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Pallotti High School
Provide scholarships for poor girls
— Belize City, Belize —

She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue.
Proverbs 31:26

We are a
Catholic ministry
that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the
cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization.
Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we
support existing ministries and churches already serving the
poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important
position of leadership in poor communities.
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource
from God. We direct every donation to its intended
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our
donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach.
We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that
please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis
Description
Provide a Catholic education and feeding for poor at-risk girls in Belize City.

Purpose
Help girls who would otherwise be unable to attend a quality high school so they may gain the knowledge
necessary to break the cycle of poverty.

Location
Belize City, Belize — the country’s largest city.

Cost
$16,500 will help provide 26 students with full scholarships including a year’s tuition, books, uniforms and
exam expenses, and 10 of them will receive additional support through the feeding program.

Affiliation
The Pallottine Sisters.

Highlights
• Pallotti High School is an all-girl Catholic school that offers financial aid to needy students through its
work-study program.
• Cross Catholic Outreach has committed to providing 10 lunch scholarships and 26 educational scholarships
for low-income girls to attend Pallotti High School.
• By attending Pallotti High School, it will help girls gain confidence and self-respect, and prepare them for a
successful career, ending a lifetime of poverty.
• The school’s mission is “to provide young women with an education which promotes and demonstrates the
human and religious values consistent with the Gospel message.”
• Students attend Mass regularly, go to chapel, pray before each class and volunteer in the community.
• Through the school’s work-study program, girls develop a strong work ethic that prepares them for life after
high school.
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The Need
A camouflage of beauty covers desperate needs…
Belize struggles with crushing foreign debt, high
unemployment, growing involvement in the South
American drug trade, increasing urban crime and has
the highest incidence of HIV/AIDS among teens and
young adults in Central America. Adding to the
problems, nearly a quarter of the country’s population
is illiterate and a third lives below the poverty line. And
even though there is public education in Belize, the cost
of tuition, books, uniforms and time spent not working
to earn extra income for the family is just too large a
hurdle for many girls to overcome.
But still, there is hope. Quietly — and humbly —
there are tireless Catholics like the Pallottine Sisters in
Belize City, who believe they can make a difference
educating one poor student at a time at Pallotti High
School. They are offering girls a superior Catholic
education and path out of poverty. With the help of
Cross Catholic Outreach, the sisters are providing
scholarships for these needy girls.
Educated girls and women are more confident, have

more self-respect, and therefore less likely to be
exploited or engage in at-risk behavior. They are also
more likely to secure good jobs, breaking the cycle of
poverty, and ensure their own children, both boys and
girls, go to school. In the words of Shashi Tharoor,
former United Nations Under Secretary-General for
Communication and Public Information, “If you
educate a girl, you educate a family and benefit an
entire community.”
The Pallottine Sisters want to continue to provide
girls from vulnerable backgrounds the opportunity to
receive a top-notch education, intellectually and
spiritually, and they desperately need your help to
continue this vital ministry!
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Project Description
A safe place to learn and grow
Pallotti High School is giving its all-girl student body a chance to break-out of the cycle of generational
poverty through a quality Catholic education. As one of the most academically sound schools in Belize, it offers
financial aid through a work-study program to 26 students supported by Cross Catholic Outreach. Through this
program, girls gain crucial academic skills, confidence, spirituality and develop a strong work ethic that prepares them
for life after high school — cornerstones for finally eradicating poverty that has plagued their families for generations.
Pallotti High School is a safe haven for poor girls who, like all other teenagers, need emotional support and
guidance to make wise decisions. The vision of Pallotti High School is not only to educate girls academically, but
to mold them into young women who seek the Lord first in all that they do — the recipe for true success.
With faith at its center, the mission of the school is “to provide young women with an education which
promotes and demonstrates the human and religious values consistent with the Gospel message.” Students
attend Mass regularly, go to chapel, pray before each class, and volunteer in the community. This model of
education has been proven to work through countless stories of lives changed for the better.

Gloria Serano
One of these success stories
belongs to 17-year-old Gloria
Serano — a bright, happy and
confident teenager. She lives in
a poor area of Belize City with
her single mother. Receiving a
scholarship through the
support of Cross Catholic
Outreach, she began her
studies at Pallotti High School.
She was at risk of dropping out
— her grades were low and so
was her self-esteem. But thanks
to the persistent, loving
assistance from the school
staff, Gloria began to improve
her grades and even excel in
athletics. Through all of her
recent successes, she has a
spiritual perspective, “They
push me to have a relationship
with Christ. I know that God
should be our central focus.”

Gloria Serano and Sr. Clara Teul, the school’s principal.
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Help Now!
Pallotti High School is a bright, shining “city on a hill,” bringing the hope of Christ into the lives of its students.
By giving poor teenage girls the opportunity to get a quality Catholic education, students will gain the skills they
need to break out of the cycle of poverty. Without scholarships, these girls will be forced to end their educations
early and find themselves in the same situations as their parents; caught in an endless cycle of poverty and no hope
for the future.
This vital ministry can’t continue without the help of compassionate Catholics like you! Holy Scripture tells us
the importance of education, and how it supports our spiritual life, “...be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.” (Romans
12:2). With your support, Cross Catholic Outreach will provide scholarships to poor girls at a school that will nurture
their faith and bring the wisdom of Catholic teaching to those who need it so desperately. Won’t you join us in giving
the gift of Catholic education?
Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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