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Kobonal Scholarships
Catholic Education for Poor Youth

— Kobonal, Haiti —

May my teaching drop like the rain, my speech condense like the dew;
like gentle rain on grass, like showers on new growth.

Deuteronomy 32:2



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will provide scholarships 
for 480 financially struggling students 
to attend secondary school, plus 20 
scholarships for university students.

Purpose
To equip Haiti’s youth to rise out of 
poverty and become capable and 
virtuous providers for their families.

Our Partner
Father Glenn Meaux’s Kobonal Haiti 
Mission nurtures the minds, bodies 
and souls of poor, rural Haitians. 
Founded in 1989, the Mission now 
depends on Cross Catholic Outreach 
for all fundraising activities. 

Location
Kobonal, a rural village in the Catholic 
Diocese of Hinche, in Haiti’s Central 
Plateau.

Cost
$66,000 is needed to cover tuition for  
500 needy students scholarships.

Highlights
•	 The Kobonal Haiti Mission 

brings hope to poor Haitian 
families through a variety of 
outreaches, including housing, 
food, agriculture, water, 
microloans and education.

•	 The Mission is committed to not only equipping these children with a quality primary school 
experience, but also helping them continue their education after they graduate.

•	 Your generous gift through Cross Catholic Outreach is needed to give scholarships to students to 
attend Catholic secondary schools.

•	 Your gift will also help some secondary school graduates achieve their dream of attending university.
•	 Through your generosity, these students will receive the training they need for future employment 

and prosperity.
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When Fr. Glenn Meaux came to Kobonal, Haiti, in 1989 as part of a three-person missionary team, he was 
deeply disturbed by the magnitude of the people’s poverty.

Hardly anyone in the village owned the land that their fragile huts occupied. No one grew gardens or raised 
animals. Children weren’t going to school. Very few employment opportunities existed for the unskilled, 
uneducated population, so very few families were able to earn money to buy food. During mango season, the 
ripened fruit got snatched up so quickly, mothers resorted to boiling green mangos for their children to eat. 
“There was no agriculture, there was no irrigation system, there was just literally no hope at the time,” Fr. Meaux says.

“One of the first things we did immediately upon our arrival in Kobonal was to identify all those throughout 
the area who were elderly, destitute, widowed, orphaned, mentally disabled, or ill.” In the process, the missionaries 
found that the material poverty was matched by spiritual poverty. “The family unit itself had been reduced to 
grandmothers struggling to care for babies who had been abandoned by their parents, and teenage girls who 
were having children every year by different men.”

Fr. Meaux quickly learned how Kobonal had earned its reputation as the “darkest corner of the Diocese of 
Hinche.” He says, “We found a people enslaved and oppressed by black magic priests and their ritualistic services. 
Voodoo was prevalent, superstition was strong, and Zombiism and human sacrifice were practiced.”

Growing up in such dark conditions, the local children seemed condemned to a lifetime of hardship and 
spiritual decay. Left to themselves, they had no future to look forward to except one of hunger, illiteracy, squalor 
and fear. 

In response to the extreme need, Fr. Meaux established the Kobonal Haiti Mission. Through his influence, lives 
were saved, families restored, and the Catholic faith embraced. But though much good was done, deep poverty 
continues to grip the community, and the Mission now occupies a unique position to confront those needs and 
help the most vulnerable families achieve a better future.

A Village in Turmoil
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Hope Through Education

A crucial part of the Kobonal Haiti Mission’s response to rural poverty is education.

In Haiti, the cost of a public school education is too high for many families, who are forced to choose between 
feeding their children or using the money to buy school supplies. As a result, children grow up illiterate and unable 
to find employment, and the cycle of poverty continues.

To break that cycle, Fr. Meaux offers needy families an affordable education at the Mission primary school. For 
a small fee, children are enrolled and given all the supplies they need, from books to uniforms to backpacks. With a 
student population of about 1,200 children, the Mission school is one of the largest — and also considered one 
of the best — in the region, and is known for its holistic approach toward the students and their families. The children 
are fed a daily hot lunch, given the basic academic foundation that many of their parents lack, and grounded 
spiritually in the faith and values of the Church through catechism courses and weekly Mass.

Unfortunately, once the students graduate from sixth grade, no similar options exist for secondary school. 
Unless they receive help, they find themselves back where they started — unable to finish their education.

To fill this gap, Fr. Meaux has partnered with Cross Catholic Outreach to offer a scholarship program. This 
empowering program gives Mission school graduates the well-earned chance to move on to a Catholic secondary 
school and complete the education they need to achieve a better, more self-sufficient future. In addition, students 
who finish secondary school also have a chance to win scholarships to university — paving a path to a good career 
that will help them support their families.

This program has the potential to lift poor children permanently out of poverty. With your help, it can succeed!



2700 N. Military Trail • Suite 240 • PO Box 273908 • Boca Raton, Florida 33427-3908 
800-914-2420 • www.CrossCatholic.org
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020,

the close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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The Kobonal Haiti Mission is a powerful beacon of hope to Haitian children seeking to escape poverty’s clutches. 
But that light can shine only for as long as caring Catholic benefactors like you continue to fuel the flame.

This year, we are counting on your help to ensure that the students who worked so hard to finish primary school 
are able to take the next step in their journey out of poverty. A Kobonal scholarship funded by your generous gift 
can mean the difference between hopelessness and the chance to rise above a subsistence-level existence. 

These boys and girls have learned to dream of better things — of professional careers, of a life without food 
scarcity, of a future where their own children will never be in want of basic necessities. Now let’s give the boost 
they need for their dreams to become reality!

  Please join Cross Catholic Outreach today in providing much-needed scholarships for Mission graduates. By 
responding to this need, you will be an instrument of Christ’s love to children from deep poverty. They are depending 
on your support!

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 
who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 

Matthew 25:40

Help Now!

 @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    /CrossCatholic    blog.crosscatholic.org
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