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Housing for the Poor
— Worldwide —

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and  
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in.

Matthew 25:35



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
   This project will provide safe, secure housing for poor children, women and families in need.

Purpose
To restore the dignity and hope of families living in squalor, while calling them to unshakable faith in Christ 
the Cornerstone.

Location
Needy communities in developing countries around the world where our ministry partners serve.

Cost
It takes as little as several thousand dollars to bless a needy family with a durable new home.

Highlights
• In the developing world, the poorest families live in crude, dirt-floor shacks with walls made of mud, 

cardboard or whatever bits of plastic or metal they can find.

• Cross Catholic Outreach partners with local Catholic priests, religious orders and lay leaders working to 
improve the living conditions of these families.

• Your generous gift will empower these Catholic ministries to shelter the poor, typically by providing them 
with durable concrete houses.

• The houses your gift will fund are built with quality materials, a solid foundation and a waterproof roof, 
reducing the risk of flooding, wind damage, mosquitos and disease.

• Each house is a tangible demonstration of Jesus’ love and compassion for those who live on the 
impoverished margins of society.
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No Shelter from the Rain

Sun, wind and rain pour through gaps in the crumbling mud walls of Louinise Derval’s home. With each storm, 
the mud deteriorates further and the walls need to be patched. Try as she might to make these repairs, Louinise 
cannot keep the rain from getting inside and making the house unlivable for her and her five children, ages 4 to 13.  

“When it rains, the house is flooded and there is no dry space for the kids to sleep,” she said. “I have to scratch 
the dirt floor to get the mud out so they can have a spot to stand.”

Nearby, Ilfonise Mesilieu is raising seven children in a leaky wooden shack held together with mud. Unlike the 
first house, this one has a crude foundation…but not much else. There is no bathroom and no kitchen, the 
children all sleep on pallets, and the mud gets infested with insects during the rainy season. 

These families live in rural Haiti, but their stories could have come out of any of 10,000 different slums and 
villages around the world. As Catholic dioceses and missions reach out to their needy neighbors, they are encountering 
heartbreaking squalor such as this that desperately needs to be addressed. The Church is eager to be Christ’s 
hands and feet to these families, and that means not just speaking words of love, but also manifesting that love 
through acts of material blessing. It means tending to spiritual wounds while also paying heed to economic 
deprivation — the ramshackle shelters, the cracked support beams, the disintegrating walls, the muddy floors, 
the rain-soaked mattresses, and the total lack of personal safety and security.

Vulnerable men, women and children are praying for a miracle. This is an opportunity for Catholics to shine 
the light of Jesus in a dramatic and life-changing way. And now, there’s a way you can get involved! 

The poorest families build shelters out of any scraps they can find.
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Ministry Description

Cross Catholic Outreach partners with Catholic priests, religious orders and lay leaders in developing countries 
around the world to give safe shelter to the poor and vulnerable. Whether this means repairing a damaged house, 
building a whole new house or relocating a family to a safe place, the goal is always the same: to manifest God’s 
mercy in a tangible way that meets an urgent need, and that point is further reinforced by the housewarming gift 
many recipients receive: their very first family Bible.

For as little as $5,000 — sometimes even less — a Christian ministry can bless a poor family with a sturdy, 
concrete house. These simple, culturally appropriate structures are truly an answer to the prayers of the poor. 
They provide protection from storms, security from thieves, and a buffer against vermin and mosquitos. In some 
cases, the houses are also wired for electricity or come with extra features such as a freestanding latrine. 

Of course, durability in construction is as important as any of these individual features, and thanks to quality 
materials and professional construction, Cross Catholic-sponsored houses can endure strong winds and give 
families the peace of mind they yearn for. No more daily repairs. No more walking through mud. No more 
nights spent battling leaking roofs. These are homes built to last.

To foster a sense of dignity and ownership, beneficiaries are often asked to participate in the labor, doing tasks 
such as transporting materials or feeding the workers. This strategy cultivates a mindset in the poor that they can 
play an active role in improving their families’ lives, and that their homes are not just a free handout but a valuable 
asset worth maintaining and protecting. 

More than that, these homes are also a lasting reminder of God’s provision and love for the poor. They are a 
tangible proclamation, inviting the weak, the vulnerable and the marginalized to find sure footing on the solid 
foundation of Jesus Christ.  

This special gift is urgently needed by families struggling to raise children in unsafe, unhealthy shacks. But it 
can’t be done without you. Now is your chance to change a life in Jesus’ name!
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

1 John 3:17-18 is a poignant reminder of how a disciple of Christ should respond to the suffering of the poor: 
“How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet 
refuses to help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.” 

Moved by this admonition, Cross Catholic Outreach seeks out the “brother in need” and seeks to bless him by 
extending God’s compassion and mercy. Today, thousands of families living in deplorable conditions are that 
“brother in need,” facing incredible hardships and a lack of resources that’s almost unimaginable to us Catholics 
who live in economically blessed nations. As these brothers and sisters cry and pray for deliverance, we ask God 
to guide our hand to bring relief, and we depend on your support to achieve that goal.

Please join us now in meeting this urgent need for safe shelter. Be a witness to God’s inexhaustible love for the 
poor by rescuing a family from filth, disease, squalor and sleepless nights. Whatever amount you choose to give, 
the Lord will honor your compassion for His most vulnerable children, and the poor will be grateful for your 
sacrifice. Sponsor a home today! 

Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children  
and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us  

as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
Ephesians 5:1-2


