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Weragu School Support
Catholic Education for Poor Children

— Weragu, Ethiopia —

“Let the wise also hear and gain in learning, and the discerning acquire skill...”
Proverbs 1:5



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project helps pay the salaries of the staff of the Weragu School, allowing them to provide a quality 
education for the children in the area.

Purpose
To share Christ’s love with poor children by giving them the education they need to improve their lives.

Location
Weragu — a village180 miles away from the Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa.

Cost
$7,700 helps to cover the salaries of one librarian, two guards and three of 15 teachers, all of whom make 
many sacrifices to give back to their community. 

Highlights
• Weragu School is an Ethiopian Catholic school valued by local leaders and community members for 

academic excellence.

• The school serves a community plagued by poverty, alcoholism and early forced marriages.

• Weragu School is the best opportunity poor village children have to escape poverty. 

• Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to helping poor students rise above their poverty — but we need 
your support to ensure this school remains operational!
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The Need

In the mountains of Ethiopia, the villagers of Weragu do their best to get by without paved roads, electricity or 
running water. The town, about six hours by car from Ethiopia’s capital, overlooks the Ogaden Desert and provides 
a challenging environment for families who farm or raise livestock for a living. 

While the land is green compared with many other parts of Ethiopia, the soil is extremely overworked, making 
it even harder for parents to provide for their families. Hunger is familiar, and hopelessness sets in early in many 
children’s lives. With only rudimentary farm tools and substandard educations, most villagers cannot imagine a 
better future for themselves or their families. Even if they could see a better path, few would have the resources 
to pursue it. These families barely have enough money to cover the cost of food and other necessities, much less 
pay for a “luxury” like an education — even though it may be the only opportunity their children will have to 
escape the cycle of poverty that has ruled them for generations.

Fortunately, one beacon of hope does exist. The local Consolata Mission operates two of the best schools in 
the area, and it is using those schools to bring education and spiritual formation to the poorest of the poor. 

At the Mission’s Weragu School, the nearly 650 students are eager to learn, and Cross Catholic Outreach wants 
every single one of them to have an opportunity to succeed. Sadly, the school has had to turn away students from 
the surrounding villages as its funding has failed to keep up with the large demand. But today, you can stand in 
the gap for these students and give them the academic tools they need to rise out of poverty! Read on to learn how.
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Project Description

A quality education can only be provided by quality faculty — teachers committed to the intellectual 
advancement and spiritual well-being of the children being served. The Consolata Mission staff members have 
recently undergone additional educational training through the help of Cross Catholic Outreach, and they are 
active in the local parish despite the fact that Catholics in this area are a minority. 

Through the years, the teachers at Weragu School have helped prepare thousands of children for high school 
or vocational training, and some of the graduates have even come back as teachers — a testament to the lasting 
impact the school is having in the lives of its students. While the teaching of specific Christian doctrine in 
schools is prohibited by law, every teacher models Catholic behavior and finds ways to teach good values. They 
also participate in more direct training outside of school by teaching catechism, preparing for Sunday Mass and 
organizing Catholic youth retreats. This has allowed Weragu School to have a profound spiritual impact in spite 
of the government restrictions.  
In fact, the Consolata Mission is proud to report that 10 of their male students have gone on to become 
priests and 20 of their female students have become nuns. 

By helping the school locate and keep qualified Catholic teachers, you can help continue this tradition! You 
can also have an impact on the cultural direction of the community, preventing dropouts due to early marriages 
and pregnancies, and equipping the current generation of young people to be more effective leaders and 
providers for their families and neighborhoods. 

Your support will also help ensure that the school’s other resources can be used to provide free uniforms, 
books, materials, and exemption from all school fees to the 40 poorest students. By supporting this important 
outreach, you make that difference, inspiring hope for the future.



Weragu School Support | Project 1090

Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

This partnership between Weragu School and Cross Catholic Outreach will make a difference in hundreds  
of students’ lives in the upcoming year. Committing to maintaining and increasing the quality of education at 
Weragu School is a tangible, meaningful way to put Jesus’ teachings into action. 

The impact of your gift will be profound. Through your sponsorship of a quality education, you will help 
Weragu School provide poor Ethiopian students with the academic tools they need to support themselves and 
their families. They will also be influenced by the silent witness of God’s people doing his merciful work and 
demonstrating Christ’s love for neighbors in need.

Let’s come together to help the children of Weragu rise above poverty, and let’s give them the chance to help 
their families and others do the same. Please help today!


