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Minne Hara School Support
Catholic Education for the Poor

— Minne Hara, Ethiopia —

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your  
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.

Jeremiah 29:11



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will fund urgently 
needed construction work and 
supply educational materials for 
a Catholic school serving children 
in a remote, impoverished region.

Purpose
To provide Catholic missionaries 
with the resources needed to 
nurture children’s minds and 
souls and set them on a path to 
a brighter future.

Our Partners
Minne Hara School is an outreach 
of a small but Spirit-filled mission 
run by the Consolata Missionaries.

Location
Minne Hara is a village in a 
mountainous region of 
Ethiopia, about 8.5 hours from 
the country’s capital, Addis Ababa.

Cost
$20,900 for building projects, classroom enhancements, books and other items the government does not 
provide and parents cannot afford.

Highlights
• Dedicated priests minister through a local mission and school to an extremely remote and hard-to-reach 

Ethiopian village.

• Because government schools are too far away over rugged terrain, children would be illiterate and 
uneducated without Minne Hara School.

• Consolata Missionaries provide free or low-cost education (up to eighth grade), which attracts village 
students but leaves no extra funds for classroom supplies and facility needs.

• Cross Catholic Outreach has committed to funding the urgent needs of the school so that joyful priests and 
enthusiastic lay teachers can bring hope to an entire community.

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”

Matthew 25:35

Despite the lack of high-tech teaching aids and comfortable classrooms, students at Minne 
Hara School are eager to learn.



2

Minne Hara School Support | Project 0577

The Need

Chale Abebe and Teddy Begasha are ready to study hard because they want to achieve big dreams. With her 
love of math, Chale has set her sights on being an engineer. Strong in biology, Teddy wants to be a doctor. But what 
makes these young student’s optimism truly remarkable are the hurdles they are facing to achieve their goals. 
Both grew up in Minne Hara - a mountain village with unpaved roads - where subsistence farmers eke out a 
meager living and families typically have little hope of advancing their place in life. 

The optimism Chale and Teddy share is fueled by the work of the Consolata Missionaries and that order’s 
plans to improve the students’ remote school. Already, the Minne Hara School is educating nearly 1,000 children 
in grades one through eight, and with the new repairs and additions planned, its impact will improve 
dramatically. For impoverished children who would otherwise grow up without an education and might be 
trapped in illiteracy, these plans are a source of hope and excitement. 

Today, your support can help make the Consolata Missionaries’ plans a reality, forever changing the fate of 
scores of children like Chale and Teddy. In faith, construction work was started; but more funding is needed to 
complete the effort, and educational supplies for children are also needed. 

Please — help Cross Catholic Outreach empower the missionary priests in Ethiopia as they work to ensure 
this important school’s future. Your gift will fund: 

• A ceiling for a new, three-classroom building that was not completed.

• Renovations of existing classrooms.

• Repairs to an outdoor latrine, gate and fence.

• Desks for students.

• Books for the library and supplies for the classroom.

With your support, the children of Minne Hara can experience the joy of fulfilling their God-given potential!

Funds are needed to complete this unfinished classroom building and repair this outdoor latrine.

A daily struggle to survive
While the Minne Hara School buildings are small, humble structures, villagers do not have the resources 

for repair and maintenance. Villagers are subsistence farmers who are locked in a daily struggle to simply 
survive. Meager earnings from raising animals, growing crops and working coffee fields are barely enough 
to provide food for families. With your gift to the Consolata Missionaries, you step in and provide much-
needed repairs and upgrades to Minne Hara School that they cannot afford.  
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 Ministry Description

The priests of the Consolata Missionaries have an arduous journey to Minne Hara — three hours of driving 
over rocky mountain terrain, plunging through mud and crossing rushing streams. But they do it with joy 
because of their passion for education and spreading the Good News of the Gospel. 

 “I believe Minne Hara School is a good opportunity to show the Father’s love for all his children,” Father 
Michael Miriti said. “It is a good example of concern for the last ones of the people.”

Once in Minne Hara, missionary priests inspire students, reach out to parents and encourage teachers. The 
presence of Jesus always goes with Fr. Michael and other missionary priests. 

As the priests celebrate Christ’s presence in the Holy Eucharist during Mass and lead spirited discussions with 
students, children grow in faith, hope and love. As the priests engage with the community during parent group 
meetings, parents catch their passion for education and involvement in the school. Teachers are inspired to be active 
participants in the priests’ mission. Priests reach out to parents with home visits that stress regular school 
attendance, and they lead classroom discussions that encourage students to grow in their faith tradition, whether 
they are Catholic, Muslim or Orthodox Christian. Fr. Michael passionately believes that God’s love is for all of the 
students.

Yes, traveling three hours over rugged roads is a long journey for the Consolata Missionaries. But inspiring 
young minds and hearts makes it worth the trip.

Fr. Michael feels blessed to encounter Jesus in the poor children of rural Ethiopia.

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

Mark 9:37



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

Just before he ascended to the Father, Jesus told his followers they would receive the Holy Spirit, receiving the 
power to be his witnesses to the “ends of the earth.”  

By creating missions in rural Ethiopia and the Minne Hara School in the rugged mountains, the Consolata 
Missionaries are playing an important role in that evangelistic effort — and your support of their efforts will 
make you part of that mission too. You will empower their outreaches to the “ends of the earth,” and will help 
them bless the many impoverished people who live in a remote, mountainous region of Ethiopia. 

The potential for success at Minne Hara School is evident — young minds are already being inspired to dream 
and young hearts are nurtured in faith — but this special effort to strengthen and equip the school can increase 
the mission’s impact significantly. 

Please, help us finish the construction of new classrooms, repair existing classrooms, and provide books and 
desks for students. Through this work of mercy, we can give Minne Hara’s hope-filled children a reason to continue 
dreaming big!  


