INTERNATIONAL PROJECT PROPOSAL
PROJECT 0516

Heart of Jesus School
Providing Impoverished Children
With Food and a Catholic Education
— Jicamarca, Peru —

Happy are those who consider the poor;
the Lord delivers them in the day of trouble.
Psalm 41:1

We are a
Catholic ministry
that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually
for the glory of Jesus Christ.
Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we
support existing ministries and churches already serving the
poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important
position of leadership in poor communities.
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource
from God. We direct every donation to its intended
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our
donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach.
We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that
please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Preschoolers in class.

Project Synopsis
Description
This project will provide an education and spiritual formation to 1,300 students at a Catholic school in an
impoverished section of Peru.

Purpose
To ensure children are able to receive a Catholic education and to empower the wonderful teachers who
sacrifice so much to make these blessings possible.

Our Partner
Santa Maria de Huachipa Parish.

Location
Jicamarca, Peru.

Cost
$27,500 is needed to help cover the cost of caring and knowledgeable teacher salaries.

Highlights
• The project will provide 1,300 children with a proper Catholic education by assisting teachers and parents.
• As part of their spiritual formation, students will have the opportunity to experience their first holy
Communion and Confirmation.
• Your generous gift is needed to fund these programs to assist more than a thousand children in both
spiritual and educational development.
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The Need
Marcelina is a single mother with two young children. Because she lives far from the rest of her family, she has
been struggling to supply her two and four-year-old with basics like food and clothing since her husband left her.
Tragically, this story is common in parts of Peru where many families live in similar situations, deprived of basic
necessities and with few options for securing a better life.
Natural disasters become a factor too. When they impact the region, poor families that may have begun to
make headway are often plunged back into abject poverty. For example, when an El Niño hit the country
approximately two years ago, homes and bridges were washed away and certain areas were cut off from supplies.
The resulting decrease in supplies caused food prices in Jicamarca to skyrocket, making it even more difficult for
struggling families to get by.
Rodrigo, an 11-year-old in sixth grade, tried to express the scale of the last natural disaster. “We had flooding.
There were no lights, no electricity.” A school teacher who had been living with his parents and sister had his
house washed away by storms, leaving them all homeless.
Struggling from the impact of these events — and overwhelmed by general poverty — many of Peru’s poorest
families begin to feel distant from God and lose hope. In times like those, it is important for the Church to show
love and support — to reach out and address the most serious physical and spiritual needs.
During these hard times, the Church’s compassion allows the poor to experience the love of Christ and draw
hope from the blessings that provides. Families gain a lifeline to pull them through their difficult situations.
As Pope Francis has said: “All life has inestimable value, even the weakest and most vulnerable, the sick, the
old, the unborn and the poor are masterpieces of God’s creation, made in his own image, destined to live forever,
and deserving of the utmost reverence and respect.”
Please — Help them supply food baskets to needy mothers like Marcelina. Empower them with the resources
they need to support local teachers and improve their living conditions. Give children like Rodrigo an
educational path to achieve his dream of becoming an engineer.
Even in the most impoverished places and desperate of situations, God can work miracles through those who
are willing to serve. Your charity here can bring renewal and hope to those who need it most!
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Ministry Description
In addition to meeting urgent needs, the
Church must also consider the long-term
prospects of poor families and seek ways to break
the cycle of poverty. To that end, the Heart of
Jesus School is trying to provide a solid Catholic
education to the children of struggling parents in
Jicamarca.
The Heart of Jesus School was founded by
Jesuit priest Jose Garín. Following in the footsteps
of Jesuit founder Saint Ignatius, famously known
for prioritizing charitable works, Fr. Garin sought
to bless the poor in his community in any way he
could. Providing a quality Catholic education to
the very poor was among his priorities.
One recent beneficiary of this school’s
outreach is Emily, a student in primary school. As
young as she is, Emily shares her mother’s view
— that a proper education is necessary to get
ahead in life. Emily’s favorite class is religion, and
she says God is great because he gives every
person life and establishes unity. She never misses
Sunday school.
In addition to growing spiritually through her
schooling, Emily also enjoys math and computer
science. Although her dream is to be a doctor
someday, she says she would also consider
becoming an engineer to work with computers.
The fact that Emily — a girl born in poverty
Children eating their lunch
— now has such ambitious dreams is a miracle
and a testament to the faith- and dignityrestoring efforts of The Heart of Jesus School. There are many other children like this precious girl who could
also have their hope renewed through our support of the parish and its programs.
Our goal now is to empower this school so it can teach children and their parents the value of the Catholic
Church and help provide the poorest families in the community with food, health care and financial assistance
when necessary. Their outreaches depend on us, so please help The Heart of Jesus School and its efforts to bring
these families out of poverty and ensure they have access to a solid Catholic education.

“All your children shall be taught by the Lord,
and great shall be the prosperity of your children.”
Isaiah 54:13
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Help Now!
Catholic Canon Law says the faithful “are obliged to promote social justice and, mindful of the precept of the
Lord, to assist the poor from their own resources.” As Catholics, these words resonate because they are aligned with
very the nature of Christ. His life was marked by extraordinary mercy and compassion, and ours should be too!
As we support The Heart of Jesus School, we properly live out the three theological virtues: faith, hope and
charity, and we encourage others to do the same. The school strengthens faith through spiritual education.
It restores hope by giving children and families more opportunities. And finally, it inspires love and charity by
providing practical support and Catholic formation.
Please — pray for this school and contribute generously to its outreach. Only through your support can these
children continue to receive the services they need and deserve. Your compassion will be a beacon of light for
families struggling with poverty and battered by frequent natural disasters, giving hope to those who need it most.

“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me,
and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”
Mark 9:37
Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020,
the close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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