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Kobonal Haiti Mission
Meals and Education for the Poor

— Kobonal, Haiti —

Let my teaching fall like rain and my words descend like dew,  
like showers on new grass, like abundant rain on tender plants.

Deuteronomy 32:2



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
Help feed and educate poor Haitian 
children at a Catholic primary school.

Purpose
To nourish the bodies, minds and 
souls of students from families too 
poor to afford a basic education for 
their children.

Cost $211,640.

Location
Kobonal, a rural village in the 
Haitian Diocese of Hinche.

Highlights
• Father Glenn Meaux established 

Kobonal Haiti Mission to serve 
and evangelize a rural community 
plagued by poverty and spiritual 
darkness.

• Fr. Meaux runs a variety of social 
programs, including housing, 
agriculture, nutrition, water, 
microloans and job training.

• The Mission’s Catholic primary 
school provides an education 
and daily hot lunch to 1,260 
children from poor local families. 

• The students are provided with 
everything they need — books, 
uniforms, shoes, backpacks, etc. 
— in return for a reduced tuition 
of just $2.50

• Parents help provide some of  
the food through the Mission’s 
agricultural program.

• Catechism courses and weekly Mass attendance help introduce the children to the Catholic faith.

• To keep the school affordable to the poor, Fr. Meaux relies on support from Cross Catholic Outreach.

• That support is needed even more now that the World Bank has cut all private schools from its food program. 
To make up for this loss, Cross Catholic Outreach has committed to an additional $53,789 in 2019-2020  
funding.

• Fr. Meaux is also seeking $66,000 for his expanded scholarship program, which will send 500 Mission school 
graduates on to secondary school or other continuing education.
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Piercing the Darkness: The Kobonal Haiti Mission Story

When Father Glenn Meaux came to Kobonal, Haiti, in 1989 as part of a three-person missionary team, he was 
deeply disturbed by the magnitude of the people’s poverty.

Hardly anyone in the village owned the land that their fragile huts occupied. No one grew gardens or raised animals. 
Children weren’t going to school. Very few employment opportunities existed for the unskilled, uneducated population, 
so very few families were able to earn money to buy food. During mango season, the ripened fruit got snatched up so 
quickly, mothers resorted to boiling green mangos for their children to eat. “There was no agriculture, there was no 
irrigation system, there was just literally no hope at the time,” Fr. Meaux says.

“One of the first things we did immediately upon our arrival in Kobonal was to identify all those throughout the 
area who were elderly, destitute, widowed, orphaned, mentally disabled, or ill.” In the process, the missionaries found 
that the material poverty was matched by spiritual poverty. “The family unit itself had been reduced to grandmothers 
struggling to care for babies who had been abandoned by their parents, and teenage girls who were having children 
every year by different men.”

Fr. Meaux quickly learned how Kobonal had earned its reputation as the “darkest corner of the Diocese of 
Hinche.” He says, “We found a people enslaved and oppressed by black magic priests and their ritualistic services. 
Voodoo was prevalent, superstition was strong, and Zombiism and human sacrifice were practiced.”  

Growing up in such dark conditions, the local children seemed condemned to a lifetime of hardship and spiritual 
decay. Left to themselves, they had no future to look forward to except one of hunger, illiteracy, squalor and fear.  
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The Transformation Begins

After Fr. Meaux established the Kobonal Haiti Mission, the people gradually began to abandon their Voodoo 
practices and embrace the Catholic faith. Fr. Meaux recalls the time a woman, nine months pregnant, ran to the 
Mission in terror of her husband, who was a practitioner of black magic. “He wanted to sell his wife to the house 
of the devil, where they were going to open her stomach, take the baby and sacrifice it,” Fr. Meaux says. “We 
stayed up and prayed in front of the Blessed Sacrament all night and the next morning.” Later, while the wife 
remained in hiding, the husband came to Fr. Meaux and confessed, “This Voodoo is doing nothing for me. 
People come to your Mission and life gets better for them. I want to become Catholic!”

For more than three decades, Fr. Meaux has continuously worked to improve the material and spiritual condition of 
people living in Kobonal as well as the greater Diocese of Hinche. In pursuit of that goal, the Mission offers a variety of 
services, including a housing program, monthly food distributions for the indigent elderly, well construction, job 
training and microenterprise.

“Throughout these years living among our Haitian brothers and sisters, we have clearly seen God’s hand hard 
at work,” Fr. Meaux says. “Teenage pregnancy in Kobonal has been reduced by 96 percent. The ritualistic priests 
and their related services have disappeared. Jesus has been doing a mighty work of restoration of souls among all 
of us here. Hundreds and hundreds of people have experienced dramatic positive changes in their lives. God has 
changed hearts. There now exists among our families a vibrant faith community, whose members reach out in 
loving service to others.”

Since 2003, Fr. Meaux has relied in large part on support from American Catholic benefactors through Cross 
Catholic Outreach to successfully implement his plans for a better, more prosperous Haitian community. 
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Hope Through Education

One way Cross Catholic Outreach is helping Fr. Meaux accomplish his mission is through support of a Catholic 
primary school. The Mission school is one of the largest — and also considered one of the best — in the region, 
and is known for its discipline and its holistic approach toward the students and their families.

In Haiti, the cost of a public school education is too high for many families, who are forced to choose between 
feeding their children or using the money to buy school supplies. As a result, children grow up illiterate and 
unable to find employment, and the cycle of poverty continues.

To break that cycle, Fr. Meaux offers needy families access to an affordable Catholic education. For just $2.50 
per year, a family from Kobonal or a nearby community can enroll their child at the Mission school, where they 
receive everything they need — books, uniforms, shoes, backpacks, etc. — at no extra cost. The school currently 
has a student body of 1,260 children, ages 5 to 16, who are getting the basic academic education many of their 
parents never had, and who are being spiritually grounded in the faith and values of the Church through catechism 
courses and weekly Mass. 

A major stumbling block to academic success in Haiti is chronic malnutrition. When children come to school 
hungry, they are lethargic and unable to concentrate or remember their lessons. As a solution to that problem, 
the Mission school serves hot lunches to all the students. The nutritious daily meals, which include locally grown 
as well as imported foods, are served free of charge to the students. Previously, the Mission relied on some food 
donations from the World Bank; but now that the World Bank has stopped sending food to private schools, Fr. 
Meaux needs your help to fill the gap!

In addition, Fr. Meaux is depending on your support through Cross Catholic Outreach to continue and also 
expand a crucial scholarship program. This program enables Mission school graduates to move on to secondary 
school and complete the education they need to achieve a better, more self-sufficient future.
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Our 2020 Funding Commitment 
to the Kobonal Haiti Mission School

Food        $48,899.50

Scholarships       $66,000

Teacher/Staff Salaries $109,600

Supplies $28,400

Teacher Training        $2,000

Catechism/First Communion $2,500

Other Activities $1,000 

Total Funds Needed $258,399.50

*Satisfy their hunger! A total of $53,789 in school feeding grants, plus shipments of donated 
nutrient-rich Vitafood, are needed this year to sustain the crucial lunch program, which no 
longer receives any World Bank aid. More than 1,200 children are depending on your support!

**Help the children achieve a better future! This year with your help, 500 graduates from the Mission 
will receive scholarships to continue their education, usually by enrolling at a local secondary school.

Your gift will bring food, education and hope to needy Haitian children!

*

**

“By this kind of hard work 
we must help the weak, 

remembering the words the 
Lord Jesus himself said: 

‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.’”

Acts 20:35
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020,

the close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

The Kobonal Haiti Mission school has been a beacon of hope to so many poor Haitian children seeking to 
escape poverty’s clutches. But that light can only shine for as long as caring Catholic benefactors like you continue 
to fuel the flame.

This year, the cost of feeding the students a nutritious daily meal (which might even be their only meal of  
the day) has grown higher than ever. While striving to meet that need, Fr. Meaux is also determined to provide 
secondary school scholarships to more students than ever before. We believe these challenges can be met, and we 
believe the funds will arrive as the Lord moves faithful Catholics like you to respond to this immediate need. 

Please join Cross Catholic Outreach today in providing the boys and girls of Kobonal with daily meals and 
education. The children are depending on your support! By acting now, you will ensure that Fr. Meaux has the 
resources to prevent child malnutrition and to keep the doors of education open to the poorest of the poor. You 
will be an instrument of Christ’s love for the least among us as we work together to transform lives.  

So much has been accomplished, yet the need remains great. Won’t you join us today and give these precious 
children of God hope for a better future?

 @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    /CrossCatholic    blog.crosscatholic.org
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