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Chamilala Water

Clean water for educational development
— Chamilala, Zambia —

And let people learn to devote themselves to good works 
in order to meet urgent needs, so that they may not be unproductive.

Titus 3:14



We are a
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will provide safe, clean 
water for a poor, rural village and 
be the fundamental first step in the 
ultimate goal of constructing the 
community’s first secondary school.

Purpose
To give villagers life-giving water 
and address the lack of educational 
opportunity in the community. 

Our Partner
OCD Carmelite Mission Zambia, 
an exempted religious order 
belonging to the Order of the 
Discalced Carmelites.

Location
Chamilala, Zambia, a remote 
village that suffers from water 
scarcity and no access to secondary 
education. 

Cost
$27,632 is needed to fund the construction of a solar powered water pump. The cost includes drilling, pump 
test, solar equipment, installation, Roto tank accessories, pipes and transportation of materials.

Highlights
• The Discalced Carmelites of the Manjummel Province in Kerala, India, established the OCD Carmelite 

Mission Zambia in 2014. They have since established two other Mission centers — Chamilala Mission in 
the Luangwa Valley and Mwanjawanthu Mission in the plateau, with a large plot of land and two parishes.

• The two missions have baptized more than 340 persons and taught them Catholic prayers and the rosary.  

• The Carmelite fathers want to build a solar powered pump to benefit 160 people in a community that 
suffers from lack of water, especially in the dry season. 

• The well project will serve as a fundamental building block in preparation of another major outreach — the 
construction of the village’s first secondary school that can provide lodging and board. 

• The school will provide Catholic education in an area where other secondary schools are known to practice 
Satanism. Even if those schools did not perpetuate terrible doctrines, most are nearly inaccessible to the very 
poor because they are too distant or too expensive. 

• The Carmelite Fathers have the land, the capability and the manpower for the project, and they have 
identified a source of underground water, but they lack the funding to execute the plan.

The dry, remote village of Chamilala.
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The Need

When the fathers of the OCD Carmelite Mission first 
arrived in Chamilala, Zambia, they faced a hot, inhospitable 
climate and a severe water shortage. Undeterred by these 
harsh realities, the committed Carmelite Fathers moved 
forward with their plans to bless the area’s poorest families, 
building their mission on land with few sources of water. 

Today, they and the families they serve in remote 
Chamilala continue to face a daily water shortage, but they 
still consider their most pressing need the lack of God-
honoring educational opportunities, specifically for their 
secondary school students. While there are at least five 
primary schools in the Chamilala area, there is no local 
secondary school, and the closest alternatives are 
unaffordable — and known to practice Satanism. 

To provide relief for parents and a better option for local 
children, the Carmelite mission wants to establish a God-
honoring school where young students can receive a quality 
education and be taught Catholic morals and values. In order 
to move forward with this ambitious plan, a water source is 
needed to support construction workers and sustain the 
future staff and students. Underground sources of water have 
been identified, but they will need to be tapped with a solar powered pump to be utilized. The well will not only 
provide necessary water for the school, but it will also be a blessing for the surrounding communities. 

Students who will benefit — among them, Weluzan Zulu — desperately want to extend their education. 
Beyond enriching their minds, most know it will also vastly improve their opportunities in life. Weluzan had to 
stop school in the 9th grade, and although he would like to attend more advanced classes, his family does not 
have the means to send him. 

“I would like to learn and go to school. It would feel good to start learning again. I would like to be a priest,” 
he explained, pointing out that he is currently serving as an altar boy. 

Esnart Tembo is another student who recently completed grade 7 at a local primary school. The school only 
had two teachers to serve its nearly 300 students, but the children still persevered. Sadly, her family does not have 
the means to send her to a secondary school, and when asked what she is doing now, she said, “Nothing.” A new 
school in the community would allow Esnart to pursue her dream of becoming a science teacher. 

Charles Ngenda, the lead teacher at the Mvuwa Primary School, has been a teacher for 36 years. He also 
believes the new school will be an incredible blessing for the community.

“There is no local transportation, and if there were transportation, it would be too expensive for the people 
here to afford. If a new secondary school is put up here, it will change the attitude of children towards education. 
Economically, things will change.”

Change for the better is within our power. With your support, we can meet the needs for water and a new 
school, and the poor will be blessed! Please — join us in supporting this powerful mission’s outreach to quench 
the thirst of the community and to satisfy hungry minds.

Esnart Tembo, a young Chamilala villager.
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The Project

Cross Catholic Outreach wants to partner with the OCD Carmelite Mission to provide a compassionate 
solution to Chamilala’s water and education shortages. The mission’s plan involves drilling a community well to 
provide urgently needed water and to provide a starting point for their school-building project. 

For many years this land was untouched by the diocese because of its lack of water. After the Carmelite Fathers 
arrived, they found water sources and used some of those resources to remain in service to the community, but 
those meager water sources were not enough to build a school or sustain its staff and students. The fathers have a 
plan to supply more water, but they lack the funds needed for tools, installation costs and equipment. Once the 
well is installed, it will pave the way for a secondary school to be built.

The beneficiary families in the community will contribute to the project by clearing the ground, helping move 
materials and cooking for the workers. The mission wants to maintain the dignity of the local families, and this 
partnership will achieve that by giving even the poorest individuals an opportunity to contribute to the project.

Once the secondary school is built, the Mission will have a powerful way to communicate and sustain Catholic 
values and morals, one of their key social commitments to the area. Mass will be offered for all students every 
week, and students who use school accommodations will attend Mass every day. Catechism classes will also be 
offered to all students. 

Father Paxy of the OCD Carmelite Mission explained that Satanism is openly practiced in the high schools 
within the province, and the new school will provide an important alternative to those negative influences in the 
area. By standing with Cross Catholic Outreach to empower the Mission, you can help address three critical 
needs. You will be providing urgently needed water, offering greater educational opportunities and empowering 
the spiritual outreaches the area so desperately needs!

A villager gathers water from a community well.



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020, 

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

In the book of Proverbs, we learn 
many wise lessons. For example, 
Proverbs 11:25 speaks of the giver 
who is himself refreshed after 
refreshing others. Our effort to help 
poor families in Chamilala, Zambia, 
is just such an opportunity. Poor 
families in Chamilala have been 
thirsting for water and knowledge, and 
we can play a role in providing both. 

Please join Cross Catholic Outreach 
in support of the Carmelite Fathers 
to supply Zambian villagers with a 
clean, safe source of water. Help set 
this essential building block in place 
so the Mission can take on its even 
greater objective — the construction 
of the area’s first secondary school. It 
is imperative that we stop the spread 
of Satanism by other schools and 
bring the children back to God! 

As followers of Christ, we are called 
to be his hands and feet on earth, 
traveling the world in service of the 
very poor. As you take this opportunity, you will manifest Christ’s love and ease the suffering of Zambian 
families through life-giving water and greater educational opportunities. It is a gift that will open doors to 
children desperate for a path out of poverty — and provide the spiritual blessings of sound Catholic formation. 
In that way, it will touch lives now and for all eternity!

A generous person will be enriched, and one who gives water will get water. 
Proverbs 11:25

A Chamilala family that will benefit from your help.


