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Namaacha 
Children’s Center Support

Food, tutoring and Christian love 
for orphaned and vulnerable children

— Namaacha, Mozambique —

Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, 
defend the orphan, plead for the widow.

Isaiah 1:17



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
Provide food, tutoring, educational 
materials, school uniforms and 
other operational support for 
Namaacha Children’s Center, a 
day care and after school program 
for up to 42 orphaned or vulnerable 
children.

Purpose
To express Christ’s love for the 
oppressed and the orphaned by 
supporting children who have 
been made vulnerable either by 
the HIV/AIDS pandemic or by 
economic strife.

Location
The town of Namaacha, located 
on the border of Mozambique  
and Swaziland.

Cost
$19,360 helps supports these 
services for a period of 12 months.

Highlights
• In Mozambique, the HIV/AIDS 

pandemic has ravaged all levels 
of society and produced hundreds 
of thousands of orphans and 
vulnerable children who can barely afford life’s basic necessities, let alone the extra cost of an education.

• Add to this the fact that the country was mired in a civil war that didn’t end until the 1990s, and you can 
imagine the daunting challenges children face growing up in a developing country like Mozambique.

• Operated by the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary, the Namaacha Children’s Center helps vulnerable 
children who are often left unsupervised and face a high risk of abuse, trafficking, teen pregnancy, and 
truancy from school.

• By providing safe, wholesome activities and offering spiritual support, the center helps keep children off the 
street and away from risky behavior.

• Helping children with their studies means they’re more likely to finish their education, and gain the job 
skills necessary to find employment as adults.

• Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to providing support for the orphans and vulnerable children of 
Namaacha — but we need your help!

Tutoring is a vital part of the Namaacha Children’s Center’s mission.
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Mozambique’s Orphans
Since its independence from Portugal in 1975, Mozambique has been battered by civil war, famine and the 

social consequences of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, which has left a devastating trail of orphans and street children. 
Traditionally, these orphans have been taken in by neighbors or 
extended family members — typically grandmothers or aunts.

This system worked well for generations, but in recent years, the 
sheer number of lives lost due to disease and war has stretched 
resources to the limit. There are simply too many orphans and too 
few caregivers for the needs to be properly addressed.

The situation is especially grave in rural communities like 
Namaacha. Situated near the boundary of Mozambique and 
Swaziland, Namaacha is a tough border town on the main truck 
route between the two countries. With no one to defend them, many 
of Namaacha’s children and teens wander the streets, begging for 
their next meal. They fall victim to pimps, drug dealers and human 
traffickers, who abuse and exploit them. 

Fortunately, our Church is ready to stand as a beacon of hope 
and service in this area of desperate need. One of these dedicated 
Catholic programs is the Namaacha Children’s Center. This local 
ministry is prepared to offer day care and after school care to vulnerable 
children who are in danger of dropping out of school — but to offer 
these important outreach programs, they need our help.

Quick Facts
• An estimated 2.1 million people 

are living with HIV/AIDS.
• 70,000 people die from HIV/AIDS 

each year.
• As a result, Mozambique is home to 

1.6 million orphans.
• 43% of children are malnourished.
• 22% of children have to work to 

help support their families.
• Only 58% of people over the age of 

15 can read and write.
• 46% of the population falls under 

the poverty line.
• The average person has a life 

expectancy of 53 years.

Sources: CIA World Factbook and UNICEF

Orphans with no caregivers to support them often live alone in makeshift huts.
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A Time of Hope

From the time the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary first opened the Namaacha Children’s Center, its goal has 
always been more than just keeping children in school. The sisters know that these children — who range in age 
from 6 to 19 — are at an extremely vulnerable point in their lives. 

The sisters consider this age bracket a time of hope because many children in this group haven’t been 
infected with HIV or experimented with drugs or engaged in the kind of behavior that leads to trouble. The sisters 
know they have a chance of positively influencing a child’s life during this time. By providing safe, wholesome 
activities and offering spiritual support, they can help keep children off the streets and focused on the future 
God intended for them.

The Namaacha Children’s Center has many different programs to meet many different needs. Children who 
attend public school in the morning come to the center afterward for a hearty lunch — often their only meal of 
the day — and participate in activities until 4 p.m. Other children come to the Namaacha Center in the morning, 
eat breakfast, participate in activities and then attend public school in the afternoon.

While at the center, children study math and reading, play educational games, participate in hands-on activities 
such as embroidery, traditional dance and gardening. This helps enable them to finish school and eventually find 
employment when they are older.

But perhaps the most important component of life at the center is spiritual formation. The sisters help each 
child strengthen his or her faith and grow up to become moral young men and women, ready to follow Christ’s 
teachings in their lives.

By providing safe, wholesome activities, the sisters help keep children off the streets and away from harm.
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A Typical Day 
at the 

Namaacha Center

Students are responsible for helping out in the garden.

Part of the center’s regular curriculum is having 
children play in a safe and structured environment.

Students develop good study habits, while receiving valuable tutoring in all 
core subjects.

The sisters encourage the children to participate in 
social service activities.
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30,

2020, the close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund

the project, the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

Lend a Helping Hand!
The HIV/AIDS pandemic has devastated thousands of families in Mozambique, and it is a threat to the safety 

and well-being of the most innocent victims — children. For obvious reasons, this makes funding programs like 
the Namaacha Children’s Center a priority for Cross Catholic Outreach. 

But we can only maintain these vitally important services with your help. 

Only by joining hands can we rebuild the lives of children and families devastated by AIDS and other chronic 
illnesses. By supporting Cross Catholic Outreach’s efforts, you can ensure the Namaacha Children’s Center remains 
part of the solution.

The Bible tells us, “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows 
in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world” (James 1:27). The Franciscan Missionaries of Mary have 
answered God’s call to take care of these precious children, and they need our support to make that possible. 

Please support our efforts to help pay operational expenses for the center, including the funding of food, tutoring, 
educational materials and school uniforms. 

Working together, we can make a difference!
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