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As Cor Unum transitions into the 
new Dicastery for Promoting Integral 
Human Development in Rome, Cross 
Catholic Outreach remains committed 
to working with this new entity along 
with the Holy Father’s call for New 
Evangelization. One perfect example 
of both of these initiatives in action, 
which are at the heart of our mission 
as a Catholic ministry to the poorest 
of the poor throughout the world, is 
located in the remote area of Peru. 

Nestled high in the Andes Mountains 
in southern Peru, you will find more than 
140 small villages located along the 
winding, mountain roads that hug 
Cotahuasi Canyon.  Here, the children of 
poor indigenous families have little access 
to a quality education because their 
remote villages offer little or poor school 
resources. In fact, the schools that are 
available in these villages are so inadequate 
that parents choose to keep their children 
at home — realizing this decision extinguishes any hope of their 
children rising out of poverty. There is, however, another option 
at the parents’ disposal — one which requires great sacrifice.

Parents could send their children away to the distant town of 
Cotahuasi (elev. 8,802 ft.) — a larger community with very good 
schools. By doing so, the children are able to receive the proper 
education God intended for them. To assist the families in this noble 
endeavor is the Institute of the Incarnate Word, a compound of 
Catholic low-cost boarding homes for children living in remote 
villages and attending the school. The children attend classes during 
the week and then return home on the weekends. 

Under the leadership of Father Adrian Codevilla, the brothers, 
nuns and lay staff have, for over a decade, dedicated the Institute 
of the Incarnate Word’s outreach to providing food, water, shelter, 
tutoring, Catholic spirituality and loving Christian fellowship for 
the boarding home students in Cotahuasi Canyon. 

Unfortunately, the present structures are crumbling and 
showing varying signs of age. Cross is committed to helping 
Fr. Adrian replace two existing dilapidated structures with one 
sturdy Catholic boarding home — but we need your help to 
build a new home so these rural children can continue receiving 
a quality education. Fr. Adrian chose this remote location 

Cross Catholic Outreach is Committed
to Providing Quality Education to the World’s Poor

specifically to shelter these children and to bless them with the 
Good News of our Lord. Cross Catholic Outreach’s assistance will 
be an enormous encouragement to this amazing priest who has 
dedicated his life to serving the poorest of the poor.
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Cross Catholic Outreach is currently 
responding to the catastrophic drought 
in the African countries of Sierra Leone, 
Nigeria, Kenya, Burkina Faso, Somalia and 
South Sudan; a drought described by many 
as the worst humanitarian disaster since 1945.

Across Africa, severe rainfall shortages 
have created a drought affecting at least 20 
million people, destroying crops and starving 
livestock, creating a life-threatening hardship 
for those who depend on these resources 
for nutrition and income. In the parts of 
Africa where farming and livestock are 
essential to a family’s survival, the drought 
is particularly disastrous. Families who 
have already been living under financial 
stress are seeing their crops and animals 
— their sources of nutrition and income 
— wither before their eyes. Forecasters 
project that drought conditions are unlikely 
to end soon, meaning that the situation 
will only continue to grow worse.

Cross Catholic Outreach has received desperate requests from 
our ministry partners in these affected areas. These priests, nuns 
and lay missionaries are doing their best to save every life they 
can, but they need our help. Cross has allocated initial food and 
emergency support payments to our ministry partners in Africa 
to provide some relief, but this is not nearly enough support to 
sustain them over the next two years. 

Each day our partners are witnessing the ravaging effects this 
drought is causing:  
• In the Diocese of Lodwar, there has been no rain for over 14 

months. Father Fabian Hevi of the Society of African Missionaries 
is witnessing daily the Turkana people starving as their goats 
and camels are dying in large numbers. He has told us that 
food relief is needed for 1,250 families. 

Cross Responds to Drought in Africa

• In Ewuaso Kedong, where Father John Fortune works with the 
Maasai people, rain is scarce and their livestock are dying due to 
lack of vegetation. Fr. Fortune reports that as the people cannot 
afford beans and milk, they don’t have an adequate amount of 
protein and calcium; relief is needed to help 500 starving families. 
“A girl from the Maasai tribe told me that when her parents 
can afford to buy food, they buy food for the animals in the 
hopes of keeping them alive,” said Jim Cavnar, president of 
Cross Catholic Outreach, on his recent trip to Kenya.

• In Sierra Leone, Cross is seeking to deliver two containers of 
Vitafood to poor families there, for a total of 544,320 meals. 
Vitafood is a fortified rice product designed to reverse the 
harmful effects of malnutrition in young children. 

• In South Sudan, more than 5 million people are facing 
extreme hunger, and 7.5 million people are in need of other 
humanitarian aid such as medicine and water. Cross Catholic 
Outreach is planning to deliver an Interagency Emergency 
Health Kit (IEHK) for use in treating medical ailments related 
to the drought and ongoing political strife. This kit will meet 
the medical needs of 10,000 impoverished families, refugees 
and displaced people for 90 days.

Cross Catholic Outreach is preparing to send the next wave 
of food and medical support to our suffering partners in Africa, 
and with the help of Catholics in the U.S., we can provide relief 
and the love of Christ to families that are out of options and 
desperate for hope. The mission is challenging, but together we 
can accomplish these goals and glorify God in the process — and 
answer the cries of the 20 million people suffering from drought 
and famine.



3
CrossCatholic.orgCrossRoads

Arlington Parish Witnesses Church’s Works of Mercy
Saint Luke Catholic Church in McLean, VA is a model parish in the Diocese of Arlington for the kind of social outreach that all 

parishes are called to do. They have hosted an outreach priest from Cross Catholic Outreach and have helped support the poorest of 
the poor by partnering with our programs. Under the spiritual leadership of their pastor, Father David Martin, the parish is committed to 
the Holy Father’s call to witness Christ’s love for others. The parish is involved with many programs in the local community that seek 
to further the Gospel call to serve:

Sandwich Program — Each week Saint Luke parish volunteers make bologna and cheese and peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, 
and, once packed in plastic bags, they are delivered to the Dinner Program for Homeless Women in Washington.

Shop and Share — As parishioners visit the supermarket, they can buy extra grocery items and drop them off in boxes at the 
entrances to the church. These pantry items are distributed to those in need in the community.  

S.O.M.E. —  So Others Might Eat is an interfaith project regularly supported by Saint Luke. Parishioners prepare and deliver meatloaf, 
chicken and pasta dinners to the church on the third Saturday of odd-numbered months — January, March, May, July, September 
and November.

Coaching and Action Plan Services (CAPS) —  Saint Luke parishioners, working with individuals from other parishes, have 
organized One-to-One Life Coaching and Action Plan Services for residents of Christ House (a homeless shelter and soup kitchen in 
Alexandria) and individuals who contact Catholic Charities seeking emergency assistance. Too often, financial help with an electric bill 
or rent is merely a Band-Aid, failing to solve underlying problems. Life coaches work with individuals and families to break down their 
problems into manageable pieces, devise solutions, and develop an action plan that can put their life on a positive, sustainable path.

Habitat for Humanity —  Saint Luke parishioners are prominent among volunteers in this McLean Interfaith Coalition project, 
constructing houses in the area that eventually will be new homes for families in need. 

Helping Hands —  This Saint Luke program aids the home-bound or incapacitated in a variety of ways. From grocery shopping to 
errands to just stopping in for a visit, come and offer a helping hand in the spirit of Christ. 

Share, Inc. —  Share Inc. is an ecumenical organization of local faith communities established in 1969 to help the less fortunate 
in McLean, Pimmit Hills and nearby areas. It operates a number of ongoing programs, including crisis interventions for families 
encountering severe distress to ward off evictions, utility cutoffs, etc.; a furniture exchange to provide used furniture for the needy; 
a free food pantry and clothing room at a local church; and transportation services to assist seniors with obtaining medical services. 
Special events include providing new school supplies for families in need; food baskets at Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter; and 
a “free store” of gifts at Christmas.

All of these efforts demonstrate how each Catholic parish in the diocese is answering the genuine call to be Christ’s hands and feet 
for their neighbors who are struggling. Cross Catholic Outreach is blessed to have the Saint Luke Parish Community as a partner in 
our common goal of ministering to the suffering Christ in our world through works of mercy.
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Catholic bishops in the U.S. continue to 
acknowledge Cross Catholic Outreach’s 
work and applaud our efforts in providing 
aid to our ministry partners in the developing 
world. “The bishops are moved by the fact 
that we’ve launched outreaches in almost 
40 countries and that we undertake a variety 
of projects; everything from feeding the 
hungry and housing the homeless to 
supplying safe water and supporting 
educational opportunities for the poorest 
of the poor,” said James Cavnar, president 
of Cross Catholic Outreach. “The bishops 
have also been impressed that Cross is able 
to offer a direct and meaningful response 
to emergency situations, most recently by 

providing relief aid to our partners in 
Africa, Haiti, El Salvador and Belize who 
have experienced natural disasters.”

“I must say that I am quite impressed by 
the scope and the organization of your work 
that assists the poor across the globe,” wrote 
Bishop Thomas J. Tobin of Providence. 
“It is my understanding the donations you 
collect allow you to provide much-needed 
material assistance to many people who 
depend solely on the grace of God and the 
generosity of their brothers and sisters for 
their survival.” 

Bishop Thomas John Paprocki of 
Springfield in Illinois agreed and shared 
his encouragement, writing, “Thank you 

for sharing the information regarding the 
important work that Cross Catholic Outreach 
does to support the Church’s ministry to the 
poorest of the poor. Based on the information 
you provided as well as the reputation of 
your organization, I am happy to offer my 
endorsement of Cross Catholic Outreach.”

As well as expressing his appreciation 
for Cross Catholic’s support for the Catholic 
missionaries and dioceses throughout the 
developing world, Bishop David Konderla 
of Tulsa stated, “May God continue to bless 
Cross Catholic Outreach in its mission to 
educate and instruct the U.S. Catholic 

Bishop Endorsements Bless Cross Catholic Outreach

Bishop Thomas John Paprocki

Bishop Oscar A. Solis

Bishop David Konderla

Bishop Michael E. Burbidge

Bishop Thomas J. Tobin

Bishop Steven J. Raica

~ story continued on page 5
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faithful about the effective work being done 
by the Church in the Caribbean, Central and 
South America, Africa, and Southeast Asia.”

Bishop Steven J. Raica of Gaylord wrote 
of becoming aware of Cross Catholic’s 
work and ministry from his predecessor 
and from the priests in the Diocese who 
were familiar with our work on behalf of 
the poor in the world. Pleased to learn 
that Cross’ canonical statutes were approved 
by Cor Unum, he wrote, “This event 
signifies your ministry’s mission as one 
which responds to our Holy Father’s call to 
be missionaries and advocates for the poor.” 

Echoing that sentiment, Bishop Oscar A. 
Solis of Salt Lake City wrote, “...worth noting 
is the close working relationship of Cross 
Catholic Outreach to Cor Unum, the Pontifical 
Council for assistance to the people of 
the Church in the Third World. The 

endorsement of this Vatican’s international 
relief ministry of your works is a strong 
indication of your organization’s vision and 

mission which are in consonant with the 
spirit of our Church’s solidarity and 
preferential option with the poor.”

And Bishop Michael F. Burbidge of 
Arlington expressed, “I am pleased to extend 
to Cross Catholic Outreach my personal 
commendation and support for the extensive 
missionary work accomplished in assisting the 
poorest of the poor in various countries 
throughout the world. A lasting difference 
is made through this outreach endeavor.” 

Thanking Cross Catholic for visiting with 
him earlier this year, Bishop Brendan J. 
Cahill of Victoria in Texas commented, 
“I’ve heard personal testimony of the good 
work of Cross Catholic Outreach from priests 
in the diocese. Cross Catholic Outreach 
collaborates closely with charitable institutions 
of the Holy See and has an outstanding record 
of providing substantial funds to the poor.”

Bishop Endorsements a Blessing continued from page 4

Bishop Brendan J. Cahill

Worldwide Impact:  Since its inception, Cross Catholic Outreach has served the poor in over 70 countries with nearly 
$1 billion in aid. Through our 13-year relationship with Cor Unum, Cross Catholic Outreach has served the poor with over $7,500,000 in aid. 
Below are just some of our nearly 150 Cor Unum Grants: 

• 2016 / $25,000
Sierra Leone
Health Care Project  

• 2007 / $200,000
Peru / Earthquake Victims

• 2015 / $50,000
Honduras
   Drought Relief

• 2008 / $20,000
Texas / Hurricane Recovery

• 2010 / $50,00
Sri Lanka / Internally 
Displaced Persons from 
Civil War

• 2011 / $74,500 
Bangladesh
Flood Relief 

• 2015 / $100,000 / Nepal / Earthquake Relief

• 2016 / $100,000
Lesotho / Drought Relief

• 2015 / $50,000
Vanuatu / Typhoon Relief  
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 St. Clement of Rome in the Archdiocese of St. Louis is a fine 
example of a Catholic Community of faith that seeks to live out 
Pope Francis’ call to New Evangelization. They have hosted an 
outreach priest from Cross Catholic many times and have 
supported many of the projects that Cross undertakes for the 
poorest of the poor. 

The parish has an active St. Vincent de Paul Society. The St. 
Clement Conference collects parishioner donations of food, 
clothing, furniture and cash gifts, all of which are used to serve 
those in need. The Society is built on person-to-person contact 
in order to be the hands of Christ and to fully understand the 
needs of the people. A number of members of the St. Clement 
Society make home visits and answer phone calls from those 
seeking assistance. Examples of aid provided include food, 
utilities, rent, and auto purchase and repair. 

Various other ways in which the parish community participates 
include delivering food and clothing to other parishes in the 
diocese, volunteering at regularly scheduled food and clothing 
drives, participating in the annual Walk for the Poor, and joining 

other members at food pantries and the SVDP Thrift Stores. 
Working with the St. Vincent de Paul ministry of their 

neighboring parish, St. Elizabeth Mother of John the Baptist, 
both parishes co-host an annual Friends of the Poor® Walk to 
raise funds and awareness of poverty in the U.S. Walks are held 
each year at approximately 250 locations across the U.S., with 
more than 25,000 participants. Last year’s walk incorporated the 
collection of more than 500 personal care kits distributed to the 
homeless at St. Patrick’s Center. 

St. Clement also sponsors the St. Patrick Casserole Program, 
which consists of approximately 200 parishioners who provide 
spaghetti dinners to the homeless at St. Patrick Center in downtown 
St. Louis approximately 18-20 times a year. 

Under the spiritual leadership of their pastor, Msgr. Michael 
Butler, St. Clement strives to be an ongoing witness within the 
archdiocese, both within the local community and in the greater 
worldwide Catholic Church, especially through its partnership with 
Cross Catholic Outreach. We are very blessed to have St. Clement’s  
support and prayers.

St. Louis Parish a Model for Works of Mercy
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Bishop Holley joins Cross Catholic Board
Bishop Martin D. Holley, D.D., of the Diocese of Memphis is the newest bishop 
to join our board of directors. Bishop Holley had been the auxiliary bishop in the 
Archdiocese of Washington, D.C., from 2004 to 2016. He is a strong advocate for 
the poor and marginalized and has been a long-standing supporter of the work 
of Cross. He writes in his endorsement letter: “It is an honor and a privilege for 
me to endorse the fine work that Cross Catholic Outreach is providing as it 
truly lives out the mandate of the Gospel, to take care of the Lord’s sheep in 
solidarity with the Holy Father’s Pontifical Council Cor Unum that enables 
His Holiness to fulfill the role entrusted to him by Jesus Christ the Good Shepherd.”  
Following the Jubilee Year of Mercy, Cross has continued the message of that 
special year and Bishop Holley’s motto reflects that same message: “His mercy 
endures forever.” We welcome Bishop Holley to our Board and the guidance he 
brings to our work.

In light of the spiritual fruits to which the Missionaries of 
Mercy gave rise during the recent Extraordinary Holy Year, 
the Holy Father has decided that this important ministry, an 
expression of Divine Mercy and the pastoral solicitude of the 
Church, is to continue until further notice “as a concrete sign 
that the grace of the Jubilee remains alive and effective the world 
over” (Misericordia et Misera, 9). Cross Catholic Outreach was 
blessed to have six of our Outreach Priests commissioned by 
Pope Francis as Missionaries of Mercy and their ministry will 
continue in the coming year. They have been asked to meet with 
the Holy Father on Divine Mercy Sunday, the Second Sunday of 

His Mercy Endures Forever — 
The Missionaries of Mercy Continue!

Easter in Rome and remain for three days of reflection and 
instruction on this ministry of mercy.

The Holy Father has asked the Missionaries of Mercy to make 
themselves available to parishes and Diocesan Bishops to undertake 
parish missions to the people and to parochial initiatives related 
particularly to the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
and to preaching on the Mystery of Divine Mercy. If you would 
like to schedule one of our priests, please call Cross at 1-800-914-
2420, and they can arrange to have one come to your parish. This 
is part of Cross Catholic’s theme: “His mercy endures forever.” 
We hope many parishes will take advantage 
of this opportunity for grace and mercy 
in the coming year.
of this opportunity for grace and mercy 
n the coming year.
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Pope Francis has declared the Thirty-third 
Sunday of Ordinary Time to be a World Day of 
the Poor. He wrote: “All the poor — as Blessed 
Paul VI loved to say — belong to the Church by 
‘evangelical right’ (Address at the Opening of the 
Second Session of the Second Vatican Ecumenical 
Council, 29 September 1963), and require of us a 
fundamental option on their behalf. Blessed, 
therefore, are the open hands that embrace the 
poor and help them: they are hands that bring 
hope. Blessed are the hands that reach beyond 
every barrier of culture, religion and nationality, 
and pour the balm of consolation over the wounds 
of humanity. Blessed are the open hands that 
ask nothing in exchange, with no ‘ifs’ or ‘buts’ or 
‘maybes’: they are hands that call down God’s 
blessing upon their brothers and sisters.

At the conclusion of the Jubilee of Mercy, I wanted to offer the 
Church a World Day of the Poor, so that throughout the world 
Christian communities can become an ever greater sign of Christ’s 
charity for the least and those most in need. To the World Days 
instituted by my Predecessors, which are already a tradition in the 
life of our communities, I wish to add this one, which adds to 
them an exquisitely evangelical fullness, that is, Jesus’ preferential 
love for the poor.

I invite the whole Church, and men and women of goodwill 
everywhere, to turn their gaze on this day to all those who stretch out 
their hands and plead for our help and solidarity. They are our 
brothers and sisters, created and loved by the one Heavenly Father. 
This Day is meant, above all, to encourage believers to react against a 
culture of discard and waste, and to embrace the culture of encounter. 

At the same time, everyone, independent of 
religious affiliation, is invited to openness and 
sharing with the poor through concrete signs of 
solidarity and fraternity. God created the heavens 
and the earth for all; yet sadly some have erected 
barriers, walls and fences, betraying the original 
gift meant for all humanity, with none excluded.”

Cross Catholic Outreach wishes to offer its 
priests and other outreach opportunities to 
parishes in a special way to help them fully 
participate in this day. It is indeed a tangible 
way for parishes to join with the poorest of the 
poor worldwide, and that is the basic mission of 
Cross in our work with parishes in the U.S.

Pope Francis further wrote: “It is my wish that, 
in the week preceding the World Day of the Poor, 
which falls this year on 19 November, the Thirty-

third Sunday of Ordinary Time, Christian communities will make 
every effort to create moments of encounter and friendship, 
solidarity and concrete assistance. 

 I ask my brother Bishops, and all priests and deacons who by their 
vocation have the mission of supporting the poor, together with all 
consecrated persons and all associations, movements and volunteers 
everywhere, to help make this World Day of the Poor a tradition 
that concretely contributes to evangelization in today’s world.

This new World Day, therefore, should become a powerful 
appeal to our consciences as believers, allowing us to grow in the 
conviction that sharing with the poor enables us to understand 
the deepest truth of the Gospel. The poor are not a problem: they 
are a resource from which to draw as we strive to accept and 
practice in our lives the essence of the Gospel.”

Pope Francis Offers The Church a “World Day of the Poor” 

Schedule a Cross Catholic Outreach Priest
to increase your parish’s awareness of our Church’s works of mercy around the globe 
and inspire your parishioners to become involved. This service is free to your parish, and 
no second collection is taken. Cross Catholic Outreach Priests are exceptional orators in 
the English language, and many are fluent in other languages. All are Roman Catholic 
priests in good standing and are VIRTUS/Child Protection certified.

For more information about hosting an Outreach Priest, please contact Cross Catholic 
Outreach at Priests@CrossCatholic.org or call 800-914-2420 ext. 119.

www.CrossCatholic.org/RequestAPriest


