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Chisombezi Deafblind Centre
Boarding School for Deaf & Blind Children

— Limbe, Malawi —

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Ephesians 2:10



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
The center is dedicated to caring 
for deaf and blind children with 
special needs. If not for this 
outreach, the children might have 
been forced to fend for 
themselves, abandoned by their 
families or stigmatized by their 
communities.

Purpose
Provide care for 24 deaf and 
blind children, teaching them 
how to communicate, while also 
teaching their families how to 
better assist and interact with 
them.

Location
In Limbe, in southern Malawi — 
a small, landlocked country in 
southeast Africa.

Cost
$22,000 will help support the 
Chisombezi Deafblind Centre.

Highlights
•  Children in Malawi who are 

deaf and blind are often considered a burden or a curse and are neglected by their families and communities.

•  When it was founded in 2004, the Chisombezi Deafblind Centre was the first school in Malawi specifically 
for deaf and blind children, and it remains the only one.

•  The Centre provides children and youth with access to special needs education, which will improve their 
communication and social skills while enhancing their quality of life.

•  Parents are also trained how to care for and interact with their deaf and blind children, and to accept them 
as gifts from God.

•  Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to helping these forgotten children by providing vital support to 
the Chisombezi Deafblind Centre.
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Saved From Life in the Shadows

The Lord works in mysterious ways, and sometimes we are asked to be a part 
of that divine mystery. As that happens, it’s humbling to know we are being 
guided by God’s almighty hand. 

Cross Catholic Outreach encountered just such a situation in Malawi, Africa, 
where poor families often consider their deaf and blind child a source of shame, 
sometimes hiding them in the home or restraining them in the yard. Having 
discovered this troubling situation, it was comforting to learn the Church was 
stepping in and intervening, providing a path to positive change. 

Today, the Servants of the Blessed Virgin Mary now run the Chisombezi 
Deafblind Centre, a school and residential facility that not only cares for these 
disabled children, but teaches them valuable life skills — and Cross is proud to be 
a support. Our hope and prayer is that you will help empower the Centre as well!

Considering that parents of many blind and deaf children literally believe 
they are cursed, the work of this mission might seem hopelessly difficult, but 

these sisters are indeed making a significant impact through their outreaches. 

“Some of the children we minister to could not eat by themselves,” said Sister Emma Kulombe, the Centre’s 
director, who travels throughout Malawi’s rural villages in search of “hidden children.” 

“We showed them how to eat, how to wash their hands, how to hold a cup, how to go to the toilet. We are 
teaching them how to live an independent life, with home skills such as cleaning, mopping, gardening. Now 
some of those children can even spell their names!”

Deaf and blind children in Malawi may be considered outcasts in their society, but the sisters and 
staff at Chisombezi Deafblind Centre show them that they are greatly loved and valued by God.
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Gifts from God

At Chisombezi Deafblind Centre, children once 
relegated to the shadows are given the opportunity to 
thrive in the light and love of Christ. With the support of 
Cross Catholic Outreach, the Centre’s dedicated sisters 
and staff are able to provide students with a quality 
education, nutritious daily meals and a positive, Catholic 
living environment.

The sisters take an individualized approach to learning 
with each child, taking into account different levels of 
need. In most cases, these deaf and blind children are 
dealing with mental and physical disabilities as well. So 
skills that most of us take for granted must be learned in 
a unique way, especially for those children who have been 
ignored for a large portion of their lives and aren’t used 
to interacting with others. 

The teachers do this by incorporating other senses into 
learning, such as touch, which helps the children 
understand their world better and communicate with 
each other and the staff. 

Students range in age from 5 to 28 years old and are 
divided into three teaching groups — preschool, primary 
and vocational. The youngest belong to the preschool 
group, learning how to sit, dress, walk and accomplish 
other motor skills. The next primary group focuses on 
activities like dressing, washing and communication 
skills. The oldest group — the vocational group — works 
on life and survival skills. 

The purpose of all three groups is the same — to teach students how to interact and communicate with 
others. The Centre also works to create a bridge between the children and their parents. Parents are trained how 
to care for and communicate with their deaf and blind children and according to Sr. Emma, “this is helping them 
consider their children as God-given.” 

“God is marvelous. That is what I see when I look at the 
children,” says Sr. Emma.

Current Enrollment
23 resident deafblind children

The sisters and staff at Chisombezi Deafblind Centre are not only feeding the minds of the students in their 
care, they are also feeding their souls. The children attend religious classes three times per week and 

participate in Catholic ceremonies throughout the year.
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!
Children in Malawi who are deaf and blind are often considered a burden or a curse and are neglected by their 

families. But the sisters of the Servants of the Blessed Virgin Mary value all God’s children — and they seek to do 
away with the stigma society places on them. If not for the efforts of this dedicated mission, these children might 
otherwise be forgotten.

Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to helping these faithful nuns and their lay Catholic staff members. 
Thanks to their dedication, deaf and blind students will learn how to interact with each other. A bridge will be 
created between the children and their parents. Parents will also be trained how to care for and communicate 
with their deaf and blind children. And you can play an important role in this work by supporting this mission. 

The nuns pray diligently that the Lord will provide through the body of Christ. Will you let the Lord use you 
to answer their prayers? Will you support them in this mission?

Your gift for food and resources could make an important difference in their outreach and serve as a direct 
extension of God’s love to some of the world’s most vulnerable children. It would truly be a gift given in the 
spirit of our Lord and Savior!


