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— Tuxtla Gutierrez, Mexico —

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, 
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

Hebrews 13:16



We are a
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.



1

Villa Mornese Home for Girls | Project 0915

Project Synopsis

Description
This project will provide meals, 
counseling and academic support for 
girls and young women living at Villa 
Mornese, a Catholic boarding home 
for students from backgrounds of 
abuse and deep poverty.

Purpose
To give students a safe environment 
free from poverty and abuse, where 
they can heal, thrive, focus on their 
studies and pursue their dreams.

Location
Tuxtla Gutierrez, the capital of the 
southern Mexican state of Chiapas, 
which has one of the country’s largest 
indigenous Mayan populations.

Cost
$23,100 will fund nutritious meals for 
students and staff, cover the salary of a 
full-time psychologist and provide 
academic support activities. 

Highlights
• Cross Catholic Outreach has 

partnered with the Salesian Sisters to 
equip and encourage poor girls and 
young women to finish their 
education.

• More than half of the students have been rescued from physically and sexually abusive homes.

• The Salesian Sisters’ Villa Mornese provides room and board to 22 students at little to no cost so they can 
focus on their studies and excel.

• At the home, tutors, a psychologist and a social worker help the students overcome low self-esteem and the 
region’s floundering public education system.

• Some boarders develop an interest in pursuing the religious life with the Salesians.

• The girls’ medical health, physical fitness and spiritual enrichment are tended to alongside their academic 
pursuits.  

• Your generous gift will help feed the students three nutritious meals a day, plus snacks, and provide them 
with access to counseling by a professional psychologist.
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The Need

Some say the Mexican state of Chiapas is not poor — just the people are poor. 

Rich in natural resources, Chiapas does show great potential, but that potential hasn’t benefited its mostly 
indigenous population. These economically and culturally isolated Mayan communities live in perpetual poverty, 
haunted by the feeling they have been excluded and will be forgotten. 

Those suffering most in these circumstances are the children. They face hunger and deprivation as they struggle 
to obtain the one thing that might open doors to a brighter future — an education. This is because poor families 
cannot invest in their children’s schooling. Many, in fact, need their children to work just to afford their next meal. 
Even those boys and girls who could get into the local public school system would discover it is notoriously subpar. 

Language hurdles are another roadblock. Many of the indigenous children only speak their local Mayan languages. 
With little aptitude in Spanish, it is virtually impossible for them to prosper academically or economically.

Education prospects are especially dim for girls. Daughters are significantly more likely than sons to be pulled 
from school to earn money or to do chores and raise their siblings. Far too often, these girls are also victimized 
by physical and sexual abuse in their own homes, and many are forced into early marriages as a way to have one 
less mouth to feed. These girls aren’t allowed to have hopes and dreams. 

Fortunately, their plight has come to the attention of the local Salesian Sisters. The sisters have seen the hardships 
the girls will endure if they can’t find a path out of poverty, and they have developed a plan to help. 

With your help, they can lift the roadblocks these girls face and open new doors of opportunity.
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Ministry Description

The Salesian Sisters’ Villa Mornese boarding home gives at-risk girls and young women the chance to do something 
that would otherwise be impossible — finish their education. These students, who range from 15 to 22 years old 
and are often very far behind academically, are given the support they need to not only finish secondary school 
but also attend preparatory school or even a university.

Villa Mornese is about second chances and fresh horizons. Because it provides for the girls’ needs at little to no 
cost to their families, they can finally focus on their studies instead of working to make ends meet. They get a sturdy 
roof over their heads, three nutritious meals a day and even basic medical care. For many, this program is also an 
escape. Girls who have been victimized by physical and/or sexual abuse at home are referred to the Salesians by 
social services to live at Villa Mornese.

Students’ stay at the boarding home is a profoundly nurturing and restorative experience. While their basic 
needs are met, they also have access to tutors and psychologists to help them navigate the emotional scars from 
their past and the academic challenges of returning to the classroom. Technical workshops in computers, sewing 
and woodworking broaden their skill sets, boost their confidence and make them better prepared for future self-
sufficiency.

Spiritually, the girls are nourished through the teaching, example and practices of the Salesians. In fact, some 
of the girls who come to the home are contemplating religious life with the order. Daily prayers ground their routine 
in a mindset of faith, and opportunities abound for spiritual enrichment and an encounter with Christ as the 
girls participate in catechesis, the Eucharist, spirituality courses, Holy Week missions, and periodic missions with 
the families in the surrounding community. 

This is a life-changing opportunity, but it cannot exist without outside funding from friends like you. Your gift 
to Cross Catholic Outreach can lift these girls and young women out of hopelessness and provide a path to 
opportunities that will unlock their full potential.

Students eating lunch with the Villa Mornese psychologist.



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020, 

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

Impoverished, abused and deprived of opportunities, girls from Mexico’s Mayan communities might easily feel 
that God has abandoned them. But today, you can show them they are not forgotten!

By giving to Cross Catholic Outreach, you will help provide nutritious meals and compassionate counseling 
for the girls and young women boarding with the Salesian Sisters at Villa Mornese. This is a chance to be a conduit 
of the mercy our Lord extends to the poor and vulnerable. It’s a chance to renew hope for those who have none, 
and to set the children of the poor on a path to economic success and a thriving life. 

Please — partner with Cross Catholic Outreach to meet this critical need and give some of Mexico’s most 
disadvantaged girls the chance to receive a life-changing education. Their schooling is critical to their future — 
to rising out of the cycle of poverty and achieving their hopes and dreams. These girls have so much potential, and 
your generous gift can help them discover that potential and reveal it to the world. Their new life begins with you! 

For your steadfast love is as high as the heavens; 
your faithfulness extends to the clouds. 

Psalm 57:10


