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— Cotahuasi, Peru —

And my God will supply every need of yours 
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:19



We are a
Catholic ministry

that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through dioceses, parishes and Catholic 
missionaries, cost-effectively helping the poor break the 

cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic evangelization. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Background Information
High in the Andes Mountains, children 
of poor, indigenous Quechua families 
have little access to education because 
their remote villages are so far from 
any schools. To ensure that these 
children get a quality education, there 
are two Catholic boarding homes 
where children can stay while attending 
classes far from their villages. The 
children attend school in town during 
the week and return home on the 
weekends.

Description
This project subsidizes the feeding 
program at the two boarding homes 
while the children are attending school. 

Location
The boarding homes are located in 
Peru’s Andean highlands, Cotahuasi.

Cost
$28,600 helps feed 99 students. The 
amount also covers the costs of lights, 
water and transportation.

Highlights
•  Villages in the area are so remote 

that a nearby school would take  
hours to walk to. As a result, much of 
the older generation is uneducated 
and illiterate.

•  The two Catholic boarding homes — 
one for girls and one for boys — offer shelter and three meals a day.

•  At the boarding homes, the children and adolescents (ages 9-17) have access to books, desks, beds and 
tutoring — all of which are not available to them at their own homes.

•  Cross Catholic Outreach has committed to help with food and expenses, so the full costs will not be passed 
on to the students’ impoverished families — but we need your help!
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Isolated in Rural Poverty

You feel as if you’ve stepped backward 
in time when you visit the remote 
village of Hulliac, Peru, located deep in 
the Andean mountains. Indigenous 
farmers in traditional garb work their 
small plots of land with their children 
along the dirt walking paths that 
overlook the area’s deep-cloven valley. 

On the road, you pass more farm 
animals than cars, because the area is too 
poor to ride a bicycle much less an 
automobile. They only travel as far as 
they can walk — which leaves them 
isolated in their village. Hulliac is 
effectively cut off from job opportunities, 
schools and modern conveniences. Some 
of the little farming towns in the 
mountains are so remote that a priest 
only visits to say Mass 2 or 3 times a year.

It isn’t surprising that the parents in Hulliac want a better future for their children — a future where they 
won’t have to sleep on a dirt floor or wake in a puddle of water from a leaking roof.  They want to give their sons 
and daughters the opportunity to do more than subsistence-level farming for their daily meals, but they know a 
better future isn’t possible without a high school diploma — which some parents themselves have never earned. 
Illiteracy is common in such remote towns, and some of the Quechua-speaking locals have never even learned 
Spanish, the official language of Peru.  This too will forever limit their futures.

Access to a school is the problem. Once 
children graduate from elementary school, 
the nearest secondary school they can attend 
is in Cotahuasi, a two- to three-hour walk 
away. For children in other rural villages, 
attending the closest school can require a 
walk of 10 hours or more!

But there is a better way. 

Father Adrian Codevilla is dedicated to 
offering a boarding home in Cotahuasi so that 
students can attend public schools there. He 
also is committed to improving their health 
by preparing more nutritious food. He knows 
how much these hardworking villagers desire 
to give the next generation the chance to climb 
out of poverty. And now, with the help of 
Cross Catholic Outreach, he is making their 
dream come true.

The isolated village of Hulliac feels like a step back in time.

The children are eager to go to school, but without your help, their options are 
limited.
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A Home Away From Home 

Thanks to Fr. Adrian’s vision and service, 
parents will be able to send their child to one 
of two Catholic boarding homes located near 
the schools in Cotahuasi.

The boarding homes provide three meals a 
day, study areas, library books, outdoor 
recreation and field trips, and one seemingly 
basic item that is a real luxury to students 
from the mountains — beds. For children 
who sleep on dirt floors at home, the beds in 
their dorms may be the first they’ve had.

A high school diploma is the immediate 
goal of the program. But the diploma is just 
the beginning of the journey out of poverty. 
Finding a better life means moving away to 
the city, where most employers hire only 
high school graduates. The best, most 
determined students may even continue their 
education at a trade school or university.

To keep the boarding homes affordable to 
the families, Fr. Adrian relies on support 
from Cross Catholic Outreach, which has 
committed to helping provide breakfast, 
lunch and dinner for the students. The 
nutritious diet the children enjoy is essential 
to academic success, and ensures their 
attention will be focused on their studies 
instead of their empty stomachs.

Girls from Cotahuasi welcoming Cross visitors.

The boys in front of their new building. 

Fr. Adrian helping students study. 
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020, 

the close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

Children from poor, rural families in the mountains of Peru rely on the boarding homes established to provide 
for their needs so they can complete their education. But the program cannot continue without support from 
compassionate Catholics like you.

Your gift to Cross Catholic Outreach could mean the difference between poverty or prosperity for a motivated 
student who aspires to get an education, enter the workforce and provide for his or her family. 

Of course, this Catholic project is about more than just helping kids get ahead in the world. By providing 
meals to poor boarding students, you are also showing the community what it means to follow Christ’s footsteps. 
The project is a practical application of the spiritual truth taught by Pope Francis in his address to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, in which he said, “Among our tasks as witnesses to the love of Christ is that of giving a voice to 
the cry of the poor.” 

Let us respond to the call of the Holy Father and “give voice” to the cry of those in poverty. Help maintain this 
crucial feeding program and provide a home away from home for the students who are depending on our help.


