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Microfinance for the Poor

— Kobonal, Haiti —

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.

Jeremiah 29:11



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
Kobonal’s Microfinance Program helps 
Haitian families become self-sufficient 
through small business loans.

Location
Kobonal, Haiti — a remote farming 
community in the Diocese of Hinche in 
Haiti’s Central Plateau. 

Ministry Partner
Kobonal Haiti Mission is affiliated with 
The Society of Our Lady of the Most 
Holy Trinity.

Cost
$22,000 will help expand the 
community microfinance program, 
providing up to 30 families with small 
business loans.

Highlights
• Kobonal Haiti Mission was established 

more than 30 years ago by Father 
Glenn Meaux. 

• Cross Catholic has partnered with 
Fr. Meaux and the people of Kobonal 
since 2004, providing food, housing, 
water and microfinance to the poorest 
of the poor. 

• Small business loans are a proven 
method for overcoming poverty. 
Recipients grow in dignity and 
confidence as they are able to provide 
for their families and become contributing members of society.

• Many families begin small businesses by selling corn, beans, peanuts, rice, salt, sugar and soap.

• Other families use the loan to buy and resell animals such as goats, pigs and hens. 

• Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to supporting the Microfinance Program, but we need your help!

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, thirsty and you gave me drink,
a stranger and you took me in.”

Matthew 25:35

Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to partnering with Kobonal Haiti Mission 
to provide Haitian men and women with small business loans so they can 
generate a profit and begin to work their way out of poverty.
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The Need

Plagued by decades of political and economic upheaval, Haiti remains the poorest country in the Western 
Hemisphere, with two out of three Haitians living on less than $2 a day. A staggering 67% of the labor force does 
not have any sort of formal job. 

Facing this widespread unemployment, struggling families will do whatever they can to earn a few coins, 
including gathering firewood or laundering clothes in a stream. Under these pitiful, low-paying working 
conditions, you can imagine the pressures family members face to provide even the most basic of necessities. 
Most skip meals for days on end, while others forgo medicines when they become ill.

No one knows the plight of these poor families better than Fr. Glenn Meaux. When he first arrived with his 
team in 1989 to start a mission in the Diocese of Hinche on behalf of the Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy 
Trinity, he lived in an isolated village that was ravaged by intense poverty. The area suffered the nation’s highest 
rates of child malnutrition and infant mortality, children were illiterate, clean water was scarce, and even basic 
medical care was unattainable. 

Fortunately, Fr. Meaux did more than observe these terrible conditions. Moved deeply by the poverty and the 
suffering of the people, he founded the Kobonal Haiti Mission, inspired by Proverbs 3:27: “Do not withhold good 
from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to do it.” 

Over the past three decades, the Mission has helped hundreds of families through housing projects, feeding 
programs, education and spiritual formation. Fr. Meaux also discovered a path to long term solutions. To lift families 
out of poverty, he established a program to help the poor establish small businesses and become self-sufficient.

Normally, a poor entrepreneur might have had to rely on a loan shark charging astronomical interest rates to 
undertake such a venture, but the Mission’s Microfinance Program solved that hardship with low-interest loans 
that could help families do more than survive. They could thrive — and most eagerly give the glory to God!

Two out of every three Haitians live on less than $2 a day, with some of the worst cases in Kobonal and the surrounding 
Diocese of Hinche.
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The Program

By offering small business loans, 
Cross Catholic Outreach continues to 
help the Mission empower the Kobonal 
community so its people can improve 
their lives and provide for their families. 
The microfinance program will supply 
30 community members with low-
interest loans, allowing the benefiting 
men and women to run small 
businesses and earn a livable wage.

“When I first arrived, the families had 
no possibilities for advancement, nor 
were they seen as equals due to their 
poverty,” said Fr. Meaux. “So they cut 
trees to make charcoal for their livelihood 
because they were told they were of no 
other use.” 

The mission is striving to show them 
otherwise by restoring dignity through 
self-sustainability. With a small loan — equaling 60,000 hgt (approximately $666 USD) — beneficiaries are able to 
start their small businesses and begin earning a profit. They are also taught lessons in saving and wise money 
management. 

Beneficiaries are divided into support groups, where they discuss accountability expectations and payment 
timelines. This special care has proven successful according to Fr. Meaux, who has reported that 98% of the loans 
are paid back in full.

Through microloans, the mission assists the people as they run small businesses and 
earn a livable wage.

A Holistic Ministry
In addition to the Microfinance Program, the Kobonal Haiti Mission brings the love of Christ to 

destitute families through a wide range of outreach services. Here is a rundown of the mission’s other 
dynamic programs for the poor:

Housing: Each year, Kobonal builds approximately 60 new homes and provides repairs to 60 additional 
homes for poor families — strengthening the family unit and giving them a firm foundation.

Agriculture and Farming: At the Mission, the poor are equipped with agricultural training and access to 
a community farm.

Education: At Kobonal Catholic School, more than 1,200 students are able to earn a quality, Catholic 
education with 500 of them earning scholarships to secondary school and university.

Food for the Destitute: Each month, the Mission provides monthly food staples like cornmeal, beans, 
cooking oil and soap to more than 250 extremely destitute families and elderly citizens.

Water: Over the years, numerous water projects have supplied clean water wells to improve the area’s 
overall health and sanitation.

Spiritual Formation: Fr. Meaux’s church has become a pillar of the community, with hundreds of people 
attending Mass each Sunday. 
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7 Facts About Microenterprise and the Entrepreneurial Poor

1. Many of the world’s poor can only succeed by becoming self-employed. To achieve this, they can undertake a 
variety of small business opportunities — raising and selling livestock, running market stalls, producing 
handicrafts or recycling rubbish. Many have ideas for breaking their cycle of poverty, but few have the financial 
seed money to start and grow their businesses.

2. Microenterprise is one of the most effective ways to lift families out of poverty. In developing countries, loans 
as small as $50 can transform lives. 

3. The major problem these entrepreneurial poor face is their lack of working capital. The World Bank estimates 
600 million of the world’s poorest could create jobs and increase their incomes if they had access to affordable 
financial services. 

4. Today only 3% of the world’s population has access to fair credit. In many countries, the formal financial 
sector does not extend to the poor. 

5. Since poor people cannot get loans from banks, they are left to raise credit from informal moneylenders, who 
charge exorbitant interest rates, sometimes as high as 1600% per annum. 

6. Microenterprise extends small, fair credit loans (typically $50 to $1000) to poor borrowers for income-
generating self-employment projects. This allows the poor to improve their standard of living for their families 
and their communities.

7. Microenterprise does more than just extend credit loans. It also provides mentoring, gives financial advice and 
provides marketing training and leadership development. All of these things foster a sense of self-worth and 
create hope for a better future.
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020,  

the close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

Microfinance for the Poor | Project 1017

Help Now!

Please make a gift to the Kobonal’s Microfinance Program. In doing so, you will enable poor entrepreneurs in 
Kobonal to gain access to low-interest microloans that can change lives for generations. With access to the start-
up money necessary to get their businesses off the ground, these poor families will have the support necessary to 
establish good, sound financial policies. Most importantly, they will come to know the hope of Christ instead of 
hopeless suffering.

The legacy you leave will have a tangible impact on real men and women in desperate need of solutions. You 
will provide them with these solutions, and God will honor your self-sacrifice and your obedience to his word.

As the Bible says in Proverbs 19:17, “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and will be repaid in full.” 
In gratitude, we pray those bountiful blessings and our Lord’s perfect peace will become part of your life!

The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor 
have come up as a memorial offering before God.” 

Acts 10:4 (NIV)
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