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Homes for Displaced
and Vulnerable Families
Earlier this year, Cyclone
Idai tore through southeast
Africa. You can bless families
in Thanganyika Village,
Malawi, who lost their
homes to the storm.
Thanganyika Village

Poor families in developing nations often live in flimsy shacks, cobbled together from mud, branches, rusty
sheet metal and scraps of plastic. Water leaks through the roofs and walls, damaging the inhabitants’ few possessions
and turning dirt floors into mud. Children struggle to sleep and study for school as the rains pour in, and families
have trouble securing themselves against vermin and intruders. Even a simple storm can threaten to collapse
these precarious structures, let alone a catastrophic tempest like Cyclone Idai.
With support from our generous donors, Cross Catholic Outreach changes lives by elevating the living situations
of families in desperate need. Donations to our General Housing Fund repair dilapidated homes and build new
houses. They also equip us to respond when emergency housing situations arise.
Today, one of our most urgent missions is to address the long-term housing needs of those affected by Cyclone
Idai. In the wake of disaster, many organizations rushed to meet the immediate need for food and water — but
months later, cyclone survivors still remain homeless.

You can help poor families rebuild their lives,
regain a sense of normalcy and begin to move forward from tragedy.
Read on to learn more!

URGENT NEED!
New Homes for Cyclone Survivors
Thanganyika Village, Malawi
Poor families in Thanganyika Village had
every reason to dread Cyclone Idai, which
made landfall in early March of this year.
Entire households were living in crumbling
one-room structures, and most were so poor
they couldn’t afford to feed their children
regularly, much less protect themselves from
the coming storm.
In the U.S., most of us would be able to
prepare for inclement weather by fortifying
our homes with storm shutters, stocking up
on emergency supplies and reviewing our
insurance policies. But as Cyclone Idai reached
southern Malawi, impoverished villagers had
no recourse and could only pray to God their
worst fears would not be realized.
High winds and torrential rain hit the area
hard, and within days, 335 houses had collapsed
in Thanganyika Village, leaving the community
broken and overwhelmed. After the storm,
some homeless families were able to seek
temporary shelter in neighbors’ homes, while
others crowded into local schools. But with the
rainy season fast approaching, displaced
villagers desperately need a better solution —
and that is only possible through the help of
compassionate people like you.

Roderick Promise, 10, stands next to his collapsed home. Through this project,
he and his grandmother will receive a new house.
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O U R PA R T N E R O N T H E G R O U N D

Ambuya Development Center

Ambuya Development Center encourages poor children to stay in school by providing daily lunches. With help from donors like you, the
ministry can begin to rebuild houses for students who lost their homes to Cyclone Idai.

When news of Cyclone Idai first reached us, we immediately
contacted our partners at the Ambuya Development Center and
funded the purchase of plywood, timber, plastic sheets and other
building materials to shore up damaged houses. Now we are
working with this powerful ministry to build new houses for
displaced families whose homes were entirely destroyed.
Since 2012, Ambuya has worked to improve the lives of the
poor in Thanganyika Village. They operate an after-school
feeding program that provides nutritious meals for children and
ministers to their faith — and now many of these precious
children have been rendered homeless.
You can help Ambuya build simple concrete houses for these
children and their families. You can bring relief to those who
have lost so much, restoring their safety and reminding them of
the hope we have in Christ!

“These families need to know that
God himself is caring for them.”
Dr. Victor Madziakapita,
Director of Ambuya Development Center

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY
to provide safe housing around the world
Today, you can become the hands and feet of Jesus to some of the most vulnerable families in the world. Your
generosity will help ministries like Ambuya build durable houses for people who have lived in unsafe, unhygienic
conditions for far too long. Your gift will demonstrate the mercy of Christ, and the houses you help build will
stand as an ever-present reminder of his provision in their lives.
When you bless poor families with safe shelter, it improves their entire standard of living. It restores the health
of their children and gives them greater dignity, a priceless gift that will continue to produce exponential blessings
for years to come.
Please — restore peace to those who are suffering. Help them raise their children in a secure, stable environment
and build homes that will keep them safe from future storms!

Children like these desperately need a safe new place to live. Give now to set them and their families on the path to a brighter future!

Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to provide housing for families worldwide through June 30, 2020, the close of
our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund general housing, the excess
funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

2700 N. Military Trail • Suite 240 • PO Box 273908 • Boca Raton, Florida 33427-3908

800-914-2420 ext. 300 • CrossCatholic.org/Safe-Shelter
@CrossCatholic

@CrossCatholic

@CrossCatholic

/CrossCatholic

blog.crosscatholic.org

Copyright Cross Catholic Outreach. Cost-effectively written, designed and printed in-house. [gb1906]

