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Water for the Poor
— Worldwide —

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
Galatians 6:2



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will provide 
community water systems 
for impoverished, rural 
communities in developing 
nations around the world.

Purpose
To quench the thirst of the 
poor, improve their health 
and encounter them with 
the message of God’s grace.

Location
Developing nations around 
the world.

Highlights
•  Water is the most frequent 

and urgent request we 
receive from our ministry 
partners — even among 
those battling food 
scarcity and other life-
threatening issues.

•  Many poor women and 
children in developing 
nations spend much of 
the day searching for 
water. Some must trek 
miles to find a stream or 
suitable borehole well. 
Even when they do find 
water, it is often 
contaminated, rewarding 
their hard labor with 
diseases like cholera.

•  By providing sanitary wells and community water systems, we can relieve this burden on the poor. With 
water worries out of the way, they have more time to support their families and children can attend school.

• Once a village has water, it is better able to receive the message of Jesus Christ as our Living Water. 
Community water systems break new ground in evangelism and salvation.
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Big Problem, Bigger God
Because we Americans don’t face daily problems with water scarcity, we can find it difficult to relate to the 

needs and fears of our Catholic brothers and sisters living in distant, developing lands. There, water can be 
extremely difficult to obtain and when it is collected, contamination can make it dangerous to drink. 

Fortunately, missionary priests and nuns serving in impoverished communities are aware of these daily hardships, 
and they are working hard to bring relief to those who endure them. They know that with nearly 700 million 
people unable to access clean water, lives hang in the balance. 

Catholics enjoying the benefits of First World resources and services must never let water scarcity become an 
“out of sight, out of mind” problem for others to face. So, how can the Church tackle such a huge problem? Isn’t 
water scarcity too big for any single individual to address? 

The answer to solving water scarcity is to empower the Catholic leaders who are wisely attacking the problem 
though manageable projects suited to their particular region. You can participate too. Here are just some of the 
countries where the Church would like to provide safe, plentiful water with your help:

Bolivia
In the village of Ancara, 

the poor dig deep pits, lower 
their buckets and pray that 
they will not return empty. 
Too often, they do. In other 
cases, those buckets come up 
filled with muddy, murky 
water, contaminated with the 
carcasses of dead frogs and 
snakes. But this is the water 
the villagers must give their 
children and grandchildren 
— because they have no 
other choice.

As subsistence farmers, 
people of Ancara rely on their 
cattle to survive. They have 
little in the way of worldly 
possessions — a parcel of 
land, some livestock and 
small, clay huts without 
plumbing — but even these 
are at risk. As the water dries 
up, so do the fields. Their dehydrated cows have trouble producing milk, and their very way of life is endangered.

The leaders in this area must find ways to deliver safer water for the people to survive.

Open water sources used by the people of Ancara are often stagnant and contaminated.

The Need
Water Scarcity Around the World
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Kenya
Life is an uphill battle in the Diocese of 

Lodwar — especially for residents of Turkana 
County. The Turkana people live in abject 
poverty, dwelling in remote villages which 
are hours away from the aid of the capital. 
While they meet with many challenges 
each day, water scarcity tops the list.

“It’s a barren land. I didn’t know what 
that was until I visited Lodwar,” says 
Father Fabian, the priest leading efforts. 
“You spend a whole day looking for water 
— which so many take for granted — and 
not looking for water, but looking for bad 
water. That is the lifestyle of the people. 
They know nothing apart from that.”

In a hot, arid climate, it is imperative 
for families to find water each day — as 
much as they can balance on their heads. 

Children forgo schooling to spend hours in search of a clean drinking source. They either return home empty-
handed or burdened by heavy buckets, which are filled with foul water. In dogged pursuit of mere survival, the 
Turkana desperately exchange dehydration for waterborne disease.

The area may seem completely desolate, but water can be obtained by drilling if the proper tools and guidance 
are applied to the problem.

Haiti
Kobonal is one of the poorest communities in Haiti, which is one 

of the poorest countries in the world. This isolated collection of 
farming communities once earned a reputation as “the darkest 
corner of the Diocese of Hinche” due to its extreme spiritual and 
physical poverty. Again, dehydration presents a pressing issue; 
estimates indicate that more than half of Haiti’s population is 
without access to clean water.

Without that access, the people of Kobonal have no hope of 
raising livestock, tending gardens or doing anything which may 
advance them beyond the day-to-day struggle to stay alive. In the 
rainy season, families drink from streams that are filled with 
parasites. In the dry season, they dig holes and hope for muddy, 
contaminated groundwater. Each sip taken poses a threat, especially 
to infants and the elderly.

Springs and other water sources are more common in countries 
like Haiti, and when they are tapped, they can provide enough safe, 
clean water to meet the needs of entire communities.

Turkana people dig deep holes and wait for water to collect. For better or worse, 
this is what they must drink, bathe in and wash their clothes with.

Children in Kobonal often suffer from 
dehydration, malnutrition and waterborne 
illnesses, contracted from parasite-filled 
streams.
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The Work Accomplished Through Giving

The General Water Fund empowers Cross Catholic Outreach to bless various villages with water systems, 
improving global health for generations to come. Your gift will impact impoverished communities in various ways:

Health & Well-Being
Water scarcity can take an immediate, physical toll on entire communities. As Cross benefactors step forward 

to empower local Catholic missions, they are able to eliminate dehydration and the threat of waterborne illnesses.

It is important to understand that many areas battling water scarcity are simultaneously dealing with food 
shortages. This combination can be disastrous because people who are already weak from dehydration and 
malnutrition are also more susceptible to the effects of cholera or chronic diarrhea. A majority of these victims 
are children who are unable to retain even the limited nutrients they receive. 

By supporting the Church’s efforts to provide clean water, you can keep young lives from being lost to wholly 
preventable circumstances.

Know, too, that your investments in water are monitored carefully to ensure your gift is used wisely. When 
Cross Catholic provides funding for a well or some other water system, we make visits to the overseas partner to 
assess the needs of the community. We also help missions conduct hydrogeological surveys, which determine safe 
spots for drilling. If needed, we provide a biosand filter, which removes contamination from pesticides, pollution 
and animal waste. Finally, we ensure water testing to guarantee drinkability. 

Your gift makes all of this possible, saving lives around the globe.
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Education & Achievement
Many children in impoverished villages are unable to attend school — not because education is unavailable, 

but because these children must spend much of the day searching for water. With a guaranteed water source 
available to them, children are no longer required to trek long miles and spend many hours collecting and 
transporting water.  As a result, they can attend to their studies and dream of a future beyond poverty.

Available water also allows men and women to better support their families. It lifts a huge burden from their 
backs, freeing them to address other needs. With water for livestock and crops, their modest livelihoods become 
more secure and can potentially bring opportunities for advancement. If they are able, residents are encouraged 
to make a small contribution toward a community fund for repairs, helping them to take ownership of the new well.

Spiritual Outreach
Each gift toward the General Water Fund translates into a tangible expression of God’s loving faithfulness. 

Each sip serves as an example of provision, which helps the poor and destitute to understand a Father who 
provides. When you contribute to supply lifesaving water to poor communities, you give those villagers a 
tangible way to comprehend Christ as Living Water.

“These are people who have been in pain all this time, but now they are seeing the difference and, therefore, 
they come to church,” Fr. Fabian says of communities that have received water systems in Lodwar, Kenya.

Responding to the Water Crisis
Water shortages plague nations all over the earth. Over the past 10 years, Cross Catholic Outreach has 

been blessed to provide community water systems in 17 different developing nations — more than 75 
systems in all! 
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Pope Francis II said, “access to safe drinkable water is a basic and universal human right, since it is essential to 
human survival and, as such, is a condition for the exercise of other human rights.” 

At this moment, nearly 10 percent of the world is without access to safe water. Dehydration and disease have 
become part of the routine for many people living in impoverished, rural communities… but that terrible 
situation can be changed!  The Church is poised to bring relief to poor communities through water projects and 
a message of Christ’s mercy.

When you sow into the General Water Fund of Cross Catholic Outreach, your contribution delivers health and 
hope to the farthest corners of the earth. By providing community water systems for the poorest of the poor, you 
can quench thirst, heal bodies and touch lives for generations to come!

And my God will fully satisfy every need of yours 
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:19

Help Now!


