INTERNATIONAL PROJECT PROPOSAL
PROJECT 1086

Lodwar Diocese
Clean Water Project
Quenching a Desperate Thirst
— Lodwar, Kenya —

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
Isaiah 12:3

We are a
Catholic ministry
that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually
for the glory of Jesus Christ.
Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we
support existing ministries and churches already serving the
poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important
position of leadership in poor communities.
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource
from God. We direct every donation to its intended
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our
donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach.
We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that
please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis
Description
This project will install
community water systems in
areas faced with water scarcity.

Purpose
To prevent chronic dehydration
and unnecessary illness while
continuing to evangelize remote
communities previously unreached
by the Christian faith.

Our Partner
The Society of African
Missionaries (SMA)

Location
Several villages within the
Catholic Diocese of Lodwar,
a remote and arid region of
northwest Kenya.

Cost
$300,300 will fully fund the
provision of clean-water in five
rural villages: Kareeman, Lochor
Aberu, Lomilo and Komera.
Lomilo and Komera will also
have sanitiation blocks built in
their village.

Highlights
• A severe drought began in 2016, forcing Kenya to declare a state of emergency in 2017. This drought has
been particularly hard on the people of Turkana County. These people live in extreme poverty and dwell in
remote villages, hours away from the aid of the capital.
• The Society of Missionaries to Africa (SMA) is partnering with Cross Catholic Outreach to reduce chronic
thirst in hot, arid Lodwar, Kenya.
• Boreholes will be installed in five villages with a majority population of indigenous Turkana.
• Malnourished and dehydrated, many Turkana children must choose between searching for water and
attending school. With a reliable source of safe water, children can put aside present concerns of basic
survival and focus on their futures.
• Through this project, many Turkana families will gain access to a sufficient water supply not only for
themselves but also for their livestock. The sanitation blocks In Lomilo and Komera will reduce the number of
water borne diseases in their communities.
• This outreach is faith in action and a witness of Christ’s love to poor communities just beginning to
encounter and receive the riches of the Gospel.
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A World Without Water
The remote and arid areas of northeast Kenya are
characterized by poverty and harsh living conditions.
Vegetation and water are scarce in this desolate
landscape, and the land’s people — the seminomadic
Turkana — often suffer as a result. They become
accustomed to nagging thirst and grow up expecting
to fight daily for their very survival.
Their plight grew even worse in 2016 when a lack
of rain inflicted severe drought, and the scorching
sun killed the plants the Turkana’s livestock needed
to survive. After 14 months without significant
rainfall, the Kenyan government declared a national
drought emergency in February 2017, and the
situation has only grown worse in the months since.
For the Turkana people, things are now harder
than ever. Children must often sacrifice schooling so
they can spend the day searching for clean water.
Some must travel miles in the blistering heat with
heavy buckets balanced on their heads, and even
when they do locate a source, the water they find
may be contaminated, doing more harm than good.
“It’s a barren land. I didn’t know what that was
until I visited Lodwar,” explains Father Fabian, the
priest who heads the project. “You spend a whole
day looking for water — which so many take for
granted — and not looking for water, but looking
for bad water. That is the lifestyle of the people.
They know nothing apart from that.”

Climate Quick Facts for 2016
• Average Annual Temperature: 93.2O F (34.0O C)
• Annual Precipitation: 8.31 in. (211.0 mm)
Source: World Weather and Climate Information

Sickness in Unsanitary Conditions
Illnesses ravage bodies that are already weak with dehydration and prevent children from absorbing the
nutrition they need to survive. As a result, very preventable conditions can claim lives, kill cattle and devastate
families. If the poor do not die from dehydration, they suffer steep consequences from using the very water that
they work so desperately to find.
Basic human needs hinge on hydration; health, vegetation and livestock all decline in tandem with the scarcity
of clean water. Without it, Turkana lives and livelihoods are in danger.
Yet even in the most desolate areas of the world, our Lord refreshes thirsty souls! Through the Society of
African Missionaries (SMA), the Church is responding to this dire humanitarian crisis and sharing God’s grace
in the Diocese of Lodwar.
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Ministry Description
For years, SMA has worked to
reach the Turkana people with both
spiritual teaching and tangible aid.
Through evangelism, catechism
classes, educational programs,
drought relief efforts, the SMA
priests provide an integral (also
known as holistic) approach to
helping the poor.
Through the support of Cross
Catholic Outreach, some villages
have already received new water
systems. The positive change
effected in those communities
has been remarkable. People are
feeling better, disputes over limited
resources have decreased and
Turkana youth are free to pursue
an education.
“There are more girls going to
school. More boys are going too,”
explains Fr. Fabian.
In addition to the practical
advantages of having accessible
water and improved sanitation, there are also significant spiritual benefits. Clean water helps the Turkana to
understand Jesus as the Living Water. As their burdens are lifted, they experience relief and grow receptive toward
the Gospel.
“They say, ‘What do we need? We used to spend the whole day looking for water, so now we can spend the
whole day in church and listen to you, Father — whatever you have for us,’” says Fr. Fabian.
Although much good has already been done, drought and desperation persist — so the Church’s efforts
must continue too. The project at hand will install five community water systems and two sanitation facilities in
various villages throughout the Diocese of Lodwar. This complex process involves conducting hydrogeological
surveys, drilling the water wells, installing pipes, constructing protective enclosures and providing necessary
training on maintenance and hygiene. Together these efforts will improve lives in Lodwar for years to come!

“I’m thankful to God who brought water. Now we can take water without the bad
things in it. I feel like I can keep going.”
Mary Namoni, a Turkana mother of five
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Help Now!
The Society of African Missionaries (SMA) is eager to provide solutions to water scarcity, but they need our
help to achieve their ambitious goals. The answer to Kenya’s water crisis lies just under the earth, beneath the very
ground that struggling Turkana tread in search of water every day. By joining Cross Catholic Outreach in supporting
the SMA, you can help provide community water systems for various villages within the Catholic Diocese of
Lodwar. The impact will be incredible. Hundreds of men, women and children once plagued by disease and
thirst will have clean water and improved health — some for the first time in generations!
Seize this wonderful opportunity for the Church to celebrate the sanctity of life and the hope found in Christ.
Partner with Catholic brothers and sisters around the world to save lives and souls. The Diocese of Lodwar will
be forever changed as a result!

He split rocks open in the wilderness, and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep.
He made streams come out of the rock, and caused waters to flow down like rivers.
Psalm 78:15-16
Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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