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Restoring Homes, 
Upholding Dignity
Home Repairs and Improvements  

for the Sick, the Elderly and Disabled Children
— Addis Ababa, Ethiopia —

You are the God who works wonders;  
you have displayed your might among the peoples.

Psalm 77:14



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will repair or rebuild 
the homes of the sick or elderly 
poor, and construct ramps for poor 
disabled children to make their 
homes handicapped-accessible.

Affiliation
This ministry is operated under the 
umbrella of the Ethiopian Catholic 
Church by the Brothers of Good 
Works.

Location
An impoverished area of Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia’s capital city.

Cost
$52,800 will build 8 new homes for 
the impoverished elderly and sick, 
repair 14 homes, and build three 
ramps for children confined  
to wheelchairs. 

Highlights
• Among their many outreaches, the 

Brothers of Good Works provide 
meals and other services for the elderly. They also offer health care and counseling to persons living with 
HIV/AIDS or children with disabilities. 

• Some of the center’s clients suffer in horrific living conditions. Due to illness or age, they have been too 
poor to pay for urgently needed house repairs, and are too weak to make the repairs themselves. 

• Dilapidated houses are characterized by crumbling walls, leaky roofs and dirt floors. These damp, muddy 
environments are unsanitary and unsafe, especially for the sick and elderly. 

• Disabled children from poor families are often trapped in their homes; the simple gift of a wheelchair ramp 
can help these children regain independence.

• Those blessed with house repairs and improvements see the help as a miracle of God’s love.

“Ethiopian cities suffer from a high degree of homelessness,  
environmental degradation, urban decay, a shortage of infrastructure  

and basic services, and high unemployment.”

UN-Habitat

Ethiopia Fast Facts
• 105 million people live in Ethiopia. It is the second most populous 

country in Africa. 
• 29.6% of the population lives below the poverty line. 
• 0.7% of the population is Catholic.

Source: CIA World Factbook
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The Need

Sulfa’s simple house was new and sturdy when she first moved into it 45 years ago. Today, it is a dilapidated 
mess. The weather-eroded mud-and-straw walls are on the verge of collapsing, and the metal sheeting has been 
almost completely torn away from the roof. When it rains, the sheeting flaps in the wind and water pours into 
the house, turning its dirt floors to mud. Water not only comes through the roof during heavy rains, but it also 
floods through the front entrance, bringing human and animal waste in with it. 

The living conditions are disgusting and degrading, but 60-year-old Sulfa and her family of 11 are so poor that 
it would take a miracle of God to improve their situation. The future, they feel, is bleak — their situation, hopeless. 

Sulfa used to wash clothes for a living, but such physically taxing work has become too difficult at her 
advanced age. Now the family relies on selling vegetables at the market. They earn just enough to feed themselves 
and purchase the most urgently needed household goods. House repairs seem an unattainable dream. 

And it’s not just the elderly who suffer in this way. The lives of Ethiopians with HIV are also in shambles, and 
poor families with disabled children struggle to make their homes more accessible. 

Fortunately, the Brothers of Good Works Counseling and Social Services Center has seen this need and is eager 
to address the problem. They have identified: 

• Fourteen very needy families who need their homes completely rebuilt

• Eight at risk individuals (with HIV) who need significant home repairs

• Three children who need ramps constructed to accommodate wheelchairs

To address these urgent needs, the Brothers of Good Works need our help.  Will you join us in this work of 
mercy? The poor of Ethiopia are desperate for a miracle, and you can be part of the solution!

Sulfa, right, and her 70-year-old sister, live with their children and grandchildren in a dangerously dilapidated home.
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The Ministry

Operating under the auspices of the Ethiopian Catholic Church, the Brothers of Good Works strive to improve 
the health and welfare of the families who live in a poor urban area of the capital city of Addis Ababa. In doing 
so, the Brothers of Good Works work to fulfill their mission to champion the rights of the poor and abused. As a 
congregation, they choose to exercise “a spirituality based on faith and charity” and strive “to be close to all people, 
but especially to the ‘least in the Kingdom,’ as simple brothers.”

Cross Catholic Outreach has been supporting various programs run by the Brothers of Good Works since 2008, 
including aiding impoverished families with home repairs and construction.

For the most vulnerable clients (the chronically ill, elderly and disabled) who are found living in 
dehumanizing conditions, the Brothers of Good Works repair, improve — and sometimes totally rebuild — their 
homes. Renovations often entail: 

• Pouring cement floors

• Replacing sheet metal roofing

• Reinforcing and plastering walls

• Installing sturdy doors

• Constructing  sturdy cement ramps

Such a dramatic upgrade to the 
beneficiaries’ homes will dramatically 
lift their spirits. No longer will they feel 
ashamed of their houses or be surrounded 
by decay and the sense their world is 
inevitably falling apart. Instead, they  
can live in dignity, enjoy a healthier 
environment, and be reminded each day 
that God loved them enough to send 
someone to do this kind deed for them. 

To see the impact of this important 
outreach, consider the recent success 
story of Hermon Worku.  The 17-year-
old rarely left her home because getting 
in and out of the house in her wheelchair 
was incredibly difficult.  A new ramp 
built for her use meant a new life for 
her entire family. It did more to 
communicate God’s love to her and her 
struggling family than words ever could. 

“The wheelchair and ramp are very helpful. I take her out to church, to her uncle’s house, and outside when 
the other children are playing,” her mother said. “Before, she was too heavy for me to carry her outside, but now 
I can move her with the wheelchair and ramp.”

The Brothers of Good Works have identified more families like Sulfa’s and Hermon’s who need support 
through home construction, repairs and ramps. Please — let God use you to work a miracle in their lives!

Hermon and her mother demonstrate the usefulness of their new ramp.
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  

the close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

2700 N. Military Trail • Suite 240 • PO Box 273908 • Boca Raton, Florida 33427-3908 
800-914-2420 • CrossCatholic.org

 @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    /CrossCatholic    CrossCatholicBlog.com
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Help Make a Miracle

When Sulfa was asked about the 
condition of her house, she looked up at 
the shafts of light shooting through parts 
of the ceiling, pointed to the rain buckets 
sitting on the dirt floor below, and 
brushed her hand over the crumbling 
mud-and-straw walls. Her serious eyes 
glinted with despair. “I’d like to have this 
repaired for my children,” she said. “For 
their sake — and for their future.” 

St. Paul reminds us in Colossians 3:11 
that, whether rich or poor, American or 
Ethiopian, raising a family or alone, we  
are all precious in God’s sight. We are 
members of Christ’s body, and the Holy 
Spirit works through us to help needy 
brothers and sisters in the faith like Sulfa 
and Hermon. 

With your prayers and gifts empowering 
the Brothers of Good Works’ ministry, 
God can provide the miracle of a safe, 
sound home, or a sturdy, practical ramp to 
poor families in Ethiopia — for their sake 
and for their children’s futures. Please help 
us answer their prayers for help today!

In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! As God’s chosen 
ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience.
Colossians 3:11-12


