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But those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water  
that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.

John 4:14



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will provide Ethiopian 
families with access to drinking water.

Purpose
To demonstrate the Gospel by serving 
those in need and providing nourishment 
so that they can experience God’s love in 
their lives.

Our Partners
The Missionary Sisters of the Holy Rosary

Location
The Nefas Silk-Lafto area in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia

Cost
$6,600 in total; about $165 per household 
to install drinking water and improve the 
quality of life for more than 260 people.

Highlights
• 42.5 million people in Ethiopia lack 

access to safe, sanitary water.

• Droughts in the country have caused 
famine, food shortages and diseases  
as people are left to depend on 
contaminated water sources.

• In the city, the poor share a limited 
number of water taps, and the water 
often only runs at night.

• Cross Catholic Outreach has partnered with the Missionary Sisters of the Holy Rosary to provide houses 
with drinking water, sanitation and hygiene training, and so far, 200 households are benefiting, resulting in a 
decrease in diarrhea diseases and an increase in school attendance of children in the area.

• By bringing sanitary drinking water to additional families in the community, we can improve the lives and 
health of others in desperate need.

• Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to this mission of ensuring accessible drinking water for the 
community, but we need your help to meet that commitment.

As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes thought for me. 
You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God.

Psalm 40:17
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The Need: A Way to Move Forward

Raising five children on her husband’s subsistence-level wages was never easy. But things suddenly got much 
worse when Etalema Wedaji’s husband died of HIV. 

Kicked out of their home because they couldn’t pay rent, Etalema and her children took shelter in a crumbling 
shack in the Nefas Silk-Lafto neighborhood of Addis Ababa. Here, they faced a problem that plagues many families 
residing in these slums. Water – necessary for their survival – was in very short supply.

In the developing world, the poorest 
people often fetch water from rivers, 
streams or springs. But in an urban 
environment, if any such sources can be 
found, they are seldom safe for use. The 
alternative is wells and modern water/
sewage systems. But Nefas Silk-Lafto is a 
community whose supply hasn’t kept up 
with the demand. 

Households that are not among those 
fortunate enough to be connected to one 
of the area’s too few water sources struggle 
daily to get enough water. Women must 
walk to the wells during dangerous 
nighttime hours, because that’s usually 
the only time when water is available. If 
they can’t get it from the wells, they resort 
to dirty streams that bring intestinal 
illness. The very water they need for 
survival makes them sick.

If only these families could get water 
taps at their homes, they wouldn’t have to 
take such risks. They could avoid going 
out at night, and they could store water 
in large containers throughout the week 
so there would always be be something to 
drink, even when the pipes are dry.

On their own, many families cannot 
afford such an endeavor. The constant 
uncertainty of where and when they will 

find water each day is a lifetime sentence. But there is hope. The Holy Rosary Sisters have reached out to Etalema 
and other women in need of water. They have already been successful in connecting some homes to clean water. 
And now the Holy Rosary Sisters are depending on your help through Cross Catholic Outreach to bring this gift 
to even more families in need.
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Ministry Description

The Holy Rosary Sisters are devoted to bringing hope to those in need through the ministries of healing, 
education, Catholic formation and community development. In recent years, the sisters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 
have placed a special priority on ministering to those whose lives have been upended by HIV/AIDS and other 
devastating diseases, and they are always searching for new ways to nurture the Catholic virtues in the culture. 
Because of their commitment to serve all year round, past community efforts spearheaded by the Sisters have 
included, piping homes with drinking water, providing families with electricity, supplying HIV-positive clients 
with needed food supplements, financial assistance for the elderly and destitute, skills training for young women 
to become hairdressers, caterers/bakers and tailors and summer school programs for children. With your help 
today, the Sisters can continue their loving outreach and provide water to the thirsty. 

Forty-year-old Kebebush Kebebe is HIV-positive and was very sick four years ago when the Holy Rosary 
Sisters stepped in and helped repair her house. They installed electricity and drinking water as well as provided 
food supplements. “The sisters gave me everything,” Kebebush said, “even my life.”

And you will have confidence, because there is hope;  
you will be protected and take your rest in safety.

Job 11:18
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020,  

the close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

Your support for this project will allow Cross Catholic Outreach to empower and equip the Holy Rosary 
Sisters to transform the lives of many impoverished families. Hundreds of households still live in the appalling 
conditions Etalema faced before safe water was supplied to her house. 

The risks of that life are many. Women and 
young girls have been pushed or shoved at 
the communial tap in the evening hours. 
Water-related diseases, such as cholera and 
severe diarrhea, have been a leading cause 
of death in children under 5 years of age. 
And 55 percent of children in Ethiopia 
miss school because they collect water or 
have been impacted by illness. These terrible 
situations should and can be changed!

For God’s glory, the world must 
recognize the poor’s access to safe water as 
a basic human right — and your gift will 
help communicate that you stand with us 
in making that blessing a reality. Your gift 
will help restore a sense of dignity and 
hope in the families whose lives have been 
burdened with unsanitary and unsafe 
conditions. And this access to drinking 
water will radically change families’ lives! 
It will enable them to achieve a better 
future for themselves and for their families. 

More than that, your support will also 
allow the Holy Rosary Sisters to lift high the Gospel of Christ and impart a sense of God’s goodness for those whose 
lives have been enriched by this project. Please — support our mission to bless these families with drinking water so 
that they can flourish and experience a renewed sense of hope.

Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to do it. 
Proverbs 3:27


