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Microenterprise
Empower the poor to overcome poverty

— Worldwide  —

You reap whatever you sow… So then, whenever we have an opportunity,  
let us work for the good of all.

Galatians 6:7-10



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project provides poor, hardworking men and women with the resources they need in order to pursue 
income-generating activities.

Purpose
To empower families to rise out of poverty, while reaching their hearts with the love of Christ.

Location
Developing countries around the world.

Highlights
• Cross Catholic Outreach supports Catholic ministries that aspire to give, not just a handout, but a “hand 

up” to the poor.
• These ministries empower individuals who want to work hard and support their families, but are unable to 

access traditional loans or other resources to build a business.
• With your help, these disadvantaged individuals will receive low-interest microloans or inputs such as farm 

animals and feed, they can use to start or expand a sustainable business, such as a small store, which will 
provide enough income to feed their families.

• Often, this support includes training sessions and accountability groups to ensure that the recipients make 
wise use of their loans.

• Our partner’s faith-based model means these families will be blessed both materially and spiritually, as they 
are encouraged to set their hearts on the greatest treasure of all — Jesus Christ.

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”

Matthew 25:35
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Sadly, the poor live in a constant state of crisis. 

Virtually every dollar they earn leads to a heartbreaking quandary.  Either it is snatched away by yesterday’s 
obligations or it must be spent on today’s urgent needs — and there is never enough to go around. A choice to 
purchase one thing often means forgoing another critical obligation. Paying rent might mean going hungry. 
Buying food for the children can mean they must go to school without shoes. Covering a doctor’s fee can produce a 
diagnosis, but leave nothing to cover the costs of medications.  

This kind of economic hardship is especially severe in developing countries, where families live in dirt-floor 
shacks and survive on one meal a day. For these people, the future seemed hopeless until local Catholics, moved 
by the biblical call to love the poor and vulnerable, saw a way to restore their dignity and open a path to a better 
future. How?  By unlocking human potential and instilling spiritual truth.

The fact is that many poor men and women — even those with very little formal education — possess skills 
and abilities that can lift their families out of poverty. They can grow crops, raise farm animals, transport people 
and goods, run a small convenience store, and perform many other marketable tasks. Their problem is their 
inability to start up a small business of this kind.  They simply don’t have even a single dollar to spare, and, as a 
result, their families remain trapped in hunger, insecurity and helplessness.

Today, you can be the instrument of change they so desperately need.  You can empower the men and women 
who yearn to take charge of their lives, reward their desire to work hard, and set them on a new path toward a 
better future. This will give them a chance to prosper. 

Please — embrace them, not as beggars in need of alms, but as brothers and sisters in Christ who are blessed 
with potential to contribute to their families and communities. 

The Need
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Ethiopia
Widowed and abandoned mothers 
in Ethiopia have the odds stacked 
against them as they struggle to 
provide for their families. Many are 
uneducated and have few, if any, 
employment opportunities. The 
Daughters of Charity seek to 
empower these women by supplying 
them with chickens, along with the 
training to raise them. The women 
can then sell eggs or baby chicks at 
the local market, while also keeping 
some of the eggs to feed their 
children.

Ministry Description

Cross Catholic Outreach partners with Catholic ministries that aspire to give a hand up rather than a handout. 
Aided by microenterprise programs, hardworking individuals who cannot access traditional loans are able to get 
the capital or supplies they need to grow a sustainable business. These programs offer solutions rather than 
Band-Aids, and the results are transformative: more income, less dependency and no more going to bed hungry. 
And the best part is, these life-changing services are given in Jesus’ name!

The following are two countries where we currently support microenterprise ministries.

Philippines
Cross Catholic Outreach is helping the 
Center for Community Transformation 
(CCT) provide microloans, training and 
support for disadvantaged Filipino families 
to achieve financial success and grow in 
their faith. This ecumenical program’s 
Christ-centered strategy is the secret to its 
success. Loan beneficiaries are organized 
into accountability fellowships, and good 
stewardship is mutually encouraged 
through Bible studies and prayer. As the 
businesses succeed and the loans are 
repaid, more fellowships are created. 

“The proof of love is in the works.”
St. Gregory the Great
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,

the close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

[tm1612][Ura1703][Udv1707][Utn1808]

Many families have been empowered through Cross Catholic Outreach-supported microenterprise programs around 
the world, but there are still lots of other desperate families praying and waiting for this life-changing opportunity.

Your gift to Cross Catholic will give poor but hardworking individuals the support they need to grow a small 
business and provide for their families. Whether they are selling fruit, raising pigs or running a tool rental store 
out of their home, the benefits are tremendous: honest labor honestly rewarded; dignity restored; financial 
independence achieved; and a family fed, clothed and cared for. 

Your gift is also a spiritual investment, touching the hearts of these families with the prayers, wisdom and 
compassion of God’s people and encouraging them to put their faith at the forefront of their lives. 

Won’t you join us today and help these families rise out of the hand-to-mouth existence they have known for 
far too long? They will be so thankful you did!

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,  
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap;  

for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”
Luke 6:38

Help Now!


