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Housing & Home 
Renovations for the Poor

— Grenada —

By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established;
through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.

Proverbs 24:3-4



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
Build or renovate homes for poor families currently living in dilapidated housing damaged by storms and fires.

Purpose
To bring stability, dignity and the love of Christ to the poor by giving them a safe, hurricane-resistant shelter 
to call their own.

Cost
$46,200 is needed to build, repair and upgrade homes for twelve families. 

Location
Diocese of St. George’s on the Caribbean island of Grenada.

Highlights
• Cross Catholic Outreach works with the Catholic Diocese of St. George’s-in-Grenada under the leadership 

of Bishop Francis Darius to make life better for the poorest of the poor.

• More than 300 homes have been built with materials and funds donated by international partners since 
Hurricane Ivan devastated more than 90% of Grenada’s homes in 2005.

• Each home that is built will contain either one, two or three bedrooms and a modern bathroom. Each home 
is also hurricane resistant, and is built on stilts with up-to-code standards.

• A parish priest visits each home to bless it upon completion.

• Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to helping build or repair homes for 12 families, but we need your help!
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The Need
Livingston was one of the lucky survivors of 

Hurricane Ivan in 2004. Unfortunately, the years 
that followed have not been kind. Like many of 
the poor in his country, Livingston has had to 
live in a hovel — a shattered remnant of a once 
humble home. Still, Livingston’s faith remains 
strong, and he prays to God every day that he will 
receive a proper roof over his head to protect 
him from the wind and rain.

Lucy is another survivor of Ivan and the other 
storms that have ravaged Grenada over the past 
decade. When her family woke up after Hurricane 
Ivan, they discovered that the roof had been 
completely ripped off their home’s foundation. 
Although they have since managed to make repairs to 
the home, their meager attempts have never been 
enough. The roof still leaks like a sieve when it rains. 

Thankfully, the Catholic Diocese of St. George’s-in-
Grenada has stepped up to the challenge of meeting 
these local needs. The project manager, Francis Darius, 
seeks out families whose dilapidated shanties are not safe 
to live in, and he works hard to provide them with a humble 
but safe home. 

With help from Cross Catholic Outreach and the kind 
generosity of American Catholics, there is hope for 
Livingston, Lucy and other impoverished people of Grenada 
to escape their desperate circumstances. For those who 
receive new houses, the gift is a priceless blessing — an 
amazing contrast from the crudely-repaired dwellings in 
which they live. Those families receiving repair assistance 
are also blessed. The restoration of their homes restores 
their sense of pride and changes their lives forever.

They are like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation 
on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, 

because it was well built.
Luke 6:48

One family whose home is in desperate need of repairs 
belongs to Lucy.

Livingston, a man in his 70s, actually lives in the partial ruins of a 
home.
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A Prayer Answered
Cross Catholic Outreach has partnered 

successfully with the Catholic Diocese 
of St. George’s in Grenada on numerous 
occasions, and the partnerships have 
been fruitful for this key reason: each 
case has been a transformative 
experience that has brought hope and 
promise to the poor. 

One such story of hope took place in 
“The Coconut” — a little village of 16 
homes with a population of around 45 
people. Life in The Coconut is hard, and 
it has been especially difficult for 
Bernadette, a single mother of five. 
Like many of the poor, single mothers 
in Grenada, Bernadette is uneducated 

and gets virtually no assistance with her 
children’s care. As a result, Bernadette has had 
to work hard in the fields to survive, 
bringing in barely enough to keep her 
children fed. 

Bernadette’s home is also falling apart at 
the seams. The leaky roof dripped when it 
rained. The rotting floor sagged in the 
middle, and the decaying wood beams 
weren’t even the proper size, causing the 
entire structure to lean precariously to one 
side. 

Thankfully, the Catholic Diocese of St. 
George’s discovered Bernadette’s plight 
and, with help from Cross Catholic Outreach, 
came to her rescue. Hearing she had been 
chosen to receive a new home, Bernadette 
dropped to her knees and thanked the 
Lord for the blessing she had received.

As tears flowed down her cheeks, she said, 
“Every day I worried about the old house — especially for the safety of my girls. I prayed to God every night for 
help. Now God has answered my prayers!”

BEFORE

AFTER

Bernadette’s leaky old home sagged and leaned to one side.

Bernadette and family in front of her new home.
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!
Christ himself had no place to lay his head for much of his earthly ministry, so he relied on the hospitality of 

believers as he traveled throughout Judea. Today, he still counts on his followers to offer a safe shelter to those in 
need.

By choosing to help build or repair homes for the desperately poor families of Grenada, you  
will be fulfilling our Lord’s heavenly call to action by providing the greatest gift of all. You will be providing 
hope.

Hope certainly comes in the form of safe shelter. But it is much more than that. When the poor and the homeless 
are given a new home, they begin to build a spiritual foundation in their hearts. A new home instills a sense of 
dignity that changes lives forever. It provides the poor with the self-esteem they need to one day lift their families 
out of poverty.

Won’t you join us today and make a difference in the life of a poor family? Together we will take up the cause of 
the homeless and helpless, extending shelter, hope and love to those in unimaginable need!


