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For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will set me high on a rock.

Psalm 27:5



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will build 
homes for impoverished 
families living in 
hazardous conditions.

Purpose
To provide poor families 
with safe places to live — 
relieving their anxieties 
and sheltering them from 
destructive storms.

Location
Jinova, Los Ladrillos and 
El Capa, three communities 
in the western Dominican 
Republic.

Cost
$192,500 will cover the materials and skilled labor needed to build 45 homes.

Highlights
•	 FUNDASEP, a rural outreach of the Diocese of San Juan de la Maguana, brings Christ-like compassion to 

struggling communities. This network of Catholic leaders strives to meet the most urgent needs of the poor.
•	 There is a desperate need for adequate housing within remote Dominican towns. Poor families live in 

makeshift shacks, built from an unstable combination of mud, wood and scrap metal.
•	 One of FUNDASEP’s missions is to provide families with durable houses. These come in two sizes: 377 sq. 

ft. three-bedroom houses and 291 sq. ft. two-bedroom houses. They are built with metal frames and 
concrete panels, which are cost-effectively prefabricated at FUNDASEP’s workshop.

•	 The houses will include shuttered windows and solid front doors, designed to withstand thunderstorms 
and 90-mile-per-hour winds. They will also include electricity.

•	 Able-bodied beneficiaries must contribute to the construction of their homes. They establish a sense of 
ownership and responsibility by taking part in the building process.

You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the 
Almighty, will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.”

Psalm 91:1-2

A family in Jinova. They must continually repair their fragile home (right) and outdoor kitchen (left).
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In the rural Dominican Republic, some villagers are literally “dirt poor.” They build their homes out of mud 
and scraps of wood. They sleep on exposed earth. They forage for corrugated metal, desperate to find anything 
that will stabilize the precarious structures that they live in.

These families grow particularly anxious as the rains roll in. Their homes have no foundations, and every 
storm could bring disaster. Water pours through gaps in the roofs and walls, turning dirt floors into puddles of 
muck. At night, some families must pile onto their one and only mattress. They attempt to sleep, praying that 
their houses will not collapse.

On top of all this, the families have no electricity. Everything goes pitch black at sundown, and if there are no 
candles, all work must come to an end. Electrical wiring would relieve this additional burden, but the families are 
simply too poor to improve their situations.

Take, for example, José Andres and Berta, who share one bedroom with their eight children. Their home is 
barely big enough to hold them, and their outdoor kitchen is falling apart.  José Andres is a carpenter, and he 
tries to find work wherever he can. However, with a family of 10, the couple has trouble keeping food on the 
table. They cannot afford to fix their house.

These are the difficulties faced by families in Jinova, Los Ladrillos and El Capa, three remote Dominican 
villages. Poverty is all they have known. Uneducated and without opportunity, the poor have little hope of 
escaping their present instability — unless the Church intervenes. Local Catholic leaders want to help, but they 
cannot act alone!

José Andres and Berta, with three of their eight children. Their one-bedroom home is pictured behind them. Their outdoor 
kitchen is the dilapidated structure at front.

The Need
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Ministry Description

FUNDASEP addresses the most pressing issues within its nearby communities — and housing is high on the 
list. In the past, this mission has constructed houses in various villages. Thanks to their work, men, women and 
children are finally able to take refuge in reliable homes. Their walls no longer leak, and storms do not pose the 
same threat.

FUNDASEP house are built with metal frames and concrete panels, which are prefabricated at the organization’s 
own workshop. Modest but strong, these structures are fortified with cement foundations, which help them  
withstand the tropical storms and hurricanes that often plague the region. The houses are also wired for electricity.

Benefiting families remain involved throughout the construction process. They meet frequently with priests 
and project leaders. If they are physically able, they also provide unskilled labor. Beneficiaries help clear the land 
and dig the foundations for their new homes. As they do so, they establish an enduring sense of ownership and 
responsibility.

This year, Cross Catholic hopes to fund the construction of 45 new houses for families in dire need. Each 
home only costs a few thousand dollars to build, but they will provide their inhabitants with a peace of mind that is 
absolutely priceless. With the support of benevolent Catholics like you, we can help poor families build their lives 
upon a firm foundation. By providing materials and skilled labor, we can turn their anxiety into lasting confidence.

Building Faith
FUNDASEP was founded 

on compassion for the poor. 
The bishop and priests live in 
close community with the 
people in their parishes. 
They give of themselves, 
serving the poor and building 
relationships with them in 
order to effectively meet 
their needs.

When a house is built, 
these Catholic leaders remain 
actively engaged throughout 
the construction process. 
They visit intended 
beneficiaries in their 

homes. They offer prayer, celebrate Mass and invite the poor into their churches. They also attend 
regular progress meetings. Their loving presence reminds grateful recipients that all good things 
come from God.
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Many poor families live in a constant state of fear and uncertainty. Without a reliable place to live, they can 
never rest at ease. Most have spent their entire lives patching and rebuilding shaky shelters, so it is easy to believe 
that things will never get better.

But our God is a refuge for the poor! Through FUNDASEP, Catholic leaders are working to provide proper 
homes for some of the most desperate families in their parishes. And they are asking you to join them!

Your generous gift is needed to give impoverished men, women and children the security they so desperately 
crave. By building houses for the poor, you will set them in a safe place — no longer vulnerable to destructive 
winds and rain. Even more important, you will bring them into connection with the Catholic community. 
Durable homes will exemplify the unshakable peace and strength that Christ invites us to dwell in.

Act now to improve the health and safety of entire families!

For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a 
shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.

Isaiah 25:4

Help Now!


