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Marie Louise Bayle Center
Investing in education, nutrition and medical care 

for the desperately poor
— Ouanaminthe, Haiti —

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,  
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project addresses the severe needs of 
impoverished children and youth by combating 
malnutrition and supporting early childhood 
education. It also provides a desperately-needed 
medical outreach to the caregivers, pregnant 
women and breastfeeding moms who live in 
the region.

Purpose
The center extends Christ’s love by feeding the 
poor, and providing access to education and 
medical facilities in a remote area where access 
to education is limited, and where pre- and 
postnatal care is nonexistent.

Location
The Planteau and Gaillard slum areas in the 
northeastern city of Ouanaminthe, Haiti, near 
the border of the Dominican Republic. 

Cost
$60,500 will help the sisters finance the center’s 
operations, which include staff salaries for the 
school and clinic, as well as the purchasing 
costs for local food and training materials.

Highlights
• The newly-constructed Marie Louise Bayle 

Center is a multipurpose facility that 
encompasses a school, a wellness center and a 
modern kitchen facility.

• The school focuses on disadvantaged 
children that have started primary school 
late, have had disruptive breaks in their 
education or struggle with learning 
disabilities.

• The wellness center focuses on caregivers who attend childrearing classes, pregnant women who attend 
maternity classes and moms who attend breastfeeding classes.

• Though administered by the Apostolic Sisters of Mary Immaculate, the center welcomes people of all 
religious origins and backgrounds.

• Religious formation and faith awakening is delivered through daily prayer, the celebration of Mass, biblical 
reflections and Catholic songs.

Your generous support would provide a lasting 
legacy for:
• 250 children who are enrolled in the school.
• 75  pregnant women.
• 75  lactating women.

• 150 children (0-3 years).
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The Need

Why this School and Wellness Center Is So Important
The Marie Louise Bayle Center is vitally important because the families in northeast Haiti face hardships and 

problems well beyond their means to solve. Haiti has long been recognized as a poor nation, but the destitution 
found in the urban slums of Ouanaminthe are extreme. In this dangerous border town located between Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic, most families live on earnings of less than $1 a day.  

Just imagine having to do the same!

Struggling to survive, entire families can be found begging on Ouanaminthe’s streets. Each day, children wake 
to uncertainty, not knowing where their next meal will come  from. In addition to facing malnutrition, they 
often fall prey to typhoid fever, diarrhea and other illnesses, not only because they are poor but also because 
their families lack training in basic hygiene and disease prevention. As a result, even mild and treatable illnesses 
can escalate into life-threatening conditions.

Where education is concerned, opportunities for children are substandard at best. The potential of many is 
wasted because rural schools are inadequate; but for others, it is poverty that creates roadblocks to success. Poor 
children must often skip school to work alongside their families. Otherwise, they would all go hungry. And 
young girls face additional challenges. They are typically kept home from school more often than boys are, and 
threats of rape and domestic abuse also loom over girls on a daily basis. 

Fortunately, as bleak as this situation seems, there is hope thanks to the efforts of Catholic leaders in the area. 
Their neighborhood center is in the position to offer educational opportunities, nutritional resources and medical 
care to Ouanaminthe’s struggling families — if we are willing to provide financial support. 

 Read on to learn more about how you can have a life-transforming impact on the impoverished children and 
families in this destitute area of Haiti. 

Many of Haiti’s most destitute residents live in the border town of Ouanaminthe.
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Serving the Poor of Northeast Haiti

The Marie Louise Bayle Center is a school, a wellness center, a feeding center and an open door to a better future. 
The new facility has been a tremendous blessing to poor children in need of an education, and to the moms and 
pregnant women who need medical care, but it needs support from U.S. Catholics to achieve its ambitious goals.

WHAT YOUR DONATION WILL FUND

Education for the Poor
The school focuses on disadvantaged 
children that have started primary school 
late, have had disruptive breaks in their 
education or struggle with learning 
disabilities.

Medical Outreach
The wellness center focuses on caregivers 
who attend childrearing classes, pregnant 
women who attend maternity classes and 
moms who attend breastfeeding classes.

Feeding Program
Nutritious daily meals, featuring Vitafood — a vitamin-enriched rice and soy product — are free of charge to 
all students. The meals prevent malnutrition and help the boys and girls stay focused on their studies. 

The Mission of Marie Louise Bayle
According to Sister Yolande Chêne, who oversees 

the operations in Ouanaminthe for the Apostolic 
Sisters of Mary Immaculate, the heart of their 
mission is to respond to the cry of Jesus on the 
cross, when he said, “I am thirsty.” Sr. Yolande 
explains that this includes the thirst for love, the 
thirst for dignity and the thirst for a better world.

“It was our founder, Sister Marie Louise Bayle, 
who started our mission,” she says. “It was part of 
her vision to go to a slum area in Lyon, France, and 
serve the poor. This was many years ago, during 
World War I.” 

Today, the Apostolic Sisters of Mary Immaculate 
minister to the poor of Haiti in much the same 

fashion as their founding Mother did in France almost a century ago. They go forth, pray among the 
poor, recruit children, mothers and pregnant women to come to the center, and — in the words of 
Sr. Yolande — “answer the thirst for Jesus.”



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

The Apostolic Sisters of Mary 
Immaculate desperately want their 
ministry to bless needy families and 
draw lost souls to Jesus Christ — and 
you can empower their outreach to 
provide those blessings. By supporting 
the Marie Louise Bayle Center, you will 
be providing the poor with urgently 
needed educational opportunities, 
nutrition resources and medical care, 
helping families experience a radical 
transformation to a better life.

As Sr. Yolande has said, “Many times 
we feel that it is with Jesus’ hand, Jesus’ 
eyes and Jesus’ ears that we receive the 
less fortunate here, and Jesus does the 
work. How else could we accomplish 
what we do?”

We agree. We believe God is reaching 
out to faithful Catholics like you to 
empower this worthy ministry in Haiti, 
to bring the vision of the Marie Louise 
Bayle Center to fruition.

It was Jesus who said, “Do not store 
up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

Join with us! Show your commitment to the Lord by making this wise investment today!

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will be repaid in full. 
Proverbs 19:17


