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Don Bosco Catholic Technical 
School Scholarships

Educating the Youth of Tala
— Caloocan City, Philippines —

All your children shall be taught by the Lord,  
and great shall be the prosperity of your children

Isaiah 54:13



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
Help poor and stigmatized young  
men and women from the poor urban 
community of Tala find a way out of 
poverty by providing scholarships for 
them to attend a Catholic technical 
school.

Purpose
These hardworking young people  
are themselves disease-free, but are 
discriminated against because their 
parents or grandparents suffer from 
Hansen’s disease (also known as leprosy). 
By providing these struggling young people 
with a quality education, you can help 
them find jobs, improve their lives and 
support their families.

Location
Tala, Caloocan City, Philippines

Cost
$39,600 provides students with their 
tuition, supplies, room and board, and 
other fees.  

Highlights
• Generations ago, the poor urban 

community of Tala was known as a 
leper colony. Today, it is a community 
that is built up around a general 
hospital that specializes in the treatment of Hansen’s disease.

• People who have had Hansen’s disease are still stigmatized today. Even after the disease has been cured, the 
afflicted are still thought of as “lepers” and a risk to the community. 

• Completely healthy children and grandchildren who choose to join their relatives in the Tala community 
find themselves separated from society and cut off from educational opportunities. They are forced into 
extreme poverty, without the means to live the normal lives they desperately wish for.

• The Franciscan Missionaries of Mary provide full scholarships for the young men and women of Tala to 
attend Don Bosco Catholic Technical School in career fields such as automotive repair and electronics. 

• Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to these poor and stigmatized young men and women by supporting 
the scholarship program, but we need your help.



2

Don Bosco Catholic Technical School | Project 0148

Still Labeled as Outcasts

A lot has changed in the 2,000 years since Jesus commanded his disciples to “cleanse the leper” and “love one 
another,” but one thing hasn’t — the stubborn prejudices that still linger toward those unfortunate enough to have 
been stricken by a disfiguring illness. As Jesus knew, stigmatized illnesses can create an atmosphere of fear and 
distrust in which certain groups are shunned or ostracized. Today as then, such situations surely break the heart 
of our loving Lord.

Despite the fact that modern medical advances now allow us to cure Hansen’s disease, the social stigma surrounding 
the malady remains a problem, especially in developing countries like the Philippines. Misinformation about the 
disease leads communities to shun not only the treated individual, but also the person’s family — even after the 
disease has been cured. 

Compassion is drowned out by deep-rooted fears of contracting the illness, and the innocent suffer. Truth is, 
the possibility of contracting Hansen’s is very remote. Most adults face no risk at all. Scientific evidence has 
shown that 95 percent of all adults are naturally unable to get the disease, even if they’re directly exposed to the 
bacteria that cause it!

In spite of these facts, the stigma remains. As a result, even the children and grandchildren of “lepers” are isolated 
from their peers, deprived of educational opportunities and unjustly discriminated against in the workforce. 

A perfect example of this is what happens when young family members choose to live by the former Tala Leper 
Colony. They may simply want to be with their aging parents or grandparents, as a comfort to them in their 
twilight years. Their parents may have even been cured of Hansen’s disease; yet, the children are forever 
stigmatized, separated from society and the valuable opportunities available in the greater community. For them, 
the colony is safe, but it is also a source of despair. 

Even when the afflicted recover, they will be labeled as “lepers,” forced into severe poverty and unable to live 
the normal lives they desperately wish for.
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Hope for the Youth of Tala

In the same way Jesus walked among the outcasts of his day, the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary are reaching 
out to the Tala community. They have ensured that the children of those who have been outcast and labeled as 
“lepers” will have a better chance of finding employment, supporting their families and, ultimately, being accepted 
into society.

The sisters offer full scholarships to hardworking young men and women to attend the Don Bosco Technical 
School, a Catholic vocational boarding school for the poor. Don Bosco’s 15-month courses combine theory, 
hands-on training and five months of on-the-job experience at selected industrial companies. Students choose 
one of several fields, including automotive repair, mechanical engineering, refrigeration and electronics. 

Don Bosco’s top-notch program gives these marginalized youth the ability to compete in the workforce. Eighty 
percent of graduates land jobs within three months of completing the course, and an additional 10 percent are 
employed within a year.

Founded by the Salesians of Don Bosco, the school gives boys and girls a distinctively Catholic education, 
incorporating spiritual retreats, recollections and daily prayers into the learning experience. The students feel 
accepted, valued, loved and at long last, free from the undeserved stigma of their parents’ disease. When they 
graduate, they will enter society as well-rounded human beings, equipped with confidence, social skills, physical 
health and a strong sense of moral values.

Don Bosco’s courses combine hands-on training and on-the-job experience at selected industrial companies.
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Hands-On Training

Automobile repair is the most popular course offered at Don Bosco, 
leading to successful careers after graduation.

Electrical engineering is another successful course 
offering at Don Bosco, leading to many career 
options for the youth of Tala.
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,

the close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

Sadly, young people in the Philippines who are themselves disease-free are nevertheless discriminated against 
because their parents or grandparents suffer from Hansen’s disease.

Fortunately, many are now seeing hope in the ministries of the Catholic Church and in the support being 
offered by American Catholics who are now aware of their plight. By sponsoring a vocational school scholarship 
for the youth of the Tala community, you are helping the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary open doors to career 
opportunities, social acceptance and the love of Christ for those who have known nothing but heartache. 

The nuns pray diligently that the Lord will continue to provide these scholarships through the body of Christ. 
Please — be an answer to their prayers. Support the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary in this important mission.

Your contribution to fund school scholarships will make an important difference in their outreach and serve 
as a direct extension of God’s love to those who have been so unfairly stigmatized. The youth of Tala will realize 
their full potential and glorify God as a result. No charitable gift could better affirm the mercy of our Lord and 
Savior to these children in desperate need!


