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When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue is parched 
with thirst, I the Lord will answer them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them.

Isaiah 41:17



We are a
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will equip eight poor, 
rural villages, populated by 440 
households, with materials and 
training to repair and maintain local 
wells and practice better hygiene.

Purpose
To bless families with the safe water 
they need for survival, and to reduce 
illnesses caused by contaminated 
sources and unhygienic practices. 

Our Partner
The Catholic Diocese of Karonga.

Location
Eight remote villages in Malawi’s 
Chitipa District. 

Cost
$6,600 will fully cover the cost to 
provide spare parts for well maintenance, 
to train water committees and mechanics, 
and to promote good hygiene and 
sanitation.

Highlights
• Many families served by the Diocese 

of Karonga suffer from a lack of 
clean, abundant water.

• Faced with broken or nonexistent 
wells, women walk long distances, 
sometimes as early as 3 a.m., to 
fetch water from sources that are 
contaminated and unreliable. 

• The Diocese of Karonga wants to 
help eight poor villages restore and 
maintain an already existing resource: their own damaged, virtually nonfunctional wells.

• Your gift will provide the spare parts and training needed to empower the communities to maintain reliable 
water sources for years to come.

• Your gift will also help train local water committees and mechanics to effectively maintain their wells.

• During training sessions, Catholic priests and catechists will offer spiritual reflections and promote social 
teachings such as the sanctity of human life and the preferential option for the poor.

Malawian women must walk long distances from home to fetch water for their 
families.
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The Need

When a child in a remote Malawian village is desperate for a drink, he can’t simply turn on a faucet and fill a 
glass with clean water. There is no faucet or community water system. Getting water means a trip to a village well.

And that’s on a good day.

More often, those primitive wells aren’t pumping enough water — if they are working at all. In those cases, 
families must take more extreme measures to survive, walking as long as an hour to the nearest water source, 
which might be a shallow stream or a hand-dug hole beside a dry river bed. 

Next, the heavy containers of collected water are carried home, and what they contain is often dirty — even 
parasite-infested. As a result, children in remote Malawian villages often go thirsty, and when they do drink, they 
are plagued by severe diarrhea… dehydrating them even more. 

How tragic that the very thing families rely on for life so often proves toxic. It’s also tragic that waterborne 
illnesses cause the young to miss school and fall behind in their development — and that water scarcity makes 
basic hygiene and sanitation almost impossible.

Fortunately, Catholic leaders in Malawi are aware of these hardships and are stepping forward to address the 
need. With your help, the Catholic Diocese of Karonga can quench the poor’s thirst and transform their lives.

Please — join us as we empower their leaders to implement this incredible outreach. We believe their project 
will have a profound impact on hundreds of families — and you can help make it happen!

In parts of the world that lack modern infrastructure, many families are forced to drink dirty water from hand-dug ditches.
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Ministry Description

Rather than quench thirst for a day and leave families to suffer the same problem tomorrow, the Diocese of 
Karonga is partnering with eight remote villages to achieve a long-term water delivery solution that will transform 
lives for years to come.

These villages have wells, but the families in the communities have never been given the training and resources 
they need to properly maintain them. As a result, these old wells have fallen into disrepair, and 440 families who 
depend on them are helpless to do anything about it. With your help, the diocese will change that! 

If repaired and maintained, a preexisting well such as this can provide 
abundant water for a small village. 

In empowering the diocese to fulfill this ambitious project, you will be helping proclaim Christ’s love in both 
word and deed. Priests and catechists will be on hand to herald the project as a gift from God, giving Gospel 
reflections and promoting Catholic teachings on human dignity, the sanctity of life and the preferential option 
for the poor.

This is an opportunity to quench the physical thirst of the poor AND introduce local families to the Water of 
Life manifested in our Lord, Jesus Christ!

Your support of the
Diocese of Karonga will:

• Train local teams, called “water 
point committees,” to handle the 
day-to-day care and maintenance 
of their wells.

• Train local mechanics to handle 
major repairs, so the villages don’t 
have to resort to using unsafe 
water sources while their broken 
wells sit unused.

• Provide materials such as spare 
pump parts and PVC pipes so the 
mechanics can fix the wells.

• Train the water point committees 
in financial management strategies, 
such as generating maintenance 
funds through a microcredit 
program that also helps local 
families increase their income.

• Equip the committees to launch 
hygiene awareness campaigns, 
teaching their neighbors such 
habits as hand-washing and the 
proper handling of solid waste.



Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019, 
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

Please help us respond to 440 families’ desperate need for water! The blessings your generosity bestows on these 
children of God will be profound. You will free weary families from the backbreaking labor of water collection. 
Hours of their time will be saved as you remove past hardships in finding and transporting water to drink. You 
will also safeguard their health by helping remove the current dependence on contaminated sources.

Through this one incredible outreach, suffering will end and lives will be transformed.  

What a joy it will be to know you’ve empowered those in need to change their own circumstances — and that, 
in so doing, you’ve restored their dignity and demonstrated Christ’s love for his most vulnerable children. The 
hardships these families have suffered have been unimaginably great, but with your help, they will have hope. 

Their prayers will be answered and their thirst will be quenched! 

The commandment we have from him is this: 
those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

1 John 4:21


