, Ecuador

Purpose
To give the street and poor children of 
Esmeraldas an opportunity to receive an 
education, empowering them to obtain better 
employment and raise themselves and their 
families out of the cycle of poverty.

Cost
$28,282 to fund scholarships and teaching 
materials for 510 students, perform a health 
campaign for young children, and provide 
nutritious lunches for the students.

Summary
• Many parents in the coastal city of 

Esmeraldas suffer from extreme poverty, 
living without running water and 
struggling to afford food, and as a result, 
their young children may live on the street 
or do hard labor to help provide for their 
families.

• The Salesian missionaries have established 
a program in Esmeraldas to help the children receive not only an academic education, also physical, 
personal and spiritual formation as well.

• The Chicos de la Calle center serves 510 boys and girls, offering them access to classes and tutoring, personal 
attention, health care, and food.

• Your support of the Salesian missionaries will help to nourish the minds, bodies and souls of the children of 
Esmeraldas and will rescue them from a life of hard labor, hunger and desperation.

• Knowing they can depend on this program’s food and educational services will help families in Esmeraldas 
improve their lot, potentially impacting generations to come.
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The Need  
To Educate and Nourish Poor Children

Going to school is often the last thing on the mind of a poor child from Esmeraldas. In this poverty-
stricken coastal city there are very few two-parent homes, and children typically struggle daily with hunger 
and fear. Most have given up on the dream of attending school. Instead, they work to help feed their families, 
taking on hard daily labor to make ends meet. Others beg on the street, and some — the most desperate and 
vulnerable — join gangs or enter prostitution.

For these troubled children, the Chicos de la Calle center represents an important pathway to a better way of 
life.

Chicos de la Calle serves a community occupied mostly by squatters who struggle to survive without steady 
work. Living without running water and short on hope, the poor families of Esmeraldas are also under the 
thumb of violent gangs that feed on the desperation of their situation. In fact, nearly half of the children served 
by Chicos de la Calle have a family member in a gang. 

Without good mentors from the Catholic center to ensure Esmeraldas’ children go to school, have a good meal 
and know God’s love for them, these young boys and girls might easily become targets for the gangs or fall into 
the cycle of poverty that has plagued their families for generations. But, thanks to the staff members at the Chicos 
de la Calle, there is hope instead!

Chicos de la Calle cares deeply about the 
desperate street children in Esmeraldas, and 
has instituted programs to take the most 
vulnerable boys and girls off the streets and 
provide them with the love and care they 
desperately need. The center also works to 
keep families together, encouraging them to 
educate their children and provide them with 
a safe space to learn and grow. 

Seeing this as a mission worth sustaining 
and empowering, Cross Catholic Outreach has 
developed this special project to help the 
Chicos de la Calle center meet its financial 
needs. Though the Salesians in Esmeralda 
want to continue their mission among the 
poor, they cannot afford to continue offering 
these life-changing services without help. Please 

— help ensure the precious children of Esmeraldas are given hope for a better future.

With your help, we can ensure that the precious children of Esmeraldas are 
given hope for a better future.
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The Salesian’s Chicos de la Calle Center 
Improve Children’s Lives with Education and Nourishment

Salesian missionaries began their work in Ecuador in 1977 by starting programs to help the 
development of poor youth in the capital city of Quito. Gradually, these missionaries brought their 
programs into the provinces, starting the Chicos de la Calle center in Esmeraldas in 1996. In the 
decades since, the missionaries have followed the example of the order’s founder, St. John Bosco, who 
sought to serve the physical, social and spiritual needs of disadvantaged youth.

For the children of Esmeraldas, 
each day weighs heavy with cares. 
Many young boys, like 12-year-old 
Daniel, work all day to help support 
their families. Daniel does the hard 
labor of loading sand onto boats 
and trucks in order to make 
enough money to feed his mother 
and three siblings. When he has to 
work all day, he cannot go to 
school, but that doesn’t stop him 
from dreaming. He hopes to become 
an engineer one day. 

Poor children in Esmeraldas carry the weight of hunger, fear and desperation

Daniel, 12, works all day loading sand onto 
trucks to help feed his family
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Other children have trouble attending school because of 
trials imposed upon their family. Bridgette, a 12-year-old 
girl, stopped attending classes at the center regularly when 
her grandmother became very sick and needed daily care. 
Bridgette gets her three younger siblings ready for school, 
but she herself can no longer go. Instead, she currently leaves 
her grandmother for just an hour each day to ask for lunch 
at the Chicos de la Calle center.

“She is one of the children who regularly comes by to see 
if there is enough food left after all of the program children 
have had lunch,” explained Aura Ortiz, one of the teachers at 
the center. “When we can, we give her something to eat.” 

Aura and the other staff members at Chicos de la Calle 
understand the terrible challenges poor children in 
Esmeraldas must overcome, and they work tirelessly to give 
the children a chance for a better life.  An education and 
nutritious meals are important stepping stones if they are to 
help children break out of the cycle of poverty that is 
plaguing their community.

The work of the Salesian 
missionaries does not end after 
children leave their classroom. In 
addition to teaching classes, providing 
lunch and tutoring the children, the 
staff meets with families, reaches 
out to street children, provides 
counseling for children and families, 
offers faith formation and the 
Sacraments, and does everything it 
can to encourage the children to 
pursue an education.

To continue providing this level 
of care to the children of Esmeraldas, 
the missionaries need your help with 
sponsoring scholarships, funding 
educational materials and supplying 
healthy meals to the poorest of the 
poor in their community.

Bridgette, 12, must miss school to take care of 
her sick grandmother
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

When St. John Bosco was just 9 years old, he knew God was calling him to serve disadvantaged youth.  Though a 
poor young farm boy himself, St. John Bosco saw a path to a better future for others and walked by faith to serve 
where he could.  He dedicated his life to following Jesus’ command in Matthew 16:24 to “take up their cross and 
follow me,” and this call to action falls upon us as well!

In Esmeraldas, the Salesian missionaries follow St. John Bosco’s example by taking up their crosses for the love of 
God’s most vulnerable children, but they shouldn’t have to carry that burden alone. Help these dedicated 
missionaries by contributing to their valuable outreaches!  Empower their programs so children’s lives can be 
forever changed!

God calls each one of us to share our gifts with those in need, and our Lord has a special place in his heart for the 
children of the world. 

Please prayerfully consider contributing to support the education and well-being of the poor children of 
Esmeraldas. Your gift to these wonderful Salesian missionaries can mean the difference between a life of 
hopelessness and a bright future for the hundreds of children in the Chicos de la Calle program.

“Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in 
heaven their angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven.”

Matthew 18:10


