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Amigos for Christ
 Farm Animals for the Poor

— Rural Nicaragua —

Honor the Lord with your substance...
then your barns will be filled with plenty.

Proverbs 3:9-10



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will provide pigs to poor, 
rural 17 Nicaraguan families, along 
with the training to raise them.

Purpose
To give marginalized families a self-
sustaining way to generate perpetual 
income and better support their 
families.

Location
Rural villages near the city of 
Chinandega, in western Nicaragua.

Ministry Partner
Amigos for Christ.

Cost
$20,130 will provide animals for 17 
needy families. This includes three 
pigs per household, as well as pigpen 
materials, feed, training and veterinary 
services.

Highlights
• A farm animal program can bring 

hope, faith and holistic transformation 
to impoverished Nicaraguan 
communities.

• Project participants are ambitious, 
hardworking men and women who are experienced in subsistence-level animal husbandry but need 
assistance in making it an income producer.

• Once a participant is chosen for the program, that family signs a contract with Amigos for Christ to care for 
the animals and return them at the end of a designated time period.

• During the loaning period, the families are able to eat, keep or sell anything their animal produces. In 
addition, throughout this period the Amigos’ veterinarian visits the families to provide training and check-
ups and to ensure that the animals are reaching their reproductive potential.

• At the end of one year, each family is responsible for giving back two females and a male out of the litters. 
They are then free to keep the original pigs, along with any remaining offspring. 

• Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to helping Amigos for Christ demonstrate the love of Jesus by providing 
the neediest villagers in the Chinandega region with income-generating farm animals and training.

Please give the gift of farm animals and transform lives!

A female pig can produce 16-20 piglets a year. Through consistent training, each 
family can grow their business.
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Absalon Hernandez has worked in the fields his entire 
life. The job pays little, but it is the only work he can 
find. Without it, his family won’t eat, so day after day, he 
goes off to toil in the hot sun, while his wife, Yamileth, 
takes care of the children in their tiny hut. 

Yamileth has also been trying to raise pigs to bring in 
extra money, but so far, she hasn’t figured out a way to 
turn the livestock into a real income-producing business.

The Hernandez family is just one of thousands working 
hard to eke out a living in Nicaragua, the second-poorest 
country in the Western Hemisphere. About four million 
Nicaraguans — more than two-thirds of the population — 
live on less than $2 a day. These are families who want to 
honor the Lord and reap the rewards of his bounty 
(Proverbs 3:9-10), but often don’t have the training or 
opportunity to lift themselves out of poverty so they can 
be everything God has intended them to be.

“My ultimate goal,” says Yamileth, “is to send my kids 
to college.” To make that happen, a woman like Yamileth 
is not looking for a mere hand out. She is looking for a 
hand up.Yamileth would love to figure out a way to turn pig farming 

into a real income-producing business.

The Hernandez family is just one of thousands working hard to eke out a living in Nicaragua.

The Need
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Profiting From Pigs
The gift of a pig can be a blessing to a poor family, but only if the family is supplemented with the proper 

supplies and training to sustain its growth and benefit from its use. Our ministry partner, Amigos for Christ, 
understands this important point. Along with providing animals to lift up poor Nicaraguan families, the 
ministry supports livestock owners with resources and helps them become small business entrepreneurs.

With support from Cross Catholic Outreach, Amigos for Christ is providing 17 needy families with two female 
pigs and one male pig per household, plus a generous amount of supplies to help get their businesses off the ground. 

Supplies include:
• Building materials for a pigpen 
• A four-month supply of pig feed
• Veterinary medicine
• Farm tools and implements

Participant families then sign a contract with Amigos for Christ to care for the animals. At the end of one year,  
they are required to return two females and a male out of their litters. They are then free to keep the original 
pigs, along with any remaining offspring. 

In exchange for signing the agreement, the families receive many benefits. This includes training in money 
management and caring for the animals. They also receive veterinary assistance. Throughout the loaning period, 
Amigos’ veterinarians visit the families to provide training and checkups and to ensure that the animals are 
reaching their reproductive potential. 

Livestock ownership often leads to an outpouring of community support. Neighbors with experience raising 
animals tend to share information, and genuinely want the project to succeed for the benefit of all. Their response 
confirms what a great opportunity this program provides for Catholics to express Christ’s love for the poor in a 
tangible, meaningful way.

Two pigs arriving at the Amigos farm before being distributed to 
families.

A pig is a wonderful gift. Within three months, a mama pig can 
yield a litter of eight to ten little piglets.
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Your gift to Cross Catholic Outreach allows 
the Farm Animals for the Poor program 
managed by Amigos for Christ to serve the 
poor wisely and effectively. A gift of livestock 
can be a true life-changing benefit to the poor, 
but only if families are given the proper support 
and training. 

The Farm Animals for the Poor program 
achieves these goals in ways that increase the 
family income, support the education of 
children and allow for an investment in the 
future. With access to the training, veterinary 
assistance and supplies necessary to get their 
businesses off the ground, these poor families 
will have the support necessary to establish 
good, sound financial policies. Most importantly, 
they will come to know the hope of Christ 
instead of hopeless suffering.

Make a tangible impact on men and women 
in desperate need today. Provide them with real 
solutions, and God will honor your self-sacrifice 
and your obedience to his word.

In Proverbs 19:17, the Bible says: “Whoever 
is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and will 
be repaid in full.”  As you reach out to those in 
need, we pray those bountiful blessings on you!

The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor 
have come up as a memorial offering before God.” 

Acts 10:4 (NIV)

Help Now!


