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St. Gabriel 
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Love and Care for Persons Living with HIV/AIDS
— Addis Ababa, Ethiopia —

Heal the sick who are there and tell them, “The kingdom of God has come near to you.”
Luke 10:9



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
Provide medical care and humanitarian assistance to HIV/AIDS patients of St. Gabriel Catholic Health Center.

Purpose
To help people with HIV/AIDS, who are normally stigmatized and rejected, to know God’s love, acceptance 
and care, and to live long, productive lives. 

Affiliation
Brothers of Good Works

Location
Addis Ababa, the capital city of Ethiopia. The health center is located in an industrial area on the edge of the 
city where residents are very, very poor. 

Cost
$22,000 helps to cover the salaries of six healthcare staff and the costs to test, counsel and treat patients.

Summary
• Ethiopia is among the countries hardest hit by HIV/AIDS.

• There are not enough facilities or physicians in Ethiopia to meet the need for HIV/AIDS treatment.

• Most people in Ethiopia do not know how HIV is spread. A common belief is that they can get it through 
mosquito bites. 

• People with AIDS assume the disease is punishment for sins that must be treated with prayer and penance. 
They feel shame and self-condemnation, and suffer scorn and rejection. 

• St. Gabriel Catholic Health Center treats HIV/AIDS patients with Christ-like love, dispelling the myth that 
God wants them to suffer. 

• The health center screens for TB and HIV and provides those infected with medicine, medical care and 
counseling. For clients that are malnourished or the most vulnerable, the center helps with food and rent. 

• The health center also runs HIV prevention awareness programs in community schools and factories. 

• Cross Catholic Outreach invites you to partner with the Brothers of Good Works to bring love and care to 
Ethiopians living with HIV/AIDS. 

“Ethiopia has suffered some of the world’s most devastating human losses due to HIV.”

Source: World Health Organization

FACTS ABOUT THE HIV/AIDS GLOBAL PANDEMIC

• 34 million people worldwide live with HIV/AIDS
• 70% of the people with HIV/AIDS live in sub-Saharan Africa
• Sub-Saharan Africa represents only 12% of the global population
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Ethiopia in Crisis 

Ethiopia is one of the countries hardest hit by the global AIDS pandemic. Over the last several years, the 
nation’s government has made a concerted effort to tackle the problem by providing free antiretroviral (ART) 
medications to slow the disease’s progression, and implementing awareness campaigns. 

While such efforts have helped curb the devastating impact of the disease, there are far too few health facilities 
to meet the huge need for comprehensive AIDS treatment, and there aren’t nearly enough physicians to attend to 
the overwhelming number of AIDS patients needing care. A huge void in services still exists, especially in the 
capital city of Addis Ababa. The city’s industrial district, home to about 300,000 people, is particularly vulnerable. 
The majority of residents barely earn enough to survive from day to day, so newly diagnosed AIDS victims there 
view the disease as a death sentence. 

While HIV/AIDS awareness in Ethiopia has slightly improved since 2005, myths and misconceptions persist. 
Most adults are unaware that a healthy-looking person can have HIV, or that faithfulness and abstinence can 
prevent its transmission. A common belief is that the virus can be transmitted through mosquito bites and 
assume God is smiting people with the disease as punishment for sins, which must be addressed through fasting, 
holy water or penance. In the meantime, those afflicted with the disease are subjected to shame and self-
condemnation under the scorn and rejection of their community.

The Addis Ababa neighborhood where St. Gabriel Catholic Health Center is located.
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The Catholic Church Responds

At the behest of both the community and the government, the Ethiopian Catholic Church established the St. 
Gabriel Catholic Health Center in 2011 to serve the poor residents of Addis Ababa’s industrial and migrant 
district. The Brothers of Good Works oversee this health center and its many programs to improve community 
health which include prenatal and pediatric care and child vaccinations.St. Gabriel Catholic Health Center also 
runs a program to tackle the community’s serious HIV/AIDS issues.

When women come to seek prenatal care or to get checkups for their children, St. Gabriel’s includes TB and 
HIV testing as part of the standard routine. For those who test positive, the center provides counseling and 
medical treatment. It also cares for people referred by clinics unequipped to treat HIV/AIDS.

The health center staff treats patients with love and understanding rather than with the scorn and rejection 
patients expect and often experience. At St. Gabriel Catholic Health Center, every patient is considered an equal 
member of God’s family.

St. Gabriel’s not only provides medical care, but goes the extra mile for some of the most destitute patients 
who are too sick to work. In Jesus’ name, the health center pays their rent and provides food for a while, so 
patients and their families do not go homeless or hungry during an already difficult time. 

To prevent the AIDS tragedy from claiming more victims, St. Gabriel Catholic Health Center works in the 
factories to educate the local population about the realities of HIV/AIDS. They dispel the myths and 
misperceptions surrounding the disease, which helps reduce the stigma associated with it. 

By receiving accurate knowledge about HIV/AIDS, and by seeing God’s unconditional love modeled by health 
center staff, people in the community can begin to form new perceptions about a kind God who wants his 
beloved children to live long, healthy lives. 



Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

2700 N. Military Trail • Suite 240 • PO Box 273908 • Boca Raton, Florida 33427-3908 
800-914-2420 • CrossCatholic.org

 @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    /CrossCatholic    CrossCatholicBlog.com

Copyright Cross Catholic Outreach. Cost-effectively written, designed and printed in-house. [nb1408][Utn1504][Utn1601][Udv1706][Udv1806]

4

How You Can Help

Throughout his earthly ministry, Jesus showed love and compassion toward those most shunned by society. 
He dined with corrupt tax collectors, showed mercy toward the adulteress, and healed those with leprosy. Jesus 
urges his followers to be similar ambassadors of compassion to everyone, whether they are considered innocent, 
honorable or undeserving. 

In Ethiopia, the Brothers of Good Works are heeding Jesus’ teaching and modeling his compassionate behavior. 
Through St. Gabriel Catholic Health Center they are finding mothers, fathers and children living with the terrible 
blight of AIDS, ministering to them physically and spiritually, and helping them to live longer, healthier, more 
productive lives. The health center staff is also educating the community about AIDS prevention. In doing so 
they are dispelling myths, imparting truths and meeting practical needs — in the name of Christ.

This urgent ministry is able to operate only with financial help from compassionate Catholics. Your gift helps 
cover the salaries and expenses to treat people living with HIV/AIDS, and to make a positive impact on this 
struggling urban community. 

Please… make a gift today and be an ambassador of Christ’s love! 
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