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Chipata Diocese Water
Safe Drinking Water for Impoverished Villages

— Diocese of Chipata, Zambia —

“If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food,  
and one of you says to them, Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,  
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that?”

James 2:15-16



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will allow the Diocese of 
Chipata to drill 15 boreholes, each 
with a hand pump station, so that 
impoverished villagers can easily pump 
clean groundwater to the surface.

Purpose
With access to clean water for the first 
time, women and children will no longer 
have to scoop their drinking water from 
foul water sources far from their homes. 

Our Partners
Catholic Diocese of Chipata.

Location
Vubwi and Chadiza Districts of the 
Chipata Diocese, Zambia. 

Cost
$115,000 to pay for construction and 
provide funds to organize and train local 
hygiene and sanitation committees.

Highlights
• Twice a day, woman and children trudge long distances to shallow ditches or deep, hand-dug pits to reach 

smelly, foul water. 

• They wait in line for hours because underground water sources refill slowly. After scooping out the water, 
they lug heavy containers back to the village.

• They routinely suffer from water-borne diseases such as diarrhea, dysentery and typhoid fever, and mosquitoes 
that breed in the water transmit malaria.

• Father Andrew, a parish priest, assists the Diocese in identifiying the material needs of the communities he 
serves.and the Diocese implements the projects. 

• With little local resources and the government support, Fr. Andrew and a team from the diocese urgently 
need the support of American Catholics to end the suffering of his people.

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, thirsty and you gave me drink,
a stranger and you took me in.”

Matthew 25:35

Five women begin their long walk to take water back to their homes, while another 
drops her bucket into the water hole.
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The Need

Last year we were able to help people in the villages of Malaya and Chitumba receive clean water. However, 
stories like these are still the same for people in the surrounding villages of Gundula and Kuchombo who will be 
the focus of this years project. Most women have to fetch water twice a day for their families. They trek to a 
distant ditch and wait in a long line as a trickle of water slowly fills the cavity from an underground source. Then  
they climb down to fill their buckets from a shallow and muddy pool, haul up the load, and lug the heavy 
container back home.

Even going through all of that, Sophia Phiri says the pain she feels is not in her muscles. It is in her heart. She 
knows the water she works so hard to bring home is likely to make her family sick. They all must drink to 
survive, but her husband and six children often complain of sharp pains in their stomachs and suffer from 
diarrhea. One daughter even has seizures — another price paid for using the “smelly water.”

But one thing is even worse than drinking the “smelly water” — having no water at all. That happens during 
the area’s dry season. Then, the family supplements their water supply with rainwater collected from the roof. 
And when the rains do not come for long 
stretches, the family has little to drink.

You’ll hear similar stories in all of the 
dusty villages of Zambia. Water sources at 
ground level have dried up so much that 
villagers must dig deep pits to reach pools 
of water. This water is quickly infested 
with frogs, disease-carrying mosquitoes 
and unseen parasites.

Savina Miti is one of the unlucky souls 
who depends on these water supplies.  
Although this mother of four limps badly 
from a deformed foot, she rises at 4 a.m. 
each day to trudge to the water pit, 
weakened further from frequent intestinal 
pain and several bouts of malaria.

“Please let the well come as soon as 
possible,” she says when she hears help 
may soon be on the way.

With your generous assistance, concerned 
Catholic leaders can answer Savina’s plea 
and ensure that her children never again 
have to drink contaminated water.

A Sign of God’s Love
Fr. Andrew intends to turn the new water pumping stations into spiritual hubs. Currently, villagers spend 
hours in the morning and afternoon on the chore of gathering water; this keeps children out of school, 
adults away from farm crops and entire families away from church. With the new water source, Fr. Andrew 
envisions the community gathering together in joy, helping each other pump water and praising God. He 
plans to make the water pump a sign of God’s compassionate love.
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Ministry Description

The problems associated with contaminated water in the village of Malaya 
hit Forston Phiri doubly hard. As a widower and father of six children, he 
suffers every day knowing that his children are drinking the foul liquid. And, 
as headman of the village, his heart aches because he can do nothing to help his 
community. He has made many appeals to government authorities for 
assistance, but there are no resources to spare. There simply are too many 
villages like Malaya in need of clean water. 

But where the government cannot act, the Lord can. Inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, Fr. Andrew and leaders of the Diocese of Chipata have stepped in with 
detailed plans to hire experienced contractors to dig boreholes and install 
hand pumps to easily bring water to villagers. Local committees are being 
formed to promote good hygiene and oversee ongoing maintenance. Families 
are asked to donate materials or labor to prepare the site for drilling and to 
annually contribute small amounts of money or corn to fund repairs.

As headman, Forston sees the joyful anticipation building among the villagers.

“I feel as if the borehole has been sunk already,” Forston said with great excitement.

Through Cross Catholic Outreach, you provide the funds desperately needed by Fr. Andrew and the diocese to 
complete this holy project and bring clean water to a suffering people. Together, we can show them the Lord has 
heard their pleas.

Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them. Then they cried to the Lord  
in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress.

Psalm 107: 5-6

Fr. Andrew

Villagers gather in prayer for the gift of clean water.
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  

the close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

Please act now so drilling can begin in the areas of greatest need.  Your support will enable the Catholic 
Diocese of Chipata to bring clean, refreshing water to five impoverished communities!

Parish priests and diocesan leaders can wait no longer for government assistance while their people continue 
to suffer. Clergy and lay leaders have crafted a detailed plan to create sustainable, life-giving water sources. All 
that is needed are the funds for construction.

Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to filling this urgent need. Please partner with us in bringing God’s 
mercy to suffering villagers. Through your generous gift, mothers will no longer have to climb into filthy water 
to scoop up drinking water, and their children will no longer have to suffer with intestinal disorders, constant 
pain and even malaria.

Don’t delay! Your fellow Catholics in Zambia urgently need our help!

“Whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones  
in the name of a disciple — truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 

Matthew 10:42

[ds1709][Udv1709]
[Ukg1809]


