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Seeds of Hope
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— Lahoye, Haiti —

But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart,
who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.

Luke 8:15 (NIV)



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
A rural Catholic parish seeks help to reach 
vulnerable and orphaned children with life-
transforming social services, from medical 
care to meals to spiritual nourishment.

Purpose
To promote health, relieve poverty and 
empower the new generation in Christ’s 
name.

Location
St. Pierre Parish in Lahoye, a town in Haiti’s 
Central Plateau, bordering the Dominican 
Republic.

Cost
$62,799 or about $313 per child, will cover 
basic medical expenses, plus other needed 
support, for 200 at-risk children.

Highlights
• St. Pierre Parish is partnering with health 

care providers and Cross Catholic Outreach 
for Seeds of Hope, a ministry to orphans 
and vulnerable children.

• Seeds of Hope provides medical care, 
HIV/AIDS support, food, education, 
counseling and God’s love to 200 at-risk 
children ages 1 to 18.

• The parish priest, Father Roderick Mitial, 
identifies the neediest boys and girls in 
the community and enrolls them in the 
program.

• The children’s spiritual lives are enriched 
through monthly Bible studies. 

• Support groups for parents and caregivers 
improve the quality of the children’s 
home life. 

• The children’s progress is monitored 
through home visits, school visits, health consultations and regular communication with parents.

• Your gift to Cross Catholic Outreach is needed to keep this invaluable program running in rural Haiti.
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The Need
Children Trapped in Rural Poverty

The poorest children in the rural Haitian village of Lahoye are steeped in poverty and isolation. Some have lost 
parents to AIDS. Others are HIV-positive or have been abandoned or neglected. Too many are being raised by a 
mother or grandmother too poor to meet their needs. All have gone to bed hungry and experienced hardships 
most Americans cannot imagine.

Rural Lahoye is a part of Haiti the outside world rarely sees, but in many ways, it is just as blighted as the 
notorious Port-au-Prince slums. 

The good news is Lahoye has an advocate — a dedicated priest the locals call “Father Roro.”

Fr. Roderick Mitial, the priest of St. Pierre Parish, clearly has a very special connection with the children in 
Lahoye. Though educated in the U.S., he grew up in a town not far from Lahoye and understands the daily 
hardships that rural Haitian children endure. He knows that most of the area’s poor children sleep on dirt floors 
in makeshift shanties. He knows their families have no electricity, running water or toilet. He worries because the 
most vulnerable children — those who have lost one or both parents — face increased risk of violence, exploitation 
and sexual abuse. He grieves because those who are HIV-positive are cruelly stigmatized by their neighbors. 

Fr. Roro wants to rescue the most at-risk children from the pits and snares that surround them.  He wants 
to meet their most pressing needs. But to succeed, he must depend on your support and assistance from 
Cross Catholic Outreach.
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Ministry Description
Sowing Hope for the Next Generation

Amid Haiti’s despair, Fr. Roro is planting “Seeds of Hope.” 

This special collaboration between St. Pierre Parish and professional 
health care providers has positioned the kindhearted priest to be an agent  
of change, reaching into the lives of orphans and vulnerable children and 
handing them a lifeline to a healthier, happier future.

Through Seeds of Hope, at-risk children ages 1 to 18 are welcomed into a 
loving faith community and given access to critically needed services. They are 
able to go to school and access lifesaving medical care; they learn lifestyle 
changes to protect against HIV and cholera. Their caregivers are invited to 
receive spiritual formation under Fr. Roro.

“There is a close link between this community and the Church,” says Fr. 
Roro. “I am working hard to increase the faith of these people and bring the 
lost sheep to God.”

Lovingly Tending God’s Fields
Rosemerline is a health worker who 

has been instrumental in the Seeds of 
Hope program. For her, this outreach is 
much more than a job. When a 19-year-
old girl who had been a Seeds of Hope 
beneficiary died giving birth, Rosemerline 
adopted the infant, Rose Abygaelle.

The families Rosemerline serves live 
in villages so remote that there may be 
no local health care facilities in existence. 
Sometimes this means loading medicine 
on a donkey, navigating hilly dirt paths 
and riding a canoe across a river to 
bring the supplies and professional care 
to the sick.

Hundreds of children in Lahoye  
are depending on Rosemerline, Fr. Roro 
and the Seeds of Hope team to ensure 
continuing access to medicine, food and 
other necessities. Your gift will make 
this possible!

Seeds of Hope’s  
Holistic Services:

• Medical Care
• HIV/AIDS Awareness
• Full Scholarships
• Monthly Food Distributions
• Family Counseling
• Livelihood Support 

(for parents/caregivers)
• Birth Certificates
• Spiritual Formation
• Shelter and Adoptions 

(in very rare cases)
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  

the close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

The soil has been tilled and the seeds planted. Now, Fr. Roro needs your help to cultivate this dynamic 
program and bring forth a harvest of hope!

Please prayerfully consider giving a gift to Cross Catholic Outreach to help Haiti’s most vulnerable children. 
Three hundred boys and girls are depending on your lifesaving support. Your generous contribution will fund 
ministry expenses critical to their well-being, from school tuition to urgent medical care. By meeting these needs, 
you will be a messenger of Christ’s inexhaustible love to those on the margins of society.

Much has been accomplished, but there is still more work to be done. “So let us not grow weary in doing what 
is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9). 

Won’t you join us today in this labor of mercy? Whatever you can give, the Lord will honor your sacrifice and 
use it to multiply blessings in the lives of his precious children.

“…By such work we must support the weak, remembering the words  
of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

Acts 20:35


