
INTERNATIONAL PROJECT PROPOSAL
PROJECT 1398

St. Joseph of the Apparition 
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— Haiti —

In 2004, torrential floods from Hurricane Jeanne swallowed the city of Gonaives. Sister Renee Quadros and the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Apparition survived but their mission was washed away. The tragedy was repeated in 
2008 as walls of mud and water from tropical storms bore down on the hovels of the poor. 

Again, the sisters rebuilt from scratch, but more hardships came in 2010 when the historic Haiti earthquake 
sent thousands of survivors fleeing to Gonaives for emergency aid and shelter — and later that same year, a cholera 
epidemic struck the area, creating incredible hardships for refugees and missionaries alike. Through it all, the 
sisters fought relentlessly to bring the hope of Christ to their area through their nutritional centers and programs 
for mothers and children.  

Now, Sr. Quadros wants to educate impoverished children at the congregation’s elementary school, giving 
them a chance to escape the spirit-crushing poverty that plagues Gonaives, but she cannot accomplish this 
ambitious mission without your support!

“We’re in a locality that is extremely poor,” said Sr. Quadros. “Children live with mostly one parent so that is 
our target group — giving priority to the poorest of the poor children.”

As American Catholics, we know an education can transform a child’s life. In the same way your family has 
been blessed by God, open a doorway of opportunity to others. Empower the Sisters of St. Joseph of the Apparition 
to educate the next generation of Haitian leaders!

Help us bring these children the hope of Christ through education.
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will support the operation of an 
elementary school for impoverished children in 
the poorest region of Gonaives.

Purpose
To provide 300 children with a primary school 
education, uniforms and books.

Ministry Partner
The Sisters of St. Joseph of the Apparition, 
a French congretation founded in 1832.

Location
Gonaives, Haiti

Cost
$27,500 will cover the salary for 21 teachers, 
and 12 staff members, also to provide books 
and uniforms for children whose parents cannot 
afford them.

Highlights
• The congregation has worked in Haiti since 

1982, beginning with a center for children with special needs in Goniaves. The elementary school was built 
in 2014 and targets vulnerable children and those coming from single-caregiver homes. 

• The sisters actively recruit children who are not in school and educate parents as well, helping them to 
understand the importance of an education. 

• With 98 percent of students advancing to secondary school, St. Joseph’s is known as one of the best primary 
schools in the region. 

• Teachers take a holistic approach to education, conducting home visits to understand the children’s backgrounds 
and more effectively meet their educational needs.

• Slower learners are coached in an after-school program. 

• Catholic students receive catechism classes; non-Catholic students take a moral science class. All students attend a 
bimonthly Mass adapted for children, giving them the opportunity to learn about prayer and praising God.

• Please give today, so that the children of Gonaives can learn and grown in the knowledge of the Lord!

 

Children wait for a meal at St. Joseph’s Nutrition Center.


