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Namaacha Children’s Center
Food, tutoring and Christian love for orphaned 

and vulnerable children
— Namaacha, Mozambique —

Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed,
defend the orphan, plead for the widow.

ISAIAH 1:17



We are a
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis
Description

This project provides food, tutoring, 
educational materials, school uniforms and 
other operational support for Namaacha 
Children’s Center, a day care and afterschool 
program for up to 42 orphaned or vulnerable 
children.

Purpose
To express Christ’s love for the oppressed 
and the orphaned by supporting children 
who have been made vulnerable either by 
the HIV/AIDS pandemic or by economic 
strife. 

Location
The town of Namaacha, located in the 
southern tip of the country, on the 
border of Mozambique and Eswatini 
(formerly known as Swaziland).

Cost
$19,360 will help finance the center’s operations 
for one year. This includes costs for general 
maintenance, electric and utilities, as well 
as the purchasing costs for local food and 
educational materials. 

Highlights
• In Mozambique, the HIV/AIDS pandemic 

has ravaged all levels of society and produced 
hundreds of thousands of orphans and 
vulnerable children who can barely afford life’s basic necessities, let alone the extra cost of an education.

• Add to this the fact that the country was mired in a civil war that didn’t end until the 1990s, and you can 
imagine the daunting challenges children face growing up in a developing country like Mozambique.

• Operated by the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary, the Namaacha Children’s Center helps vulnerable 
children who are often left unsupervised and face a high risk of abuse, trafficking, teen pregnancy and 
truancy from school.

• By providing safe, wholesome activities and offering spiritual support, the center helps keep children off the 
street and away from risky behavior.

• Helping children with their studies means they’re more likely to finish their education, and gain the job 
skills necessary to find employment as adults.

• Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to providing support for the orphans and vulnerable children of 
Namaacha — but we need your help!

Tutoring is a vital part of the Namaacha Children’s Center’s mission
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The Need
Since its independence from Portugal in 1975, Mozambique has been battered by civil war, famine and the 

social consequences of the HIV/AIDS pandemic. All of this has left a devastating toll — resulting in a tragic 
increase in orphans and street children. 

Traditionally, orphans are taken in by neighbors or extended family members — typically grandmothers or 
aunts — and that approach has worked for past generations. In recent years, however, the sheer number of lives 
lost due to disease and war has stretched those caregivers to the limit. 

There are simply too many orphans and too few caregivers now to properly address the country’s needs.

This situation is especially grave in rural communities like Namaacha. Situated near the boundary of Mozambique 
and Eswatini, Namaacha is a tough border town on the main truck route between the two countries, and its 
children are at particular risk. With no one to defend them, youngsters and teens can be found wandering the 
streets, begging for their next meal. In this terrible situation, they can easily fall victim to pimps, drug dealers 
and human traffickers, who abuse and exploit them. 

Fortunately, our Church stands ready as a beacon of hope and service — and you can be a part of their outreach.

One of these dedicated Catholic programs is the Namaacha Children’s Center and, with your support, it can 
offer day care and after school care to vulnerable children who are in danger of dropping out of school. 

Traditionally, orphans in Mozambique were taken in by neighbors or family members. In 
recent years, there have been too many orphans and too few caregivers.

Quick Facts
• An estimated 2.2 million people are living with HIV/AIDS.

• Almost 54,000 people die from HIV/AIDS each year. 

• As a result, Mozambique is home to 1.6 million orphans.

• 43% of children are chronically malnourished.

• 22% of children have to work to help support their families.

• Only 56% of people over the age of 15 can read and write.

• 52% of the population falls under the poverty line.
Source: CIA World Factbook and UNICEF
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What Your Donation Will Help Fund

Afterschool Tutoring
At the center, students develop good study habits, 
while receiving valuable tutoring in all core subjects.

Creative Activities
The sisters encourage the children to participate in 

creative and spiritually uplifting activities.

Gardening Program
Students are responsible for helping out in the garden, 
which not only supplements the diet of the children 
but provides a valuable training ground for future 
endeavors.

Feeding Program
Nutritious daily meals are free of charge to all 

students. The meals prevent malnutrition, and help 
the boys and girls stay focused on their studies. 



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020, 

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!
The HIV/AIDS pandemic has been a blight on thousands of adults in Mozambique, but some of its most 

tragic victims are the innocent children orphaned through the crisis. For these children, the loss of a family life 
has become a serious threat to their safety, well-being and future. No child should face such hardships or be 
brought to such a place of hopelessness.

The Church is eager to be a support and solve these problems, but it needs funding to succeed. Your gift to 
support the Namaacha Children’s Center will go a long way in empowering those efforts, rescuing and restoring 
hope in these boys and girls and at-risk teens. 

By supporting Cross Catholic Outreach’s efforts, you can also know your gift will address both material and 
spiritual needs. In cases like this, such an approach is even more essential. Orphaned children are particularly 
vulnerable, but their hope can be rekindled when they understand the love of God and can feel the embrace of 
their father in heaven. They will know they are loved and are no longer on life’s journey alone.

Of course, your generosity brings blessings to you too. It was Jesus who said, “Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

Invest in transforming lives today!


