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Bruh Tesfa Youth 
Development Center

— Adigrat, Ethiopia —

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  
I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

John 10:10



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will provide a home for 
teenage boys from extremely remote 
villages who want to complete their 
secondary education.

Purpose
To prepare teens for national exams so 
they can graduate high school, secure 
university enrollment and someday 
find gainful employment.

Ministry Partner
Missionaries of Africa, a ministry of 
priests and brothers founded in 1868.

Location
Adigrat, in the Tigray region of 
northern Ethiopia.

Cost
$17,355 will provide 15 high school seniors 
with room and board, payment for school 
fees, meals, clothing, transportation, 
tutoring, and spiritual counseling. It 
will also provide 15 first-year university 
students with a stipend to cover their 
basic expenses.

Highlights
• In Ethiopia’s Tigray region, many 

children dwell in extremely remote rural villages that could be a three - to 10-hour walk from any schools 
that provide higher secondary-level education.

• Desperate to access better opportunities, some teens attempt to illegally migrate out of the country — a 
dangerous choice that leaves them vulnerable to exploitation, abuse and even death.

• The Missionaries of Africa want to address this tragic situation by providing accommodations near the high 
school in Adigrat. Students entering 12th grade could live there while focusing on their education, eliminating the 
need to walk long distance and relieving the burden on their impoverished families.

• Beneficiaries will be selected based on academic performance, distance from the school and financial need.

• The staff at Bruh Tesfa Youth Development Center includes one Catholic priest, one Catholic brother, a full-
time social worker and a part-time guidance counselor.

• Each student’s family contributes about 44 pounds of wheat and grain per semester. Students also grow vegetables 
at the Center to supplement their meals and reduce the cost of food.
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The Need

Most Catholic leaders agree that providing a quality education is essential to helping children in developing 
countries escape poverty, but young men living in the remote villages scattered throughout Ethiopia’s Tigray 
region often find it impossible to achieve those gains. While they know an education unlocks important doors — 
not only for them, but also their entire families — they face challenges in going beyond high school classwork. 
Village schools can take them to 10th grade, but only faraway government schools allow students to complete their 
final (and most determinative) years.

In Ethiopia, 12th grade is especially critical because it is the year students prepare to take national exams — the 
standardized tests that determine whether a student will be allowed to attend university. The higher a student scores, 
the more collegiate options they have. Young people know that without their test scores, they have little hope of ever 
improving their circumstances. Longing to better their lives, students will walk unimaginable distances — up to six 
hours daily — to attend a government school. Those who live farther away are left with only three options: drop 
out of school, rent an unaffordable room in town or leave the country.

Tragically, illegal migration has become a serious problem that often proves fatal for desperate teens seeking better 
opportunities. Smugglers prey on these vulnerable young people and promise to help them start a new life in another 
country. Often, however, the smugglers end up holding them hostage for ransom. The teens’ impoverished relatives 
pay bribe after bribe to get them back, sinking deeper into poverty and sometimes never seeing their children again.

Providing teens with the ability to complete their hard-earned education is literally a matter of life and death. 
They should not have to risk their health and safety to finish school and pursue their dreams; but distance can 
create an insurmountable obstacle for the poor. Thankfully, the Missionaries of Africa are aware of this injustice 
and have partnered with Cross Catholic Outreach to give deserving young men a path out of poverty.

Many poor teens in Ethiopia’s Tigray region face significant challenges when it comes to completing their education.
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Ministry Description

In John 10:10, Jesus says he came that 
we may have life and have it abundantly. 
Surely he wants to bring that abundant 
life to poor children in Ethiopia — so in 
his name, the Missionaries of Africa are 
determined to give vulnerable teens the 
hope of a brighter future. Today, they 
need our help to unlock a life-changing 
opportunity that will allow 15 promising 
young men to finish high school.

With your help, Father Paul Reilly will 
be able to provide a home for these students 
at Bruh Tesfa Youth Development Center, 
located near the government high school 
in Adigrat. There, boys will finally be able 
to complete 12th grade without walking 
many miles or renting a derelict room that 
adds to their families’ financial constraints. 
They will have time to focus on finishing 
their homework and doing their very best 
in school, and they will have support as 

they prepare for the consequential exams that will determine where they go next.

Boys will be chosen on the basis of their economic background, distance from Adigrat and performance in school, 
ensuring the selection of those in deepest need who are most committed to their education. The Center will provide 
for their tuition, books and uniforms, while also guaranteeing nutritious meals, annual medical checkups and 
after-school tutoring. Families will invest in their children’s education by providing the Center with 20 kilograms of 
grain each semester, and students will contribute by growing vegetables in the Center’s garden in order to supplement 
their meals.

With one priest, one brother, a full-time social worker and a part-time guidance counselor on staff, the Center 
is also equipped to address the students’ emotional and spiritual needs, and boys will have access to weekly group 
and individual counseling sessions, bimonthly faith formation classes and life-skills workshops. Seminars cover 
relevant topics such as the dangers of migration, which equips boys with priceless knowledge that can guide their 
decisions and save their lives.

This integral ministry wants to lead young men into the fullness of all that Christ intends for them — but in 
order to make that possible, they need your help!

Fr. Paul Reilly is working with school officials and local government authorities to 
provide priceless educational opportunities for deserving young people.

Steadfast Support
Bruh Tesfa Youth Development Center is not satisfied with helping its boys for one year only. Once the 

students graduate and head off to college, the Center continues to provide them with financial support that 
covers the cost of school supplies, clothing, shoes, transportation to campus and a suitcase for the journey. 
In addition to helping 15 high school students, this project will also provide aid for 15 first-year college 
students in order to ensure their continued success.



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

Study after study has shown that poverty is linked to a lack of educational opportunities. Without an education, 
young people can become trapped in the cycle of poverty that has held their families captive for generations. The 
best solution to breaking this cycle is to give poor children the valuable opportunity to graduate from school and 
pursue the abundant life that Christ can provide them.

Today, caring Catholics like you can open that door for young men in Ethiopia. As it stands, these students are 
preparing to enter 12th grade — but without help, they face many challenges that may prevent them from finishing 
this incredibly important year. The Missionaries of Africa want to help them achieve their full potential, and by 
providing a home at Bruh Tesfa Youth Development Center, they can do just that.

Bruh Tesfa means “bright hope,” and that is exactly what the boys who benefit from this project will receive. 
They have worked so hard to reach this point in their education, and they long to see that hard work pay off. 
Please — help us reassure them that their efforts have not been in vain. Give them the opportunity to achieve 
their dreams, help their families and someday impact their nation. These boys can create a brighter tomorrow if 
you will invest in them today!


