
PROPOSAL

Rainbow Network 
Daily Meals for Impoverished Children

— La Paz Centro, Nicaragua —

“Those who are generous are blessed,  
for they share their bread with the poor.”

PROVERBS 22:9

INTERNATIONAL
PROJECT 0513



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis
Description

This project will allow the Rainbow Network ministry to prepare and serve a daily nutritious meal to 1,100 
impoverished children and 100 at-risk adults.

Purpose
To provide proper nutrition and prevent malnutrition among children, pregnant women, nursing mothers and 
vulnerable elders.

Our Partners
Rainbow Network

Location
La Paz Centro, an 
impoverished region in rural 
Nicaragua

Cost
$18,766 to buy the food 
supplies needed to prepare 
well-balanced meals 

Highlights
• Some parts of rural 

Nicaragua are reporting 
malnutrition rates among 
children as high as 85 
percent.

• The ministry’s schools 
serve impoverished 
communities, but it is 
nearly impossible for 
children to learn and 
study successfully when 
they are suffering from 
hunger and malnutrition.

• People in the countryside typically work low-paying, menial jobs on farms, and even this opportunity 
can be seasonal. The lack of regular income makes it extremely difficult for families to obtain a steady 
supply of nutritious food. 

• Your generous gift will feed hungry children — and do much more. The nourishment will allow children 
to get more out of school and develop the skills they need to build a path out of poverty. 

• We need your help!  Cross Catholic Outreach is eager to support this program, but we need your 
generous gift to fund the project.

Your support ensures Nicaragua’s poorest children will not go hungry.
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The Need
Juana Munguia has experienced 

every mother’s worst nightmare — 
not having enough food to feed her 
hungry children. Despite working 
hard at picking peanuts and mending 
fences on the farms of central 
Nicaragua, Juana does not earn 
enough to feed her four children 
on a regular basis. 

The Munguia family lives in a 
shack pieced together out of wood 
scraps, and the harsh rural life they 
face has been particularly hard on 
her 7-year-old daughter, Erlinda, 
who was born prematurely and is 
still underweight. They know their 
situation isn’t unique — many 
families in the area are as poor — 
but sometimes the challenges of life 
can be a crushing burden. In fact, 
the rural villages in the Nicaraguan 

countryside are filled with parents like Juana. These men and women lack the skills or education to find decent-
paying jobs, and their children are constantly underfed. The situation is so dire that some areas report 
malnutrition rates as high as 85 percent! 

Cross Catholic wants to partner with a respected local ministry called the Rainbow Network to stop this 
suffering. The Rainbow Network has created schools in the rural villages where poverty is most rampant, and 
they want to expand their ministry to provide nourishment to local children. They also want to provide services 
to help pregnant women, nursing mothers and elders who are at risk. 

With your support, they can mobilize teams of volunteers and provide them with the resources they need to 
prepare and serve daily nutritious meals to the most at-risk children. It’s an outreach that will not only address 
hunger, but will also promote learning in schools and maintain the health of vulnerable adults and babies.

Please — give generously to empower this wonderful outreach!

Erlinda, 7, stands with her mother and brothers in front of their humble home.

The Crushing Cycle of Poverty
A high school degree is required for a decent-paying job in Nicaragua, but few rural children have the 

support needed to graduate. Faced with crushing poverty, most rural children drop out of school to help 
their families survive. Without a degree, the cycle of poverty continues from generation to generation. 

Outside support is needed to address this crisis. People in the countryside are currently limited to 
working menial jobs on farms, where the work is seasonal and the pay is extremely low. Most farm 
workers cannot afford to buy a day’s worth of food with one day’s pay.  This project will help alleviate 
their hardships and expand opportunities for their children to live better lives.
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 Ministry Description
Your gift to the poor in Nicaragua is much more than a handout. It is a critical component of a spirit-filled 

initiative that blesses and transforms rural villages. That is because, through God’s grace, Rainbow Network has a 
comprehensive approach to serving the poor. 

This project is only one part of a larger program that inspires communities to come together to break the cycle 
of poverty that has gripped families for generations. From providing safe water to improved housing to feeding 
outreaches like this one, virtually all of Rainbow Network’s efforts are run for Nicaraguans by Nicaraguans and 
with the participation of Nicaraguan beneficiaries. 

Each village has a local committee to guide and direct programs, with more than 1,500 committee members 
and volunteers working on projects each day. The daily meals provided at schools in the countryside will be 
extremely important because of the large number of children like Erlinda Munguia who are underweight or 
malnourished. These kids have little hope of learning and discovering their God-given gifts without basic 
nutrition. 

With your support, the Network team can help parents like Juana Munguia meet their children’s needs. Each 
meal is cooked and served by parents and community volunteers who receive the added benefit of being trained 
on how to prepare balanced meals. 
And the impact of a program like this 
can be astounding. Typically, 
malnutrition rates fall to under 5 
percent after a feeding program has 
been in place for a year.

Cross Catholic Outreach is reaching 
out to you to ensure this feeding 
program’s success. The impoverished 
villagers have the compassion and 
motivation to educate and feed their 
children, but they simply don’t have 
the resources to buy the ingredients 
for the meals. Your gift will provide 
that food and be the final piece needed 
to feed hungry children and keep them 
in school! A nutritious meal lifts the spirit!

A ministry of love
Keith and Karen Jaspers of Missouri founded Rainbow Network in 1995 after witnessing the extreme 

poverty in Nicaragua and feeling the call of Jesus in their lives. They began an encompassing ministry 
program, and their compassionate work is carried on today by teams who are building houses and 
providing education, health care, microenterprise loans and training.

“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.”
LUKE 6:21



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!
A life-changing feeding ministry inspired by the Lord is prepared to serve needy children. The only missing 

ingredient is your support!

Sponsor this wonderful project and you will provide nourishing meals to hungry and malnourished children 
in the impoverished countryside of Nicaragua, transforming lives and improving learning opportunities for 
children eager to succeed.  

Our loving God has inspired the creation of wonderful educational programs in rural villages. He has called 
teachers to these humble, rural schools and equipped parents and volunteers to prepare nourishing meals. All 
that is needed now is funding to buy vegetables, rice, eggs, cooking oil and other supplies necessary to make the 
children a well-balanced meal. 

God’s Church can fill this need, and you can be a part of that solution. 

Please help us serve Erlinda and the hundreds of other impoverished children touched by this ministry. Your 
gift to Rainbow Network will provide the meals they urgently need, and through you, the Lord will show that he 
has heard the pleas of the poor and is responding with love.

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

MARK 9:37


