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I know that the Lord maintains the cause of the needy, 
and executes justice for the poor.

Psalm 140:12



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
The HOPE House Repair Project repairs 
homes for the impoverished elderly in the 
Punta Gorda area.

Purpose
To fund home repairs for six elderly 
individuals in the HOPE program.

Location
Punta Gorda, Belize.

Cost
$6,600 will repair the homes of the elderly 
individuals in need. The funds are used for 
materials and contractor services. 

Summary
• The Pallottine Missionary Sisters and a small 

team of local staff and volunteers serve the 
elderly in the Punta Gorda area year- round.

• HOPE also provide social activities for the 
elderly. Each summer, they work with a team 
of volunteers to repair homes for six elderly 
in the program. The home repairs are the 
specific focus of this project.

• A volunteer mission team from San Antonio, 
Texas, travels to Belize each summer to serve 
and work alongside a local in-counrty 
contractor to repair the homes chosen by the HOPE staff.

• Help Cross Catholic Outreach support HOPE’s mission to repair homes for the elderly in need!

“What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. 
It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy.” 

St. Augustine
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The Need: Homes for the Elderly in Belize

The Toledo District where Punta Gorda is located is sometimes called “The Forgotten District.” This holds a 
significant meaning to Christians familiar with our Lord’s love of the lost, forgotten and poor. As his faithful 
followers, we know it’s also our role to remember those who feel forgotten, addressing their fears and needs in 
any way we can.

The Pallottine Missionary Sisters’ HOPE Housing Repair Project was created with exactly this purpose in mind, and 
Sister Stephen, who is the sister at the order’s Nazareth Convent in Toledo, has a deep faith and love for the 
elderly. 

HOPE faithfully serves the elderly above the age of 65 in the Punta Gorda community, and residents of the area 
so love the Pallottine Missionary Sisters that they are excited when their 65th birthday arrives — because it means 
they can participate in HOPE’s activities. Unfortunately, many of these precious poor have needs that extend 
beyond the core services HOPE provides. Many live in dilapidated shanties, unfit for those whose health is 
declining. Understanding this need, the Pallottine Missionary Sisters turned to Cross Catholic Outreach to 
address the housing problem.

In many cases, roof leaks have created unbearable living conditions, and the program works to repair those 
deficiencies.  In other cases, there is no bathroom in the home or the outhouse is difficult to reach for those who 
use canes, walkers or wheelchairs. For some, poor health has made it impossible to climb stairs and access the 
upper rooms of their homes, or the house is in need of handrails or wheelchair ramps.
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Mrs. Castro, a sweet and beautiful 84-year-
old woman, is one of those on the waiting list 
for roof repairs, and her needs provide a 
graphic example of the hardships the elderly 
poor of Toledo face. “I put a pan down at night 
to catch water,” she says. Her bed also gets wet 
at night when it rains. But despite her 
difficulties and sufferings, she does not lose 
hope or faith. “Every morning and night I pray 
to God to get help,” she says.

In Mrs. Palacio’s case, a new bathroom will make a 
world of difference. She must leave her house and 
walk up the steep steps to an outhouse in order to 
use the bathroom. In the face of the hardship, she 
delays using the bathroom, which results in health 
problems. Her grandson, Jose, who has been caring 
for Mrs. Palacio since he was 18 years old, says, “My 
dream is to give her a bathroom for her birthday.”

Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I therefore 
command you, “Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbor in your land.”

Deuteronomy 15:11
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The Story: Volunteers Coming Together

Guerso is a valuable local volunteer for HOPE, and he plays an important role in the Housing Repair Project 
for the mission. A firefighter in the community, he donates most of his spare time to helping the elderly, often 
involving other firefighters in his efforts. He is a true example of living out the Beatitudes as he donates his time 
and skills to others. 

Sr. Stephen loves Guerso. She says, “Guerso is our right hand, our left hand — our everything!”

When asked why he helps the elderly, Guerso says, “I don’t even know myself. I just love it. It’s rewarding when 
you see them smile.”

Guerso is thankful for the role Cross Catholic Outreach plays in helping the elderly through HOPE Housing 
Repairs. He says, “Thanks to you, we give the elderly help. You have created a big impact. They will never forget 
you.”

“The distinctive mark of the Christian, today more than ever, 
must be love for the poor, the weak, the suffering.” 

St. Pope John Paul II
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Steve is another Punta Gorda 
resident who has benefitted from 
HOPE housing repairs. Before 
HOPE volunteers from Texas 
repaired his roof, he and his few 
meager possessions would get wet 
during hard rains. There were holes 
in his roof and wood lice had begun 
damaging the supporting beams. With 
financial help from Cross, volunteers 
not only put in a new roof on the 
house, but also installed lighting 
and new screen doors. They were 
also able to install a bathroom, so 
Steve no longer had to walk down 
the street to use nearby facilities. 

The commitment of both the local and 
visiting volunteers can make a major impact in 

Punta Gorda, but financial resources are 

After repairs

Mr. Steve’s roof before repairs

needed to sponsor this work. By 
supporting his mission, you can help 
change lives and give dignity to those 
who deserve to be treated as valued 

children of God.
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Together Let Us 
Confront Poverty!
HOPE is a valuable mission 

program performing an important 
service to the elderly in Punta Gorda, 
but for its work to continue, we 
must play a role!  Help us 
empower the Pallottine Missionary 
Sisters to reach more elderly 
individuals in desperate need.

By participating in this work of 
Christ to “confront the poverty of 
our brothers and sisters” in Belize, 
you will provide a light of hope 
where it is needed most. This is 
not the responsibility of a few 
people, but must be the work of 
the entire Church!

Join Cross Catholic Outreach in 
supporting the elderly of Punta Gorda. 
Help us confront the poverty of 
the elderly in Belize in this 
tangible, meaningful way!

“In imitation of our Master, we Christians are called to confront the poverty of our 
brothers and sisters, to touch it, to make it our own, and 

to take practical steps to alleviate it.” 

Pope Francis


