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Chicos de la Calle 
 “Children of the Street”

Aiding street children and child laborers
— San Lorenzo, Ecuador —

Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor and 
oppressed. Rescue the weak and needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.

Psalm 82:3-4



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
Chicos de la Calle, run by the Salesians of Don Bosco, provides Ecuadorian working children and teens with 
educational support and spiritual formation in an effort to improve their living conditions and break the cycle 
of poverty.

Location
San Lorenzo, Ecuador, a coastal town just south of the Colombian border.

Cost
$13,200 will partially cover the cost of a year’s worth of cultural and sports programs for up to 317 child 
laborers and impoverished at-risk children. The project focuses on providing lunch to the children, school 
tutoring, support marimba and soccer, as well as backpacks with school supplies.

Highlights
• Chicos de la Calle was started in 1980 by the Salesians of Don Bosco, a Roman Catholic religious institute 

founded by Saint John Bosco to care for street children and child laborers through works of charity.

• The ministry operates in five cities throughout Ecuador. This project is for the ministry in  
San Lorenzo.

• The ministry focuses on making public education accessible for children by providing supplies for parents 
who cannot afford them.

• In the afternoons, the ministry offers tutoring and afterschool activities to help the children enhance their skills, 
increase their self-esteem and prevent them from becoming involved in destructive activities or being 
exploited by local gangs or illegally-armed military groups in Colombia.

• Ministry leaders recognize that it may not be economically possible for all participants to stop working, so 
they offer opportunities for children to attend school and use program services “in addition to” and not 
“instead of” work.

• Chicos de la Calle is very committed to the children’s spiritual growth and formation, sharing Christ’s 
message of hope with the children and helping them build good Catholic moral character.

For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. So live 
as people of light! For this light within you produces only what is good and right 

and true.

Ephesians 5:8-9
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The Need
Ecuadorian youth living along 

the Colombian border face risks 
that are not shared by children in 
other parts of the country. The 
neighboring country’s conflicts have 
spilled over the Ecuadorian border, 
bringing with it all the consequences 
which have kept Colombia in a state  
of war for decades. It is an unhealthy 
environment influenced by Marxist-
Leninist guerillas, right-wing 
paramilitary forces and Colombian 
drug cartels.  All of these groups are 
constantly seeking new recruits — 
and their prime targets are the poor, 
the young and the vulnerable.

As a result of these conflicts and 
tensions, children who live in 
Ecuadorian border towns like San 
Lorenzo face a very uncertain future, 
and the poverty in the area is gut-

wrenching. Walking along the streets of San Lorenzo, 
it is common to see single mothers with four, five or six 
children huddled in a one-room shack with no water 
or bathroom facilities. To feed their families, these 
mothers will typically take part in what locals call 
“shellfish catching.”  Entering muddy mangroves with 
water up to their chests, they grope around in an 
aimlessly search for clams and mussels, praying they 
don’t encounter snakes or scorpions along the way.

On a good day, after spending hours in the mud, a 
single mother may earn around $2 for her efforts. 
Obviously, it benefits the entire family if the 
children work as well, so even though Ecuador’s 
public school classes last only half the day, some 

children don’t attend. They give up dreams of school and a better life to make a few cents working on the streets 
or in shops.

We believe this situation breaks the heart of our Lord! Imagine a child of your own facing such a difficult life.  
And there are even more dangerous forms of labor facing some children: drug running and prostitution, among them. 

Without love, an education and support, these children and teens will have no choice but to turn to a difficult 
life in the streets, earning money any way they can. But with your generous support through Cross Catholic 
Outreach, these children have a chance to break the cycle of poverty and achieve a better life for themselves.

Poverty in Ecuador
• 35% of Ecuador’s population lives in poverty
• 1.5 million Ecuadorians live in extreme poverty, unable to 

meet their basic nutritional needs even if they spend all they 
have on food.

• More than 300,600 Ecuadorian children between the ages 
of 5 and 15 work.

• In rural areas, 2 out of every 3 people live in poverty.
• Nearly 10% of all people 15 and over cannot read or write. 
• Only 1 out of every 9 children who work also attend school.

Many of San Lorenzo’s street children grew up in slums like these disease-ridden swamp villages.
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Project Description 
Impoverished working children are the target population served by Chicos de la Calle San Lorenzo. The ministry’s 

goal is to offer the children and teens working on the streets an opportunity to get vocational training.  The 
ministry helps with school expenses, lunch and after-school tutoring and activities. They also seek to instill Catholic 
values into the children through a variety of fun programs that incorporate sports, music and cultural dance.

Chicos de la Calle San Lorenzo serves children from 5 years old to young adults. The children attend local 
schools in the morning from 7 a.m. to 12 noon. Then they come to the center for tutoring and afterschool 
activities. The ministry recognizes that it may not be economically feasible for every child to stop working, so 
they offer flexible schedules so that children don’t have to choose between work and school.

The project is part of a country-wide initiative by the Salesians of Don Bosco, a Roman Catholic religious 
institute founded by Saint John Bosco to care for street children and child laborers through works of charity. The 
Salesians have been working with street children in Ecuador since 1980, operating support programs in five cities 
throughout the country.

Chicos de la Calle’s Marimba dancing program is a tremendous incentive to encourage youth participation, providing each 
young person with a sense of pride and accomplishment.
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For several years, Cross Catholic Outreach has 
been a proud partner in the Salesians’ mission in 
Ecuador to fight child labor at the source, improve 
the lives of working children and, in the process, 
share the transformative message of Christ with 
these hurting souls.

San Lorenzo has many rough neighborhoods 
where gangs, drugs and alcohol are pervasive. The 
Salesians discovered that children and teens were 
getting involved with street gangs and drugs 
because they had no support system or constructive 
activities to turn to during their free time. Plus 
there is the ever-present danger of Colombian left-
wing guerillas and right-wing paramilitary groups 
recruiting young people for their conflict. 

That’s why Chicos de la Calle San Lorenzo offers 
highly-successful sports and Marimba programs, 
which not only build self-esteem among the kids, 
but actually help them gain future employment as 
professionals — especially in the case of the 
Marimba performers. 

The group is often asked to perform at local and 
regional events. And with your generous support 
through Cross Catholic Outreach, the Salesians 
will be able to keep the sports and cultural 
programs running.

A Changed Life
Martha is living proof of how Chicos de la Calle 

San Lorenzo is changing lives. Martha has 
relatives in Colombia, so she travels back and 
forth between that country and Ecuador. This 
makes her a prime target for recruiters, who 
entice her with false promises of money and glory. 
Thankfully, Martha resists, largely due to the 
wonderful work being done at Chicos de la Calle. 
“I love God and I love to dance,” she says. In 
Martha’s case, this love of dance has literally 
saved her life. Imagine what would happen if an 
innocent young girl like Martha had followed some 
paramilitary recruiter into Colombia. There is no 
telling what horrors would have awaited her.

Cross Catholic Outreach needs your help to support the sports and 
cultural programs at Chicos de la Calle. These programs offer children 
and teens a wholesome alternative to the dangers of the streets.
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

2700 N. Military Trail • Suite 240 • PO Box 273908 • Boca Raton, Florida 33427-3908 
800-914-2420 • CrossCatholic.org
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Help Now!
As long as poverty among adults is not resolved, children will be working in the street, trying to earn a pittance to 

help their families. Chicos de la Calle San Lorenzo strives to stop and reverse that poverty by making public school 
financially accessible to every child, offering education support and teaching the Catholic values these children 
and adolescents need to help prepare them for a better life. 

But the Salesians cannot do it alone. They need help from compassionate Catholics to keep their ministry 
alive and continue saving poor children from the dangers of the streets.

Cross Catholic Outreach is committed 
to supporting the work of Chicos de la 
Calle San Lorenzo by funding the sports 
and cultural programs that play a vital 
part in the ministry’s mission. We hope 
you’ll prayerfully consider joining us 
in bringing hope and a future to children 
desperate for help. 

Chapter 6 of the Gospel of Saint 
Luke reminds us that we are known by 
the good or bad “fruit” we produce, 
and that this fruit is a reflection of what 
is sown into our hearts. Let the outflowing 
of your heart’s love of Christ our Lord 
be a blessing to others in need. Join 
Cross Catholic Outreach as we sow 
into the lives of impoverished child 
laborers and at-risk street children so 
that they may also produce good fruit.

A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; 
and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. 

For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.
Luke 6:45


