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Tete Day Care Center
Support for orphans and vulnerable children

— Tete, Mozambique —

Learn to do good. Seek justice. Help the oppressed. Defend the cause of orphans.
Isaiah 1:17



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
The Tete Day Care Center provides food, tutoring, clothing and other necessities for orphans and vulnerable 
children, while strengthening their extended families and communities by inviting up other needy individuals 
to receive meals and aid.

Purpose
To express Christ’s love for the oppressed and the orphans by supporting children who have been made 
vulnerable either by the HIV/AIDS pandemic or by economic strife.

Location
Province of Tete, in the west-central part of Mozambique near the borders of Zimbabwe and Malawi.

Cost
$19,800 supports these services for one year. 

Highlights
• In Mozambique, the HIV/AIDS pandemic has left a devastating trail of orphans and vulnerable children.

• Compounding the situation is the Tete coal rush, where an influx of foreign mine workers has taken jobs 
away from local Mozambicans. The situation has led to security problems and a preponderance of vulnerable 
children begging on the streets. 

• Operated by the Missionary Sisters of the Precious Blood, the Tete Day Care Center not only helps vulnerable 
children but also supports the children’s parents, grandparents and other relatives.

• In addition to supporting children’s relatives, the Day Care Center also supports up to 18 elderly and blind 
men and women, providing food and other important aid.

• The children and their families learn about Christ’s love and how they gain strength through him.

• Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to lending a helping hand so that the orphans and vulnerable children 
in Tete can continue to receive help — and find hope in our precious savior.
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The Need

As one of the countries hit hardest by Africa’s 
HIV/AIDS pandemic, the impoverished nation 
of Mozambique is struggling with a devastating 
challenge — providing care for 1.6 million 
children made orphans by the disease. 

Traditionally, these vulnerable children are 
taken in by neighbors or extended family 
members, but the sheer number of parents lost 
to AIDS has stretched the resources of these 
extended families to the limit. Most of these 
compassionate caregivers are also poor, 
struggling to find their own “daily bread” and 
meet their own urgent needs.

Compounding this is the situation brought on 
by the coal rush in Tete. Once a small, sleepy 
rural community, Tete is now a bustling 
boomtown because of the vast coal deposits 
discovered in the area. While this has led to 
untold wealth for the mining companies and 
landowners, local villagers are being displaced 
and most of the jobs are going to foreign 
workers who have moved into the area by the 
thousands. 

Today, Tete has more cars in the streets and 
more development, but it also has scores of 
orphans and vulnerable children begging for 
their next meal.

If no one takes in these remaining orphans, 
most will be forced to fend for themselves. They 
will not go to school. They will not find jobs. 
The only future for them will be as beggars or child laborers — or worse. 

Thankfully, God did not forget the hurting orphans of Tete. He sent his faithful servants, the Missionary 
Sisters of the Precious Blood, to open the Tete Day Care Center — a ministry that not only cares for the needs of 
children but also the needs of their extended families. The Center also extends its mission to include the elderly 
and the blind. It is truly a mission of mercy!

Mozambique by the Numbers
• 74,000 people die from AIDS each year, leaving behind 

thousands of orphans.
• To date, there are nearly 740,000 parentless children,  

a number that increases daily.
• 41% of children are malnourished.
• 22% of children have to work to help support their families.
• Only 56% of people over the age of 15 can read and write.
• 46% of the population falls under the poverty line.

• The average person has a life expectancy of just 54 years.

Source: CIA World Factbook and UNICEF
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Ministry Description

In the city of Tete, HIV/AIDS and 
difficulties brought on by the coal rush 
have torn families apart. Many children 
come from poor single-parent homes or 
have no parents at all. Orphans and 
other vulnerable children have no other 
choice but to beg in the streets for 
money. Similarly, the sick and elderly 
struggle every day just to meet their 
basic needs. Poor families have nowhere 
to turn. That is, until the Sisters of the 
Precious Blood open the doors every 
day to the Tete Day Care Center. 

This is truly a center of hope and 
change — providing a holistic approach 
for vulnerable children and their 
families. The staff provides two meals 
per day to each child. By offering simple 
but nutritious meals, the center is giving 
much-needed stability to overwhelmed 
parents and guardians — who no longer have to decide between feeding themselves and feeding their children. 

Because the key to helping children break the cycle of poverty is a quality education, the sisters arrange for lots 
of structured time for homework tutoring and 
study time. They also actively encourage students 
to not only remain in school, but also enroll in 
a secondary school or a vocational school of 
their choice. 

They provide a nurturing environment 
where children are enthusiastically involved in 
daily activities, including organized gymnastics. 
And all the students spend time in the garden 
and the kitchen, not only to serve the ministry 
but to gain valuable social interaction skills.

But the Tete Day Care Center doesn’t just 
minister to the children in isolation; it reaches 
out to their families and communities. Regular 
visits are made to the children’s families, 
caretakers and schools. The Center truly takes 
the love of the Lord to heart and follows 
Christ’s approach by opening its arms to all, 
while providing solid, catechism instruction to 
the children who pass through its doors.

Children are fed two nutritious meals and a snack each weekday.

Staff members not only minister at the center but also make regular visits 
to the children’s families, caretakers and schools.
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A Day at the Tete Day Care Center

Every day, children gather for morning exercise.

Catechism classes are given to ensure a strong 
moral foundation.

The sisters make sure each child keeps up with his or her studies.

The Center cares for the whole family — including 
vulnerable elderly community members.
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Lend a Helping Hand!

In the country of Mozambique, the HIV/AIDS pandemic has devastated thousands of families. And in the city 
of Tete, a shift in the local economy has threatened the well-being of the most innocent victims of all — children. 

For obvious reasons, this makes funding programs like the Tete Day Care Center a priority for Cross Catholic 
Outreach. But we can only support this vitally important ministry with your help. Only by working together 
can we rebuild the lives of children and families devastated by illness and economic strife. 

Jesus made it clear to his disciples that he has a special compassion for children when he told them, “Let the 
little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these” 
(Matthew 19:14). The Missionary Sisters of the Precious Blood have answered the call to take care of these 
precious children and their families.

Now, their dedicated ministry is desperately waiting for a helping hand. Will you join Cross Catholic Outreach 
and minister to them today? Working together, we can make a difference!


