
INTERNATIONAL PROJECT PROPOSAL
PROJECT 1302

Pallottine Missionary Sisters
Toledo High School Support

— Punta Gorda, Toledo District, Belize —

And my God will fully satisfy every need of yours 
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:19



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will provide books, 
uniforms, tuitions and registration 
fees for 30 high school students, 
those in greatest need, in the 
impoverished, rural Toledo District 
of Belize.

Purpose
Allow disadvantaged students to 
complete the high school education 
necessary to help them break the 
cycle of poverty.

Affiliation
The Pallottine Missionary Sisters

Location
Punta Gorda, Toledo District, Belize.

Cost
$2,200

Highlights
• Since arriving in 1913, the 

Pallottine Sisters have been 
faithfully serving Belize 
communities for over 100 years 
by spreading the Gospel message of Jesus Christ and providing education, medical care and life skills 
training to the poor and needy.

• This year, the Pallottine Sisters will provide much-needed textbooks, uniforms and registration fees to 30 
high school students for those in greatest need, in the Toledo District of Belize allowing them to continue 
the high school education needed to climb out of poverty.

• The Pallottine Sisters will assess each student’s family situation to determine the extent of financial need. 

• The students will submit mid-term and final grades to the Pallottine Sisters as a means of reporting their 
ongoing school progress.

• All books will be returned to the Novitiate Nazareth at the end of the school year for future use by other 
needy students.
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The Need: Financial Assistance for Motivated High School Students

“I like to study everything, but science is my favorite subject,” says 14 year old Faustino Paau. Although he’s still not 
sure what he wants to do when he graduates, Faustino knows the importance of finishing high school and is very 
dedicated to his studies. Every morning, he boards a bus for the 45-minute trip to his high school in San 
Antonio. In the afternoon, he rides the bus back home, hurrying to finish his studies before the sun sets, because 
his home has no electricity. 

For desperately poor students like Faustino, attending high school can be very challenging. They live in the 
isolated, rural areas of the Toledo District of Belize and must often endure lengthy and rigorous travel to get 
from their villages to the high schools located in the larger cities. 

The cost of an education is a roadblock to success too. Even though poor parents know the value of a quality 
education, they simply cannot afford to pay for the books, uniforms and fees required for their children to 
attend high school. Without financial assistance, it’s common for students in the Toledo District to drop out of 
high school. It’s a fateful decision that keeps families trapped in a cycle of poverty for generation after 
generation.

Like many others parents, Faustino’s mother and father wanted a better future for their son, but they saw no 
clear path to success. They dreamed Faustino and his six brothers and sisters could escape their fate of sleeping on 
a dirt floor or waking in a puddle of water from a leaking thatched roof. They wanted to give their sons and 
daughters greater opportunities — something more than subsistence farming for daily meals. But where could they 
turn for help?

Fortunately, Faustino’s parents discovered the Pallottine Missionary Sisters at the Novitiate Nazareth and learned 
of their outreaches to the poor. The Pallottine Sisters are dedicated to ensuring a quality education to the 
children of poor, rural families in the Toledo District. Having served in this remote area for years, the sisters know 
how much these hardworking villagers desire to give the next generation the chance to climb out of poverty. 
Through your support of Cross Catholic Outreach, the Pallottine Sisters can make this dream come true for 30 
needy students in the Toledo District!
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The Ministry: The Pallottine Sisters Give Students a Helping Hand 

Since the first four German nuns arrived in Belize City in 1913, the Pallottine Missionary Sisters have enjoyed 
growing respect and admiration in the community, particularly among the poor. For more than 100 years now, 
the sisters have focused on evangelization and the education of the poor, teaching nursing, gardening and home 
skills to needy students throughout Belize. Cross Catholic Outreach has a history of supporting the Pallottine 
Sisters’ various missionary works and sees great merit in their loving, thoughtful approach. 

We aren’t alone in singing their praises. The sisters’ love for Jesus Christ, good works, and steadfastness in helping 
the needy has endeared them to the people of Belize as well. In October 2013, the 100th Anniversary of the 
Pallottine Sisters in Belize was celebrated with a new issue of stamps in their honor!

Many of the Pallottine Sisters are retired educators, and they seek to help poor families with textbooks, uniforms 
and tuition fees. “I like that we are of service to the people — everyone knows that they can come here,” said 
Sister Stephen of the Novitiate Nazareth. 

When poor students ask for their assistance, the sisters meet with each student’s family to see their situation 
firsthand. Once legitimate need has been verified, the students are asked to bring in a book list and the sisters 
purchase any books they do not have in stock. “I never give them money directly,” said Sister Stephen of the 
Novitiate Nazareth convent. “If they need their tuition paid — I pay it. If they need books, I pay for the books. 
Sometimes, I leave the price tag on the books so they know someone else had to sacrifice for that money.” 

The Pallottine Sisters collect information on the student’s progress in high school at mid-term, second term and 
final. The students are also required to return all books to the convent at the end of the school year so another student 
can have access to them. “The purpose of this project is that the students break out of the cycle of poverty,” added 
Sister Stephen. “For me, that’s the dream. We try to help the students in high school because when they finish, they 
can help themselves.”

Sister Stephen meeting with a student’s mother, Susana.



2700 N. Military Trail • Suite 240 • PO Box 273908 • Boca Raton, Florida 33427-3908 
800-914-2420 • www.CrossCatholic.org

Copyright Cross Catholic Outreach. Cost effectively written, designed and printed in-house.

4

Toledo High School Support | Project 1302

Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019, the

close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, the

excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!
Thirty children from the poor families in the rural Toledo District of Belize are relying on the Pallottine Missionary 

Sisters to provide for their needs — and the sisters are relying on us! They should not and cannot carry on this 
effective ministry alone. They need the support of compassionate Catholics like you!

At Cross Catholic Outreach, we consider it an honor and privilege to partner with the Pallottine Missionary 
Sisters at the Novitiate Nazareth to help deliver this provision to promising high school students in Belize. As you’ve 
now seen, your gift to Cross Catholic Outreach can mean the difference between poverty or prosperity for a 
motivated student like Faustino who aspires to get an education and provide for his family. As Sister Stephen said 
of Faustino, “He is very smart but won’t be able to finish high school without financial help.”

Please become an instrument of God to meet the needs of 30 disadvantaged children in the remote and isolated 
Toledo District of Belize!

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD,
    and will be repaid in full.

Proverbs 19:17


