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May my teaching drop like the rain, my speech condense like the dew; 
like gentle rain on grass, like showers on new growth.

Deuteronomy 32:2



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
Help establish a liberal arts college in Belize, giving economically disadvantaged students access to a quality 
Catholic education that can lift them out of poverty and create the local leaders of tomorrow.

Purpose
To provide local access to liberal arts higher education, making it affordable to poor students who cannot 
afford to commute to the college in the city or pay for room and board.

Location
Benque Viejo, a border town in western Belize.

Cost
Cross Catholic Outreach’s $20,350 commitment will help cover operational costs, provide eight partial 
scholarships, salaries for administration and housing costs for six missionary teachers. 

Highlights
• Belize’s few institutions of higher education are too expensive and too far away for poor students to attend. 

• Without support, students who graduate from the Cross Catholic Outreach-funded Mount Carmel High 
School in Benque Viejo cannot continue their education. 

• In addition, none of Belize’s colleges and universities offer a liberal arts education — even the Catholic ones. 
As a result, graduates lack a well-rounded education that instills values such as servant leadership.

• Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish is addressing these problems by establishing John Paul II Junior College in 
Benque Viejo, offering majors in liberal arts, business and English. 

• The junior college’s goal is to develop local leaders who will use their education to benefit Belize.

• Cross Catholic Outreach is working with the college to help fund rent for vounteer teachers, utilities, 
recruiting materials, a part-time salary for an administrator, eight partial scholarships, student leadership 
retreats, educational supplies and fuel for transportation.  

• We need the support of compassionate American Catholics like you to help make this new school succeed.

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 

Jeremiah 29:11
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The Problem: Dreams Dashed
A high school diploma in the hands of the poor is a gateway out of poverty. But too often, those students’ 

dreams are dashed against the wall of the very economic scarcity they yearn to escape. They want to continue 
their education; they want to work hard and provide for their families. But they can’t afford the next step.

In Belize, the college enrollment rate is less than half 
of Central America’s already-low average of 27 percent.  
Part of the problem is that many students in Belize don’t 
make it through high school in the first place. Those who 
do graduate and want to continue their education have 
few options. The costly journey to a city college, not to 
mention the cost of tuition, is prohibitive to poor 
graduates living outside major cities. One such 
community is Benque Viejo, where Cross Catholic 
Outreach has been partnering with Mount Carmel High 
School to educate economically disadvantaged students. 
Since 2005, we have helped lay a solid academic and 
spiritual foundation for many students at Mount 
Carmel, yet many graduates have found it difficult to 
continue their education beyond high school.   

Along with the lack of affordable schools is the total 
absence of liberal arts programs in any of the country’s 
colleges and universities, even the few Catholic 
institutions. Their focus on strictly providing degrees that 
meet market needs tends to sacrifice traditional liberal 
arts and Catholic education. David Ruiz, the dean of John 
Paul II Junior College, says the result is “a generation of 
professionals lacking in holistic formation and in servant 
leadership.” 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish has been working to 
address these important needs. In 2010,  
a market research study of Benque Viejo and its surrounding communities confirmed the intense need for a 
local, affordable, two-year Catholic liberal arts college. A parish committee prayerfully mapped out a plan to 
establish John Paul II Junior College — the first and only liberal arts college in Belize.

“The mission of the Catholic school is the integral formation of students,  
so that they may be true to their condition as Christ’s disciples  
and as such work effectively for the evangelization of culture  

and for the common good of society.”

John Paul II
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The Project: Catholic College
Plans are moving forward! Upon the approval of Belize’s Ministry of Education, John Paul II Junior College 

officially launched in August 2013, offering three majors: liberal arts, business and English. The college keeps 
class sizes small, gives students the personal attention they need and places them in small-group “families” for 
moral support throughout their college experience together. In addition, the college’s entry requirements, which 
include an interview process, ensure that admitted students are able to handle the rigors of higher education.

Other components to the start-up phase are in motion, but they need Cross Catholic Outreach’s support:

Facilities and Equipment
The new college needs to acquire it’s own equipment and also pay for utilities, fuel for transportation and 

housing for volunteer teachers. 

Staffing
The startup committee is actively seeking Catholic professors in the U.S. to volunteer to teach the college’s 

liberal arts classes.  It has already recruited a priest from the Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity 
(SOLT) to teach theology and philosophy and to oversee campus ministry.  

Student Retreat
Prior to the start of each school year a week-long retreat will be held on SOLT’s beautiful rural grounds. The 

program’s objective is to equip students with leadership skills, help them bond with their peers, give them time 
for discernment and reflection, and as Dean Ruiz explains, “to acquaint them with God’s sacred book of nature.” 

Scholarships
The college is asking benefactors to sponsor partial scholarships for eight of the college’s neediest students. 

Without this financial assistance, these poor students would never be able to attend an institution of higher 
learning.

John Paul II Jr. College classes currently take place in temporary facilities.
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Keep Their Dreams Alive!
Cross Catholic Outreach is standing alongside the 

fledgling John Paul II Junior College to give high school 
graduates in the Benque Viejo area the opportunity to 
gain a liberal arts education enfolded in Catholic values. 
We want to nurture servant leaders who will use their 
education to pull themselves out of poverty, support 
their families and benefit the people of Belize.

Won’t you join us in keeping alive these poor 
graduates’ dreams of attaining a college education? Your 
gift toward John Paul II Junior College will help: 

• Purchase educational equipment.

• Cover rent and utilities.

• Subsidize the administrator’s salary.

• Underwrite student leadership retreats.

• Sponsor partial scholarships for eight of the 
college’s neediest students.

Please… prayerfully consider supporting Belize’s first 
liberal arts institution of higher education: John Paul II 
Junior College!

Help graduates such as these from Mount Carmel High School 
escape poverty by enabling them to get a college education!

Now as you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost 
eagerness, and in our love for you — so we want you to excel also in this generous 

undertaking.

2 Corinthians 8:7


