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Weragu School Support
Catholic Education for the Poor

— Weragu, Ethiopia —

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.

Jeremiah 29:11



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will enable a 
Catholic school to serve an 
impoverished region, maintain 
extremely low tuition rates and 
provide full scholarships to the 
most destitute children in the 
area.

Purpose
To bless children’s hearts and 
minds so they can grow in both 
faith and knowledge.

Our Partner
The Consolata Missionaries 
operate Weragu School and a 
nearby mission.

Location
Weragu, a remote village without 
paved roads and electricity, is 180 
miles from the country’s capital, 
Addis Ababa. 

Cost
$7,700 to fund renovations of 
aging buildings, much-needed 
school supplies and tuition fees for destitute children.

Highlights
• Weragu School is a top-performing school because of the dedication and passion of the Consolata 

Missionaries and their teaching staff.

• Students are inspired to achieve even though their community is plagued by extreme poverty, alcoholism, 
pressures to drop out and forced early marriages.

• The Consolata Missionaries provide free or low-cost education up to the 10th grade, which enables students 
to attend but leaves no extra funds for classroom supplies and facility needs.

• Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to helping poor students rise above their poverty — but we need 
your support to ensure this school survives!

A teacher shows a humble classroom at Weragu School.



2

Weragu School Support | Project 1090

The Need

Weragu School does much more 
than educate children in useful 
math and language skills — it 
fosters hope and creates a path to  
a brighter future for the poorest of  
the poor.

The incredible fruits of its efforts 
were obvious when we visited. We 
met Addis, who now hopes to 
become an accountant. Her friend 
Henok has been inspired to become 
a priest. These are lofty goals for 
16-year-old eighth graders from 
destitute mountain villages only 
accessible by rugged, dirt roads.

This school that inspired Addis 
and Henok — and wants to bless 
many other needy children in the 
area — was created by the Consolata 
Missionaries. They felt called by 
God to create an educational 

center in a mountain region inhabited by impoverished subsistence farmers, and they have continued to look for 
ways to bring educational opportunities to the poor in that area.

Unfortunately, this wonderful mission is now facing financial challenges and is seeking Cross Catholic 
Outreach’s help. Local villagers do not have the resources needed to fund repairs to aging school buildings or to 
provide school supplies for their children. Even though the school’s tuition is less than 50 cents a month, many 
families still cannot afford to pay. 

While the government can assist with payments to the 
school’s teachers, our help is still needed, so Cross Catholic 
Outreach has committed to:

• Repairing a school roof

• Installing windows and doors where there are none

• Painting classrooms

• Providing desks and educational supplies

• Providing tuition for 40 of the most destitute students

Please help us keep hope alive for the school’s current 
students and those who will be served in the years ahead. 
Through your generosity, hundreds of young children will 
know their young lives matter and that a path to a brighter 
future is possible!

Even doors and windows are beyond what villagers can provide for their school.

A daily struggle to survive

Each day is a struggle for survival in the 
remote mountains of Ethiopia. Far from paved 
roads and electricity, subsistence farmers use 
rudimentary tools to coax a meager harvest 
from overworked lands. They have so little 
success that hunger is common — and so is 
hopelessness. Families are trapped in a cycle 
of poverty, unable to imagine a better future. 
But talented teachers at Weragu School help 
students dream of reaching their potential. 
With your gift, we can turn these dreams into 
reality!
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Ministry Description

The Weragu School’s classrooms may be crowded 
and its buildings may need many repairs, but there 
is no doubt the grace of God is present too, and this 
instills hope in all of the students who attend.

You will also find hope in the enthusiasm of the 
Consolata Missionaries and in the tireless dedication of 
the teachers, some of whom are former students who 
have returned for lives of service. This is the power of 
God at work. It is a light in the darkness and a source 
of joy even in areas burdened by overwhelming 
poverty.

Of course, you also see God’s grace in students such 
as Bukar Huisen, who walks a half hour to school each 
day through rugged terrain. The 14-year-old son of 
destitute subsistence farmers insists on completing 
school so he can become a doctor and care for the 
sick.

With the commitment of missionaries, teachers 
and students like Bukar, it is no wonder Weragu 
School has been rated as the top school in its district. Test scores and 
graduation rates are high. Nearly 800 children attend classes here, 
once unthinkable in a region where generations of families have 
lived without any exposure to education. 

In addition, the missionary priests encourage children of all 
religions to grow in faith. For Catholic students, the priests celebrate 
Mass and prepare them for the sacraments. Teachers support students 
with after-school enrichment. As the laity worldwide pray for more 
young people to answer the call to vocations, please know those 
prayers are being answered right here in the remote mountains of 
Ethiopia. The school has inspired 10 former students to become 
priests and 20 former students to become nuns!

But the physical needs of the school loom large. The impoverished 
villagers have no resources to rehabilitate classrooms and provide 
simple items like desks. 

The Consolata Missionaries have only one resource left to fill 
these needs — prayer. Today, we ask: Is the Lord asking YOU to be 
the answer to their plea?

Consolata Missionaries’ Father Michael (center) and Father Marcos 
(far right) stand outside Weragu School with teachers.

Bukar Huisen studies hard daily in hopes of 
becoming a doctor.

“Let us ask for the grace to open our hearts to others, to promote unity and to live in 
harmony as members of the one Body of Christ, inspired by the gift of love which the 

Holy Spirit pours into our hearts.”

Pope Francis



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

The blessings of Weragu School are easy to see in the excitement in students’ bright eyes, in the commitment 
of former students returning to teach and in the newfound hope of parents who believe their children can rise 
up out of a hardscrabble existence.

Our brothers in Christ — the Consolata Missionaries — want to continue responding to God’s call to bring 
the Lord’s blessings to a hurting people, but they cannot do it alone. The needs of this destitute community are 
simply too great. 

Please help Cross Catholic Outreach empower these Spirit-filled priests and bless the community’s poor. 

Through your generous gift, we can repair aging buildings, provide school supplies for impoverished children 
and cover tuition costs for families who literally have nothing. Let us come together for the children — because 
TOGETHER, we are the Body of Christ.

“So we, who are many, are one body in Christ.” 
Romans: 12:5


