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Minne Hara School Support
Catholic education for the poor

— Minne Hara, Ethiopia —

Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth…
Psalm 86:11



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will fund salaries for teachers 
and support staff for a Catholic school 
serving children in a very poor, remote 
community.

Purpose
To nurture children’s minds and souls and set 
them on a path to a brighter future, while 
easing the financial burden on needy families 
who have scant resources to spend on tuition 
and supplies. 

Our Partners
Minne Hara School is an outreach of a small 
Catholic mission run by the Consolata 
Missionaries.

Location
Minne Hara village, a rural area about 8.5 
hours southeast of Ethiopia’s capital city, 
Addis Ababa. 

Cost
$20,900 is needed to help cover the modest 
salaries of the school’s 15 teachers, plus 
guards staff.

Highlights
• The Consolata Missionaries minister to an 

extremely remote and hard-to-reach Ethiopian community through a small local mission and school.

• Each year, local teachers and parent committee leaders go house-to-house, encouraging poor families to 
enroll their children in school.

• As an incentive, the Consolata Missionaries offer a free or low-cost education up to the eighth grade level at 
the local Catholic school.

• Cross Catholic Outreach has committed to helping cover the salaries of Minne Hara School teachers and 
support staff so they can help provide a quality education to the school’s 800+ students.

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me  
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”

Matthew 25:35
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The Need

Throughout his pontificate, Pope Francis has challenged the Church to reach out to those on the margins of 
society. In Ethiopia, the Consolata Missionaries are living out this calling in a place that is both figuratively and 
literally on the extreme margin of civilization.

The Consolata Missionaries drive for hours from their local compound, venturing deep into the mountains to 
the remote village of Minne Hara. There, cut off from the rest of civilization, they minister to subsistence farmers 
with a desperate need for Christ’s mercy and the mission’s compassion. 

These poor men and women pray 
for rain and a good harvest so they 
will be able to feed their children, and 
when a dry spell strikes, they bear a 
heavy burden. Money evaporates, 
families go hungry and children are 
pulled out of school. Even when 
harvests are good, many children are 
still denied an education.

Worried parents will say that 
children are needed to help guard  
the animals, plow the fields, plant 
seeds and gather the harvest. Girls, 
especially, are kept at home to help 
their mothers with daily chores, such 
as traveling miles just to fetch water 
and firewood. In many parents’ 
estimation, the need for an immediate 
helping hand trumps the possible 
long-term benefits of a diploma.

Another roadblock to education  
is the cost. Even the very minimal 
expense of uniforms, notebooks and 
other supplies to go to a public 
school is beyond the humble means 
of many poor Ethiopian families.  
If their meager earnings are just 
enough to choose one thing — food 
or education — food always wins. 

Without an education, the 
children of the poor are condemned to lifelong poverty. The only future they can hope for is a subsistence-level 
existence, cut off from opportunity and plagued by the threat of hunger. The Consolata Missionaries have a 
heart to serve these children, but they need your help to succeed. 

Your involvement today can change the trajectory of an impoverished child’s life, lifting him or her to new 
opportunities and a better future!
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Ministry Description

Minne Hara School has been providing a Catholic education to poor children since long before the Ethiopian 
government brought public schooling to the region. But the Consolata Missionaries know it isn’t enough to 
build a school — you’ve also got to offer an incentive for children to fill the seats. You need to show the value of 
an education.

Each year, teachers and parent committee leaders go door-to-door, seeking out children who aren’t going to 
school and encouraging their parents to enroll them. To ensure that the cost isn’t a deterrent, the school offers a 
tuition-free education and free materials for children in the first two grades, as well as financial support for older 
students in need. A summer literacy program helps prepare children who have not yet started school, and an 
emphasis on team athletics 
fosters discipline and self-
esteem. After students graduate 
from Minne Hara School, which 
goes up to eighth grade.

Former students are studying 
law, nursing, social science and 
civil engineering; and amazingly, 
one graduate has grown up to 
become the current governor of 
the local province!

Consolata Missionary Father 
Michael said, “I believe Minne 
Hara School is a good 
opportunity to show the 
Father’s love for all his children 
through the Church and her 
missionaries. It is a good 
example of concern for the last 
ones of the people.

“Encountering so many youth in school and outside the school environment has given me the opportunity to 
live openly my faith and to announce it clearly, wherever possible... Many youth came to faith and true Christian 
life through our activity in the school and our social involvement. Many of these youth have obtained good jobs, 
the majority are happily married, and some have taken up priestly and religious life.”

 “ ... Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that 
the kingdom of God belongs ...” 

– Mark 10:14
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

As former Minne Hara students pursue their dreams and new children take their place at the seat of learning, 
there is a continuing need for our financial support. The current student body at this remote Catholic primary 
school cannot be sustained without your help through Cross Catholic Outreach. These children are the poor and 
marginalized whom Christ has called us to reach out to with loving, open arms.

Your generous gift will equip the Consolata Missionaries to humbly and effectively serve the children of 
Minne Hara. With your support, they will be able to pay the teachers whose academic instruction and moral 
guidance will mold and shape these children and prepare them for a bright future. The foundation that is laid 
during these formative years will enable the children to achieve their dreams, to find gainful employment, to 
raise thriving, God-fearing families and to bring peace and prosperity to their land. 

At Minne Hara School, the poorest of the poor are gaining confidence, achieving goals and experiencing 
Christ’s love. Won’t you join us now in support of this empowering education program, so the Consolata 
Missionaries can continue to bring hope to rural Ethiopia?

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me,  
and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 

Mark 9:37


