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The land in Ferro Cruz used to produce bountiful crops. Most years, its people could count on collecting a 
harvest of corn, beans, wheat, peaches, pears and apples — enough to feed their families and provide a modest 
income. For the past two years, however, those great harvests have not come, and poor farmers labor in vain as 
the fields fail to bear much fruit. Without access to clean water, villagers have suffered many losses, and their 
livelihood is just one of the casualties.

Located near the mining town of Colquechaca, the water in Ferro Cruz is severely polluted by heavy metals. 
Children develop rashes from bathing in it, and people frequently suffer from waterborne diseases such as dysentery 
and chronic diarrhea (one of the leading causes of death for children under 5). In fact, within the past three 
years, the village has seen a 25 percent increase in water-related health issues.

For a long time, the people in this small rural farming community have suffered in silence, invisible to relief 
efforts and unable to access the resources that might be available in a larger city or town. But now — by the abundant 
grace of God — we have an opportunity to become their advocate!

An innovative Franciscan outreach was recently made aware of the anguish in Ferro Cruz and quickly started 
raising funds to secure a solution. They have already drilled a 90-meter well and installed necessary filters and 
safety seals — but without a pumping system, families have no means of accessing the clean, safe water that could 
transform their lives. With your help, Cross Catholic Outreach can complete this final step, answering the prayers 
of 100 desperate villagers and reminding them that their needs are seen by God.

Donate now to quench their thirst, cure their diseases and heal their land!
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019, 
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will provide access to clean water for 
families in an impoverished farming community.

Purpose
To restore the health and dignity of the poor by 
meeting their basic need for water and reminding 
them of God’s great love.

Our Partners
The Franciscan Movement for Justice, Peace and 
Integrity of Creation (JPIC).

Location
Ferro Cruz, a rural village within the municipality 
of Pocoata, Bolivia.

Cost
$5,500.

Highlights
• Water sources in Ferro Cruz are severely polluted by heavy metals from mining waste. Drinking this water is 

an immediate health risk, and over the past three years, there has been a 25 percent increase in water-related 
health issues. Average life expectancy in the surrounding region is a mere 51 years.

• In December 2018, JPIC drilled a 90-meter well within the community. However, a pumping system is still 
needed to finish the job and deliver safe, clean water to 35 children and 65 adults.

• The land has incredible potential for agriculture, but crops have been hit hard over the past two years. The 
new water system will allow families to irrigate their crops, empowering them to feed their families and 
salvage their source of income.

• This project will indirectly benefit the more than 300,000 people who consume food produced in Ferro 
Cruz.

• Beneficiary families will contribute by clearing the land where the pumping system is to be installed. Once 
the system is up and running, they will also pay a small monthly fee for future maintenance on the well.

• Your generous gift will preserve lives and livelihoods, sharing the bountiful mercy of God with a people in 
desperate need! Will you join us in bringing safe, clean water to the families in Ferro Cruz?


