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Berlin Village
Homes for Impoverished Families

— El Crucero, Nicaragua —

For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress,  
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.

Isaiah 25:4



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will build safe, sturdy houses 
for impoverished families currently living 
in dilapidated shacks.

Purpose
To bring stability, dignity and the love of 
Christ to the poor by giving them reliable 
homes to call their own. 

Our Partner
Rainbow Network, a Nicaragua-based 
Christian ministry that fights poverty  
by providing holistic support in food, 
health care, education, microenterprise 
and housing.

Cost
We have received $60,000 as a matching 
grant toward the $173,800 that is needed 
to purchase land and build 25 concrete 
homes. Each home costs about $6,952 to 
build. We are seeking to raise $113,800 to 
ensure that these families are uplifted and 
transformed. 

Location
Berlin is a rural village located within the 
municipality of El Crucero, which is in the 
department of Managua. 

Highlights
• About 75 percent of Nicaragua’s 

population live without adequate 
housing. Impoverished rural families 
often construct makeshift shacks out of sticks, tin, plastic and cardboard — providing poor protection 
against the elements.

• The homes built by Rainbow Network are modest but sturdy, strong enough to withstand the region’s 
frequent storms and earthquakes.

• Each home will be equipped with water, electricity and a latrine. The houses will also have enough land for 
fruit trees, a vegetable garden and a children’s play area.

• Families who will benefit help build their homes under the direction of a skilled foreman. This “sweat equity” 
establishes community bonds and a sense of ownership. Over a period of 20 to 25 years, families will pay 
back the loan for their houses at no interest. The money will be used to bring doctors, medicine, food and 
other necessities to the village.
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Poverty and the People of Nicaragua

Nicaragua is a beautiful country, but many of 
its people suffer under a crushing burden of 
poverty — some so poor they can’t even put 
“daily bread” on the table. 

Access to safe shelter is a problem too. Nearly 75 
percent of the population live without adequate 
housing, and because Nicaragua is considered one 
of the poorest Spanish-speaking countries in the 
world, seeking government help isn’t an option. 
Instead, the Nicaraguan people become fatalistic, 
doing the best they can but ultimately toiling 
endlessly without gaining much ground.

Those living in rural areas such as Berlin are 
among those hit hardest by these difficulties. 
Though the village lies near the Nicaraguan 
capital, its residents contend with all of the challenges of rural poverty. Men and women perform backbreaking 
labor on coffee plantations, often earning about $2 a day. Their families live in unsafe shacks cobbled together 
with sticks, plastic sheeting and scraps of cardboard. In a storm, rain pours through the walls, drenching the 
inhabitants and turning the floors into mud. These families live in a state of constant instability, unable to defend 
their dwellings against rodents and potential intruders. Their peace is threatened, and their health is at risk!

Poverty by the Numbers

• Nicaragua is one of the poorest countries in the Western 
Hemisphere.

• Almost 30 percent of the entire nation live below the 
poverty level, surviving on less than $2 a day.

• Nearly 43 percent of all Nicaraguans live in rural villages. 
These rural areas bear the brunt of national poverty.

• In rural areas, only 44 to 56 percent of the population 
have access to proper sanitation facilities. Typhoid and 
bacterial diarrhea are common problems.

Source: CIA World Factbook
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A Rainbow of Hope

Since its inception in 1995, Rainbow Network has helped tens of thousands of poor families living in 
Nicaragua’s economically depressed rural areas. This ecumenical Christian ministry focuses on four outreach 
areas: health and nutrition, education, economic development, and housing. Its programs aid and empower the 
poor, providing families with the support they need to improve their situations.

Over the years, Rainbow Network’s approach has been tested and proven. By combining sound biblical and 
business principles, the organization is able to minister to entire families, meeting both their physical and 
spiritual needs. Many beneficiaries take this support and run with it! With the right tools, they are better able to 
focus on their families and work on improving other areas of their lives. For example, many men battle feelings 
of failure because they are unable to provide for their households. They become desperate to escape the pressure, 
and some are even tempted to leave their families. But with the relief provided by Rainbow Network, they choose 
to stay. No longer alone, they gain the strength they need to fight for their families’ future.

“This support is like an injection,” says Megan Munzlinger, Rainbow Network’s president and CEO. “It gives them 
an opportunity to keep going, to do better, and once they get a taste of that, they want to keep reaching for more.”

Clearly, the strategies adopted by Rainbow Network have brought lasting, positive changes to impoverished families 
who exist on the margins of society. They have blessed individual lives and transformed entire communities! 
This time, Rainbow Network is relying on us to help construct 25 new houses in the community of Berlin. To 
accomplish this ambitious goal, we need the financial support of compassionate American Catholics like you!

 “We let them know we’re here because this is what Christ calls us to do.”
Megan Munzlinger, Rainbow Network President and CEO
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Building Together

Rainbow Network builds houses that are simple but sound. Each one is made up of strong cement-block walls 
with a metal roof and a firm foundation that can withstand earthquakes. All homes have enough land for the families 
to grow fruit trees and a small vegetable garden — important amenities that help supplement their nutrition. 
They also come with locking doors for residents’ safety, and latrines, which improve their health and hygiene.

With the help of a skilled construction foreman, families build their own homes with supplies purchased 
through donations from compassionate Catholic benefactors — benefactors just like you! And during construction, 
the families have no idea which home will be theirs. Beneficiaries establish a strong sense of community and 
responsibility as they take part in a selfless process that is founded on prayer and Scripture.

Once construction is complete, the entire community gathers to give thanks and dedicate the homes to God’s 
glory. A drawing is held to determine which house each family will receive. Once the houses are selected, families 
are given a housewarming gift, a Bible and the keys to their new home!

Over the course of 20 to 25 years, the families will pay for their homes in small installments and at no interest. 
These funds will be used to bless the village with doctors, medicines, food and other necessities.

The list of needs in Nicaragua is long, and rural communities do not take priority when it comes to government 
aid. That’s why these homes mean so much! Together, we can bring long-awaited relief to those who need it most. 
We can remind the suffering poor that their troubles are important to God and his Church!



Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

Cross Catholic Outreach has partnered successfully with Rainbow Network on numerous occasions, building 
nearly 200 houses in villages just like Berlin in recent years. We respect this in-country partner because its leaders 
value the Gospel of Jesus Christ and share their faith openly with the families they serve. This commitment to 

meeting both material and spiritual 
needs is incredibly fruitful because 
urgent practical needs are addressed 
and families have their dignity and 
hope restored.

Scores of Nicaraguan families’ 
lives have been forever changed by 
Rainbow Network, and many more 
can be reached through your support 
of Cross Catholic Outreach. Your 
gift will answer the persistent prayers 
of mothers, fathers and children 
struggling to survive from day to 
day. With your help, these families 
will be blessed with the safety, 
security, privacy and health benefits 
of a new home. 

As 1 John 3:18 urges, “Let us 
love, not in word or speech, but  
in truth and action.” Please send 
these struggling families a tangible 
message of how much Christ loves 
each and every one of them today!

When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth. 

Genesis 9:16


